6 January 2004 Tuesday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and opportunity to fellowship with you and with one another in your Word of life and truth that you have prepared to enable us to continue on your strait and narrow path that will lead us home to you through Christ Jesus our Lord who is the way, the truth, and the life we have need of.

 

<opentext> Rom 3:9 What then? are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin;

10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 11 There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God.  KJV

 

<opentext> Apart from Christ, there are none that are righteous in Father's eyes.

<opentext> The promise from the beginning, has been restoration by and through Christ.

<opentext> Yet, how often do people, because of some physical association, think that they are better, or have an exclusive relationship with God?

<chosen> many think that

<helpmate> a lot of people think they can get in on their good works

<diligently> am sure many do think that way

<mike> to many

<chosen> they think that "position" in this world gives them a position in God's eyes

<opentext> We also have to remember, that from the beginning, that His righteousness has only been available to those that have taken the time, made that sincere effort to hear God, and obey that which they have heard.

 

<opentext> Deut 28:1 If you listen obediently to the Voice of GOD, your God, and heartily obey all his commandments that I command you today, GOD, your God, will place you on high, high above all the nations of the world. (from THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> I like the way it says to listen obediently. Many listen, but how many do it obediently? How many do it from a cheerful and joyful heart?

<disciple> many fall short in that area

<mike> forget to listen joyfully at times when the sufferings kick in for His name.

<helpmate> God loves a cheerful giver....one who gives freely and joyfully with their time spent with Him

<his> don’t do it when have already lost focus and forgotten that the joy of the Lord is our strength

<mike> am learning to be a joyful hearer even when I don't "feel" like it.

<opentext> How easy is it, to hear what He says, but yet still be preoccupied with whatever is going on around us in the lower nature, so that one fails the obedience?

<helpmate> it can be very easy at times

<mike> very (example 3 in the sower parable in Mark... where the thorns choke out the hearing of the Word)

<at-peace> can be easy when there are distractions

<chosen> can be easy in some areas, when we allow doubt in, and focus more on the circumstances rather than on His promises

<disciple> can happen if one is not watchful of Him rather than circumstances

<diligently> can be easy

<his> one has to be prepared to receive (eph 6:15)

 

<opentext> Heb 5:11 Concerning this we have much to say which is hard to explain, since you have become dull in your [spiritual] hearing and sluggish [even slothful in achieving spiritual insight]. AMP

 

<opentext> The ability to discern between good and evil, is based in and on our relationship with Father by and through Christ Jesus

<opentext> That ability is based in and upon our hearing Father's counsel, as to how to receive and maintain the righteousness of God that is made available through Christ.

<opentext> When one recognizes the "gift" of Christ, then they are humbled as to Father's love, and the preciousness of this gift.

<opentext> Apart from Christ, people will walk and strut around like peacocks, thinking that they are something special.

 

<opentext> Rom 3:10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 11 There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 12 They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one. KJV

 

<opentext> Even Jesus Christ said that there is none good but the Father. Yet, how often does one try to impress God, apart from the guidelines for fellowship which He has established?

<helpmate> they try to impress Him with their good works

<chosen> we make fools of ourselves if we think we can impress Him

<his> we cannot "earn" salvation

<disciple> when one looks at self as resourceful as Father

<at-peace> those that worship Him must do so in Spirit and in Truth... no other way... it is not of works lest any man should boast

<diligently> there is no impressing Father, only by our being obedient to all He asks of us

<mike> John 6:29Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent. (KJV)

<mike> continual

<opentext> Note how Paul says...They are all gone out of the way, as a few said, they think that they can impress God by the rites and rituals which they have established.

<opentext> They establish the guidelines which they think are essential or necessary for fellowship with God. And as Charlene pointed out, that those that have a relationship with the Father, must do so in and by the Spirit of Christ, established by the truth of His Word.

<opentext> This is the way, the path that Jesus of Nazareth set and established for us to follow.

<opentext> This is how He was the forerunner for us, going in advance, and showing us that obedience to the Father is possible by and through Christ.

 

<opentext> Rom 3:12 All have turned aside; together they have gone wrong and have become unprofitable and worthless; no one does right, not even one! 13 Their throat is a yawning grave; they use their tongues to deceive (to mislead and to deal treacherously). The venom of asps is beneath their lips.  AMP

 

<opentext> And how easy is it, to get caught up in following that which others are doing?

<helpmate> easy if one does not keep the mind renewed and in focus

<disciple> can be avoided by working out one's own salvation, maintaining focus on what Father asks of the individual

<diligently> it can be easy  if one does not stay in the word, daily feeding the spirit.

<chosen> there are not many that i would want to follow

<his> at times the flesh likes to win man's approval and sometimes to be a busybody

<opentext> As we can see that all of the people of Israel at the time of Jesus Christ were so caught up in following man's ideas of and about God, that they could not even recognize the manifestation of God's promise which stood before them [with the exception of Anna and Simeon that we know of].

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?
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