6 February 2005 Sunday Food for thought!

John 15:4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. (KJV)

The union and conjunction between Christ and his members is mutual; they abide in him by faith and dependence, and he abideth in them by the indwelling presence of his grace and spirit: Abide in me, and I will abide in you.
Observe farther, The reason which Christ gives why they should thus abide in him; because without union with him , without interest in him, without influences of grace derived from him, they could bring forth no fruit for him, nor do any thing that is truly acceptable and well-pleasing to him: As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine, no more can ye, except ye abide in me, for without me ye can do nothing: That is, "As branches severed from the vine cannot live and bear fruit, so neither can Christians, separated from Christ, and without deriving virtue from him, do any thing spiritually good and well-pleasing in the sight of God."

Learn hence, That not only unregenerate men do labour under an impotency to that which is spiritually good, but even disciples themselves, without daily dependence upon Christ, and without constant communications of grace from him, can do nothing in a lively and acceptable way and manner unto him: Without me ye can do nothing; you that are branches of me the true vine. (From William Burkitt Commentary)


At every moment in union with Him; at every moment in communications with Him, in other words, total dependency in and upon Him. How much do you try to do each day without Him? Food for thought!
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