6 December 2004 Monday Bible study.

 

<chosen> we thank you Father for this day and for the love that you have blessed us with through your Son... we pray that it is your Word that we seek after with our whole heart, and thank you for your faithfulness in sharing with us that which we are in need of this day, through Christ Jesus our Lord and saviour

 

<opentext> Rom 10:9-10, 9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. KJV

 

<opentext> Beginning faith in verse 9, and continuing faith in verse 10. For a moment, stop and consider how it was when you were a child, with that which you can remember, and from that which you were told as well, since few of us are capable of remembering what we were like in our early months or years.

<opentext> Now as a young person, did you start of being able to effectively walk and navigate through this world, or was there a period of time where you had to learn and develop?

<chosen> had to learn and develop

<at-peace> a time of learning and developing

<disciple> one always has to learn and develop to master the skills of walking, talking, etc.

 

<opentext> Now also as a young person, were you able to effectively communicate with those around you, or was there a period of learning and development as well?

<disciple> also a period to learn and develop

<chosen> another time of learning

 

<opentext> So we can see that in the physical realm, that there was a significant time of learning and development; but one must also present these questions as well: When you did learn to walk and navigate, were you able to master that immediately, or did you crawl and stumble around for awhile?

<disciple> was a bit uncoordinated for awhile

<chosen> it took some learning

 

<opentext> Now as you learned to walk and navigate around, did that mean that you always only went to those places that you were supposed to be? Or did you receive misinformation [it makes no difference who or where this misinformation came from], that at time got you in trouble?

<disciple> probably, sometimes listened to the wrong info and got into trouble

<chosen> most often i went where i "wanted" to go to

 

<opentext> Now even as a supposedly mature and responsible adult, does one always only navigate and go to those places that they should be at?

<disciple> no   <at-peace> not always   <chosen> no

 

<opentext> Now as far as communications go, we can acknowledge that there was a period of learning and development there as well; now as one learned to communicate, did one always only speak those things that they were supposed to? Or were there times that the mouth also got one in a bit of trouble?

<chosen> yes, plenty of times

<disciple> the mouth had it's way at times

<at-peace> foot in the mouth at times

 

<opentext> So we can see then, that as a young person growing and developing, that we were taught by those around us, that there were right places to go, and also places to avoid. Yet, often those who were teaching us the right places to go, also gave us the examples of the wrong places to go to as well. Why was this?

<disciple> they were being led by the flesh, not the Spirit...the flesh isn't consistent 

<at-peace> they had a form of maturity but denied the instruction that they gave out themselves

 

<opentext> Likewise with our speech and communications, they often tried to teach us words that were proper, but by their example they also taught us words that they did not want us to hear as well, and yet because we followed their example, it would at times get us in trouble. And yet, who was blamed for these slipped word, or miscommunications?

<at-peace> ourselves

<chosen> most blame those that taught them

<at-peace> evil communications corrupt good morals

<disciple> we were

 

<opentext> SO we can see then, that from a child we were taught and instructed by those around us. Now, even though they had our best interests at heart, they still taught us wrong things, because of a lack of Godly knowledge in and on their part.

<opentext> SO now let us consider our life and development as a Christian, from the time we were born again until now.  

<opentext> The basics or beginning of our faith, is that we were taught of the sacrifice that Jesus Christ made for us. 

<opentext> Yet, since many of those around us, never grew or developed past this point or place, how much misinformation was provided after this?

<disciple> a lot    <chosen> much

 

<opentext> SO then as long as you believed the people around you, that were giving you the spiritual advice and counsel in regards to your spiritual well being, how much did this misinformation hinder your growth, and restrict your effective communications with God?

<chosen> very much                  <disciple> a lot

<mike> God confirms His Word... so... much

 

<opentext> So as we can see from verses 9 and 10, that there is a beginning to our faith, but as verse 10 shows us that there is a way and means of continuing faith as well. Now just as when we were developing in the physical, and received misinformation from those who said they loved us and were concerned about us, so to this also happened in the spiritual arena as well. So unless one established and maintained a right and proper relationship with the Father through Jesus Christ, one might present the wrong words that would lead them down the wrong path.

<opentext> So are we able to see, that everything that one learned as the natural man, is not always conducive to an intimate and working relationship with God?

<at-peace> yes             <chosen> yes   <disciple> yes

 

<opentext> So then how does one, or how is one able to establish and maintain a right relationship with God?

<at-peace> through Jesus Christ allowing the Spirit to lead and guide us into all truth... letting God be true and every man a liar

<disciple> by listening to Him, renewing our mind in the Word and walking in that truth

<mike> hearing... and bringing forth fruit with patience

<chosen> by seeking His counsel and wisdom moment by moment

 

<opentext> Faith is by hearing the Message, and then giving audience to the Message delivered by Christ. Let us remember that verses 9 and 10 are talking about faith. So we can see that it comes down to that which each person does in their life, in taking the time to hear the Message that the Father has sent for our deliverance and then continued safety.
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