6 April 2005 Wednesday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and this time that you have prepared for us to fellowship together in your Word seeking your wisdom and knowledge that will encourage and enable us to remain on the strait and narrow path that leads home to you and to be able to share your love, joy, and peace with others while honoring you in Spirit and in truth through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 12:3,  For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. KJV

 

<opentext> As God has dealt to "every man" the measure of faith.

 <opentext> As we talked about yesterday, that it is the measure of the gift of Christ that is made available to the believer. Yet, each and every person has been given that ability to believe God.

<opentext> And as Paul tells us that we are complete in Him. Yet, how often does one think or assume that they are lacking in certain areas? 

<chosen> when we have chosen to not operate in all that He has made available to us

<greg> unto us it is given to know the mystery of the kingdom, and the winning hand has been dealt to us

<at-peace> whenever one allows doubt to enter in

<opentext> Paul says that we should think soberly, as God has dealt to us the measure of faith. Soberly here means to be of a sound mind. Isn't it when one fails to stay properly motivated or renewed in the Word, that that is when they begin to doubt that which God has already accomplished?

<chosen> yes     <helpmate> yes      <disciple> yes

<opentext> Now remember at the start of this chapter, Paul said not to pattern oneself after this world, but rather that we should be transformed by the renewing of one's mind. 

<opentext> God has not given us the spirit of fear, but of power [Christ the power and wisdom of God] and love [for God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son as the sacrifice to bring about reconciliation] and when one keeps fresh in the heart and mind these things, then a sound mind, that trusts God is what is produced or transformed within the believer.

<opentext> But what also can happen when a person recognizes that God is using them, isn't there also the risk that one may become arrogant, because they think that they are more special then others?

<helpmate> one needs to remember at all times that Father is no respecter of persons

<chosen> if they allow pride in, they will think more highly of themselves than they should

<greg> if one forgets they were saved by grace through faith and not of themselves, having begun in the spirit is never perfected in the flesh

<opentext> Good point greg, one must remain cognizant that one is saved by grace [God's unmerited favor] through faith [that ability to hear the Message from Father delivered to us by and through Christ Jesus] and that it is the gift from God for all of mankind.

<opentext> So then how can a person remain humble as they see the power and wisdom of God working in their life?

<disciple> remembering that it's His works, not ours...we are just a vessel, if one is used by Father for anything

<chosen> remembering where we came from and that God loved us even while we were in sin and His grace is not something we deserve or earned…keeping a servant attitude

<helpmate> remember that it is Christ working within me

<opentext> Very good answers. In other words, since we have been given access the bread of life, and the living waters, that one must remember then that we are called to be servants; servants that are willing to humbly present this great gift to others.

<opentext> But, does one always remain mindful of the preciousness of this gift that they have within them, or does one sometimes forget?

<greg> i get a bit ornery to say the least when someone try's to tell me some other doctrine that is not sound, and would try and diminish the preciousness of the gift with some cheap imitation

<chosen> we forget when we are focused on the something else... rather than keeping His Gift to us, as our first love, and always taking the time to thank Him for His love and forgiveness for just me

<opentext> Paul says that we are not to think more highly of ourselves; so then how does one reconcile this with the fact that we are supposed to have confidence of the work that He has begun within us, and is bringing about to competition?

<greg> it is when we decrease in what we think or understand, and not leaning to it, is when we allow Him to increase in our walk

<chosen> confidence in all that He has done and continuing to do in us, is trusting God and holding His Word to be true, but thinking more highly of ourselves is thinking that we have already made it, rather than recognizing that we daily need to grow in Him and learn more

<opentext> If you found the pearl of great price, and yet no one else saw the value in it that you did, would you get rid of it because no one else saw the value in it that you do?

<disciple> no     <chosen> no

<opentext> Why not?

<disciple> because the value there, whether others recognize it or not...it doesn't change because one rejects it

<chosen> it's what God thinks of us that counts... if it's precious in our heart then we will protect it with all that is within us

<helpmate> no because they have the same access to everything that i have...it is their choice if they want to activate it or not

<helpmate> Rom 3:3For what if some did not believe? shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect? (KJV)

<greg> because it is to die for, and the more the eyes of my understanding have been enlightened, the more value i see in it, allowing Him to be magnified to see it clearer

<opentext> With a new house or car, people will have a pride over it for awhile, but what usually happens once the newness wears off or fades?

<disciple> they take it for granted

<chosen> once they start to lose respect for it then they will neglect it

<disciple> they forget the value hasn't faded, just their attitude about it

<opentext> So a matter of keeping our relationship with the Father through Christ, fresh and alive every moment of every day. Confident and proud [not arrogant] of the work He has done and is doing within us.

 

<opentext> Lam 3:22-23, 22 It is of the LORD's mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not. 23 They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness. (KJV)
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