Bible Study Thursday 5 September 2002
Do you always welcome Father’s counsel?
Hebrews 12:9 Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live? KJV
Now, if one is really honest, they will have to answer that they do not always welcome Father’s counsel. For we know that any time one sins, it is because they have rejected Father’s counsel.

 

[We have had fathers of our flesh] The fathers of our flesh, i. e. our natural parents, were correctors; and we reverenced them, notwithstanding their corrections often arose from whim or caprice: but shall we not rather be in subjection to the Father of spirits; to him from whom we have received both body and soul; who is our Creator, Preserver, and Supporter; to whom both we and our parents owe our life and our blessings; and who corrects us only for our profit; that we may live and be partakers of his holiness? (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

It is only as one keeps fresh within their heart and mind, that God only has our best interest at heart, when He corrects us, that one will be open or obedient to His counsel or correction. 

 

Ephesians 3:9-11 And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ: 10 To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, 11 According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord: (KJV)

 

Ephesians 3:9-11 and to show all men in a clear light what my stewardship is. It is the stewardship of the truth which from all the Ages lay concealed in the mind of God, the Creator of all things - 10 concealed in order that the Church might now be used to display to the powers and authorities in the heavenly realms the innumerable aspects of God's wisdom. 11 Such was the eternal purpose which He had formed in Christ Jesus our Lord, (Weymouth's New Testament)

 

The eternal purpose which God purposed to execute in and through Jesus Christ, the whole of what he has done in the great affair of man's redemption being in pursuance of his eternal decree about that matter. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

Just as the purpose of a speed bump has not changed but remained the same; so too does God’s plan and purpose for mankind. God’s plan and purpose of reconciliation with mankind by and through Christ Jesus has not altered or changed. Man has tried to alter or change it to fit his understanding, rather than allowing the Spirit of God to open their understanding to His plan and purpose. Whose instructions will you choose to follow?
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