5 October 2005 Wednesday Bible study.
 
 
Father, we thank you for this day and this time that we can come to you and before you by and through Christ Jesus, to receive of you and from you that which we have need of to nourish and sustain us this day, to be that example of the believer.
 
<opentext> Rom 14:5-6, 5 One man esteemeth one day above another: another esteemeth every day alike. Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind. 6 He that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto the Lord; and he that regardeth not the day, to the Lord he doth not regard it. He that eateth, eateth to the Lord, for he giveth God thanks; and he that eateth not, to the Lord he eateth not, and giveth God thanks. KJV
 
<opentext> Now, as we were talking about yesterday, how Paul is addressing meats [foods] and respect of days here in Romans, that one has to keep in mind that these were two of the prevalent problems that he was addressing to them. But, that doesn't mean that there were not other things that were hindering them as well. Just as in our own lives, once we get one area overcome in our lives, Father then shows us the next area that has to be dealt with.
<opentext> Father then shows us the next area that has to be dealt with.
<opentext> How easy is it for people to get tunnel vision as to what they are tripping over at the present time, and seem to ignore everything else within their lives?
<at-peace> very easy if one has allowed things to slip and the hearing to become dull
<greg> once what was a priority, is put on the backburner, then the downward spiral begins
<opentext> One can look at it like this; if you are hungry, and you obtain some food, but if you never prepare it or eat it, will it do anything to alleviate the hunger you have?
<at-peace> no it will not do us any good
<greg> one will get weaker
<opentext> We have a new liberty in Christ. People can see it at times, yet how often do they still return to the bondages that they had just been delivered from?
<greg> Mark 4:17And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the word's sake, immediately they are offended. (KJV)
<greg> until one gets grounded, they will give in to popular opinions
<opentext> Gal 4:9-11, 9 But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of God, how turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage? 10 Ye observe days, and months, and times, and years. 11 I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon you labour in vain. KJV
<opentext> Now another thing that people need to recognize and acknowledge, is that it is their gift, and their salvation that they have neglected. Yet, how often does one hear people blame everything or everyone but themselves for the problems they are having or enduring?
<greg> rather than identify the real enmity, many choose to wrestle with flesh and blood, and keep the battle on the devils turf
<at-peace> whenever one is grumbling and complaining they have begun the blame game
<opentext> Thus we can see why Paul says that "they" turned again to the weak and beggarly elements. They had knowledge of the truth, but as greg said just a bit earlier, they allow popular opinions and views to form their life, rather then the liberating gospel of Jesus Christ to be the map they follow.
<opentext> How difficult is it to hear what others are saying, when one is so busy grumbling? Are they able to be that attentive to the counsel of God?
<greg> if one would truly stop long enough to realize all the spiritual blessings we have been given, they wouldn't have time to be entangled with the things they think they don’t have
<at-peace> when grumbling and complaining are going on it drowns out the still small voice of God and so there is no attentiveness until they stop the storm going on within them and seek His counsel and take heed to it
<opentext> Now another thing one needs to take note of in Paul's response to the Galatians, is that they "desired" to again be in bondage. Now, how many of you would want to go to prison a first time, let alone make several returning journeys to that type of bondage?
<at-peace> no thanks
<greg> without the light of the gospel of Christ to enlighten, they dont see how they are snared again back to the weak and beggarly elements
<opentext> But, as long as one limits or ignores their spiritual eye sight, does one really see these fleshly hang ups as being in prison or bondage?
<at-peace> no, without light as greg said one would be walking blind
<greg> 2 Pet 2:19-20, 19While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage. 20For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning. (KJV)
<greg> they don’t realize that even their so called leaders are in prison as well
<opentext> Think of it in this way; if you had to take all that you had to get someone out of jail, and then the next day they did something stupid and had their bail revoked and returned to jail, how foolish would you say that that person was?
<greg> very foolish, especially with they were looking to get bailed out again
<at-peace> very
<opentext> Good point greg as to who people associate with. People can read and hear that evil communications does indeed corrupt good morals or standards, yet how many people really believe it?
<at-peace> few
<greg> many are looking for shortcuts to freedom, only to end up back in prison spiritually, rather than seeking the only way of escape through Christ
<opentext> Now just as in the above example how you were used to bail the person out, yet rather then the person spending time with you to start a new and solid foundation, they returned to the arena of wrong communications or friends, and were soon again returned to bondage.
<opentext> Now as greg also alluded to a bit earlier, people seldom have any concept of where the people that they are following, are at spiritually. Much of what they do is based in and upon how many others are involved or doing it. And it is not long then until their hearing is again corrupted.
<opentext> And even though God may have done things to get them to that place, they give credit to anything good that has happened for them to the people, rather then being able to see God as the deliverer.
<opentext> i so often think of Jeremiah and his faithfulness to that which God asked of him. And the years and years of no one listening to that which Father had to say through him. And the people will marvel that for all of those years, that not one person listened, and they as well fail to hear the warnings given through him.
<opentext> Thus will it is vital for each of us to know the voice of God. To know His voice and the hear and heed to the counsel that we receive from Him, so that we will not be tricked to return to bondage, again.
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<opentext> when one stops to really listen, i find it so amazing at how Father addresses the things that can hinders us, how they are so plain, but only if one is really being attentive

<at-peace> yes true

<opentext> but most people would say...look at how stupid the romans and galatians were, rather then seeking whay Father was brining this up

<opentext> if i am making sense here

<at-peace> 2 Pet 3:17 Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness.


(KJV)

<at-peace> in stead of thinking more highly one should make sure that they don't fall into the same blindness and error

<greg> back then they had their distractions, today man has invented many more that appeal to the lower nature

<at-peace> that is true

<opentext> yes, and because these present distractions are not listed, then they do not think that they are relevant

<opentext> just like people that are using drugs, think that drug use should be legalized

<greg> rather than overcome these hinderances, they legalize them and try to minimize the negative effects

<at-peace> same distractions just different packaging and that packaging is not listed as fatal and so don't take the time to discern what is really in the package

<opentext> good way of putting it sis

<opentext> and they think that if they can get something legalized, then it is no longer sin for them

<at-peace> exactly

<opentext> and then there are those who think because a denomination does it, that God must have okayed it

<at-peace> yes the infection continues to this day

 
