Bible Study Tuesday 5 November 2002

 

Does one really comprehend what God means, when He says that without faith, it is impossible to please Him?

 

Hebrews 11:6 But where there is no faith(a) it is impossible truly to please Him; for the man who draws near to God must believe that there is a God and that He proves Himself a rewarder of those who earnestly try to find Him. Weymouth's New Testament (a: note; where there is no hearing there cannot be obedience)

 

Even in everyday life, if one does not listen to all of the instructions clearly, what will be the results at the task that is given?

 

If on the freeways, what would happen if everyone ignored all of the rules of the road? (Even though it seems as most do already)

 

Just because everyone else wants to ignore God’s law of faith, does not mean that we can ignore it also.

 

Romans 10:3 For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. (KJV)

 

[For they being ignorant of God's righteousness] Not knowing God's method of saving sinners, which is the only proper and efficient method: and going about to establish their own righteousness-- seeking to procure their salvation by means of their own contriving; they have not submitted-- they have not bowed to the determinations of the Most High, relative to his mode of saving mankind, namely, through faith in Jesus Christ, as the only available sacrifice for sin-- the end to which the law pointed. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Endeavoring to confirm or make valid their own righteousness; to render it such as to constitute a ground of justification before God; or to make good their own claims to eternal life by their merits. This stands opposed to the justification by grace, or to God's plan. (From Barnes' Notes)

 

That by God's righteousness, we are to understand that righteousness which Christ has wrought for us, which God bestows upon us, and the gospel reveals unto us; by establishing their own righteousness, is to be understood their resolution and endeavour to depend upon their own works; their obedience to the law for their justification before God, in opposition against and in contradiction to, that way of justification which God has declared; namely, by faith in Christ Jesus, the one and only Mediator. (From William Burkitt Commentary)

 

Therefore to trust to any righteousness of our own for justification before God, which is imperfect and polluted, is both sinful and unsafe. Sinful, because it is confronting the plain declarations of the gospel; and unsafe, because it evacuates Christ: for Christ is of no effect unto us: whosoever are justified by the law, are fallen from grace (From William Burkitt Commentary)
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