5 May 2004 Wednesday Bible study.

 

<chosen> thank you Father for your Word and all that you have provided for us so that we may be able to grow closer to you... we pray that we will allow your Word to direct our steps, thoughts and words this day, and lead us closer to you through your Son Jesus Christ

 

<opentext> Rom 7:1-4, 1 Know ye not, brethren, (for I speak to them that know the law,) how that the law hath dominion over a man as long as he liveth? 2 For the woman which hath an husband is bound by the law to her husband so long as he liveth; but if the husband be dead, she is loosed from the law of her husband. 3 So then if, while her husband liveth, she be married to another man, she shall be called an adulteress: but if her husband be dead, she is free from that law; so that she is no adulteress, though she be married to another man. 4 Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ; that ye should be married to another, even to him who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God. KJV

 

<opentext> Now let us keep fresh in our hearts and minds how it was that Paul concluded the last chapter, talking in reference to fruit, and what kind of fruit one is bearing. And that the wages paid for sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life [good fruit].

<opentext> Paul is still on the same thought here, so let us be attentive to hear what the Lord has to say through Paul here.

<opentext> The law, had it's purpose prior to the day of Pentecost. Even after Pentecost, if a man still chooses to live under the law, then the law is what he will be judged by, and we should know what that outcome will be.

 

<opentext> Gal 5:4 Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace. (KJV)

 

<opentext> If one chooses to live under the law, they have fallen from grace [and we are saved by grace through faith], and Christ and His sacrifice has become of NO effect to them. Now in verses two and three, Paul uses the description of marriage to try to bring a clearer understanding to this analogy. If a person is married to the law, they are in trouble. No matter how good a person may be well living under the law, they are married to another, and are an adulteress under the spiritual implications that Paul is describing here.

 

<opentext> Yet, how often do people still try to live under portions of the law, and the law of faith at the same time?

<at-peace> many are mixing faith with the doctrines and commandments of man

<disciple> most prefer to live under the law, since they don't exercise their faith

 

<opentext> Now remember, again here Paul has been talking about fruit. A tree is know by it's fruit. And any kind of marriage [spiritual] still tied to the law is going to produce what kind of fruit?

<at-peace> dead   <disciple> corrupt

 

<opentext> Or as Isaiah talks about, things that are very stinky, as well as incapable of producing life. Many people and preachers try or attempt to use verses 2 and 3, to enforce their own doctrine, or denominational doctrine, so we need to see what the Lord Himself has to say regarding this.

 

<opentext> In John chapter 4, when the Lord came to the well, He was wearied and tired, yet found the strength to minister to the woman at the well. Even though she was a Samaritan [or as some would say of a different denomination] the Lord still talked with her, and ministered grace and truth to her. He offered her words that are Spirit and life, offered her the living waters, even though she had been married five times, and was living with a man unwed at the present time.

<opentext> Don't people often hear scriptures with what has previously been taught or said about them, rather then hearing what the Father is wanting to say through them?

<at-peace> yes   <chosen> yes   <disciple> yes

 

<opentext> So even though they are seeking liberty that is in Christ, they are still married to another, as long as they continue to live under the law, and the commandments and doctrines of man, rather the under grace as described by the law of faith, which Paul covered a bit in chapter 3 of this epistle. 

 

<opentext> Rom 7:2-5, 3 If she lives with another man while her husband is living, she's obviously an adulteress. But if he dies, she is quite free to marry another man in good conscience, with no one's disapproval. 4 So, my friends, this is something like what has taken place with you. When Christ died he took that entire rule-dominated way of life down with him and left it in the tomb, leaving you free to "marry" a resurrection life and bear "offspring" of faith for God.  (from THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> A new life in Christ. That is what our marriage with Him is able to produce. 

<opentext> Yet, if a person had got remarried, but kept going back to the old wife, how strong, or how long do you think the new marriage or old husband would last?

<disciple> it would not last long at all  <chosen> not long

 

<opentext> What then happens to us, when one tries to live under the law and grace at the same time?

<disciple> we fall from grace and our relationship with Father is severed

<at-peace> cannot serve God and mammon, for you will either hate the one and love the other... double minded man is unstable in all his ways

 

<opentext> Good answers...What happens to the believer then, when they try to keep the old marriage alive [the law] and yet attempt to get the new marriage to become stable and strong?

<disciple> we sever our relationship with Father, and begin to live our lives with our own stinking thinking

 

<opentext> As Charlene said in the previous answer, we will hate one, and love the other...like the waves of the sea be tossed to and fro. Which ever doctrine suits the lower nature at the time, is the one they will live by.

<opentext> Today, we have the opportunity to strengthen our relationship with Christ, and produce a fruitful life that is pleasing to Him and the Father.
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<at-peace> Acts 9:5  And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks. (KJV)

<at-peace> Father brought this verse to mind in reference to the last couple of questions in study

<opentext> unless one becomes totally committed to Christ, the old traditions and doctrines will break up the new marriage

<at-peace> Gal 2:18-21  For if I build again the things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor.
For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live unto God.


I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain.  (KJV)

<opentext> cutting of immediately, those areas of the lower nature that the Lord shows are a hinderance to our walk and relationship with Him...

<opentext> but most like their cheese and whine...

<at-peace> lol..true

<opentext> 1 Cor 13:10-11 But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away.  When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things. (KJV)

<opentext> growing up into Him in all things

