Bible Study Wednesday 5 June 2002


Do you appreciate how unique, how special you are to God?

John 3:16 For God so loved the world (you), that he gave his only begotten Son, KJV

How often is it that one will indeed take their salvation for granted?

 

Philippians 2:12-13 So, my dearly loved friends, as you have always been obedient, so now with reverence and awe keep on working clear down to the finishing point of your salvation not only as though I were with you but much more because I am away; 13.  for it is God Himself who is at work in you to help  you desire it as well as do it. (Williams New Testament)

 

[As ye have always obeyed] Continue to act on the same principles and from the same motives; having the same disposition which was in Christ; laboring so as to promote his glory. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

We all can admit that we have not always obeyed. Yet, as Paul tells us further on in this epistle, that we should forget those things which are behind, and press onward toward that mark of the prize. Yet, how often does one dwell on the mistakes, rather than His grace?

 

[Work out your own salvation] Go on, walking by the same rule, and minding the same thing, until your salvation be completed: till, filled with love to God and man, ye walk unblameably in all his testimonies, having your fruit unto holiness, and your end everlasting life. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

How often is one more concerned with what others are doing or listening to, and thus neglect their own walk? If one is more concerned with where others are at, or what they are doing, their own walk must be being neglected!

 

[With fear: and trembling] Considering the difficulty of the work, and the danger of miscarriage. If you do not watch, pray and continually depend on God, your enemies will surprise you, and your light and life will become extinct; and then consider what an awful account you must give to him whose Spirit ye have grieved, and of whose glory ye have come short. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

As Williams says in his translation, “so now with reverence and awe keep on working clear down to the finishing point of your salvation,” otherwise one will be surprised and overtaken by the attack of the enemy. The five foolish virgins (Matthew 25) allowed their light to be extinguished.

 

[For it is God which worketh in you] Every holy purpose, pious resolution, good word, and good work, must come from him; ye must be workers together with him, that ye receive not his grace in vain; because he worketh in you, therefore work with him, and work out your own salvation. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

It is the gift of Christ, the power and wisdom of God which you have received; now will you utilize it?

 

[To will and to do] The power to will and the power to act must necessarily come from God, who is the author both of the soul and body, and of all their powers and energies, but the act of volition and the act of working come from the man. God gives power to will, man wills through that power; God gives power to act, and man acts through that power. Without the power to will, man can will nothing; without the power to work, man can do nothing. God neither wills for man, nor work's in man's stead, but he furnishes him with power to do both; he is therefore accountable to God for these powers. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

In Him dwelt all the fulness of the Godhead, (within the body of Jesus of Nazareth), and you are complete in Him, or you should be. Have you accepted all that He has for you?
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