5 July 2004 Monday Bible study.

 

<chosen> thank you Father for the blessing of this time to learn more of you as we hear your wisdom and counsel this day... we thank you for all that you have provided for us and for making it possible for us to walk in union with you... we pray that we will be pleasing children to you this day as we obey your voice, through Christ Jesus

 

[05:03] <opentext> Rom 8:9-11, 9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. 10 And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, KJV

 

<opentext> Now one thing that one has to notice and keep in mind as we go through this part of this chapter on Paul's letter to the Romans, is how in these verses one has to notice and be attentive to how it constantly says these things will happen, will transpire in the believers life...IF

<opentext> One will not be in the flesh, but operating in and by His Spirit...if one is willing to allow the Spirit of Christ to take up residence within them. To dwell within them and cohabit together.

<opentext> I think back to what Jesus Christ told the disciples in the gospel of John, that "if" we continue in His Word, then are we His disciples indeed.

<opentext> "IF" Christ be in you, dwelling and cohabiting with you, then the body is dead because of the fallen nature brought about by sin, but the Spirit is life because of His righteousness.

<opentext> So how can one expect to be risen with Him, if they have not allowed Him [Jesus Christ] to cohabit with them?

<chosen> we can't                <disciple> they can't

 

<opentext> Rom 8:11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. KJV

 

<opentext> So we can see then, that one has to be cohabiting with Him; that is a union, a partnership shared with Him. Yet, does one always maintain their end of this partnership?

<chosen> not always                 <disciple> no

 

<opentext> And so when we have not maintained our end of this union or partnership, and things are not going as we think they should, how often is that we [the individual believer] will acknowledge and accept the responsibility for our failure to live in the proper accordance of His law of faith, and life in the Spirit?

<disciple> sometimes we look for blame in other places but ourselves, where we should start

<chosen> sometimes not at first, but God is never the one that fails, so it can only be us.

 

<opentext> Doesn't one often forget that He [God] has already done his part in this [this union, this relationship with Him], and that it is now up to us to fulfill our part of it?

<disciple> sometimes

<chosen> sometimes we may forget that He has already done all that He can

 

<opentext> Now if you went to a motel, and outside it looked real nice and inviting, so you got a room, but, when you went into the room, you found that it was a total mess, unkempt, dirty, in disarray, and torn apart as well as stinky, how long would you stay there?

<disciple> not long                  <chosen^> not a minute

 

<opentext> So when in our own life, when we do not maintain the temple for Him to cohabitate in, why should it be a surprise to us, when He does not want to, will not stay there?

<disciple> it shouldn't be a surprise at all...we know what we are doing, just choose not to do right

<chosen^> it shouldn't be

 

<opentext> Rom 8:11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. KJV

 

<opentext> So we can see here then what Paul is trying to convey to us, that "if" we expect to remain risen in and with Him, then one has to have and present an adequate place for Him to dwell or cohabitate in.

<opentext> The exterior is not of importance as so many people think, but it is the internal condition of the temple that is essential to have kept and maintained. Yet, is this always a persons first priority?

<disciple> not always   <chosen^> no

 

<opentext> Luke 9:58  And Jesus said unto him, Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head. KJV

 

<opentext> Does one always remember, or consider what Jesus of Nazareth went through, to present an adequate place of dwelling for the Spirit of Christ?

<chosen^> no   <disciple> no

 

<opentext> Are we often more concerned with how, why and where we are dwelling, rather then whether we have an appropriate and adequate place for Him [the Spirit of Christ] to dwell [place of cohabitation]?

<disciple> not often for me...learning to be content in what He has blessed me with

<opentext> So we can see how easy it is to read that first part of verse 11, and miss how it is necessary for us to preset an adequate place of cohabitation for the Lord, if we expect to have Him live and abide within us, and to maintain our partnership with Him.

<opentext> Just as the Lord told us to seek first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness, and then all that we have need of [not the wants and desires of the flesh] would be made available to us, to fulfill His purpose and plan for our life.

<opentext> So each day, we have to check our priorities, to be sure that we first present an adequate place of cohabitation for His Spirit, so that we are able to remain risen with Him.
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