5 January 2006 Thursday Bible study.

 
<chosen> we thank you Father for the blessing of this time with you, to hear your words for us that are able to cause us to grow in Christ as we walk in your ways this day.... we pray that we might be an example of the believer this day to all those around us, for your praise and glory, in Christ Jesus we pray
 
<opentext> Rom 15:17-18, 17 I have therefore whereof I may glory through Jesus Christ in those things which pertain to God. 18 For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ hath not wrought by me, to make the Gentiles obedient, by word and deed, KJV
<opentext> Paul's confidence of the work that Father has begun within Him. And yet when a person has this confidence, how often do people take it as being arrogant?
<chosen> many do      <disciple> most     <helpmate> yes, i have seen that happen
<greg> one of the many cheap excuses, for those that don’t know their rights and authority in the word
<disciple> when looking through the flesh, it might seem like arrogance...most people will see it that way, but in the spirit, one can identify with that boldness
<at-peace> when they have a form of godliness yet deny the power thereof
<opentext> Just as Paul tells us to be followers of him, as he was of Christ; we too have to grow in confidence in the work that Father has begun within us, so that we can speak boldly as He wants us to speak.
<opentext> Yet how often are people intimidated by others, and will not speak that which Father wants them to speak?
<chosen> when walking in fear rather than faith
<greg> Jer 1:17Thou therefore gird up thy loins, and arise, and speak unto them all that I command thee: be not dismayed at their faces, lest I confound thee before them. 18For, behold, I have made thee this day a defenced city, and an iron pillar, and brazen walls against the whole land, against the kings of Judah, against the princes thereof, against the priests thereof, and against the people of the land.19And they shall fight against thee; but they shall not prevail against thee; for I am with thee, saith the LORD, to deliver thee (KJV) 
<greg> when walking by sight and not faith
<disciple> if they focus more on the flesh, than in the Spirit
<opentext> As we saw yesterday in Ephesians, how Paul requested prayer that he would open his mouth boldly pertaining to those things Father had taught him concerning the mystery of the gospel. But for this to happen, one has to know who they are in Christ, and that which has been made available through the gift of Christ.
<opentext> That is why it is imperative that one takes note of that which Paul says in verse 18 here, that he only speaks of those things which Christ had brought about in Him.
<opentext> Now consider that for a moment, how often do people run around and are quick to parrot that which they have heard others speak, and yet have no confidence to present that which they may have heard from the Father?
<helpmate> they never took the time to check it out like the Bereans did
<disciple> most are like the seven sons of sceva...memorized scripture without the faith to back it up
<chosen> when God's Word is not rooted and grounded within them
<greg> when their salvation is no longer  based on grace through faith, but rather has become one of works and scripted messages
<at-peace> for many it is easier to mimic than to be who they are in Christ, not taking the time to grow in grace and in the knowledge of Jesus Christ
<opentext> Paul wanted to bring them into obedience to the Word, by sharing with them those thing that were operational in his life, that he heard from Father to share with them.
<opentext> Now also consider this, how often is it that when people do not hear or obey that which Father has us speak, how often do people take it personally?
<helpmate> yes, we are picking on them and singling them out
<chosen> when they're aiming to please man rather than God
<greg> it can become a pity party, rather than hear a message of love they take it as a personal attack
<at-peace> John 15:20Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also. (KJV)
<at-peace> often times one forgets that many did not receive the Lord, so why would they listen to us
<opentext> Now as one tries to apply to their life that counsel which they have heard from the Father, don't people often assume that things should then proceed smoothly in their life?
<helpmate> yes     <disciple> a lot of people believe it should
<greg> for many without the confidence in their walk, they think something is amiss if it doesn’t go as smooth as they think
<chosen> many think that
<opentext> So we can see then why it is so vital that one has confidence in their relationship with the Father by and through Christ Jesus. So that they are able to speak boldly when asked to speak those things which are pleasing to the Father. And just as Jeremiah was counseled, not to be concerned with their faces, but rather remaining intent on pleasing Father.
<opentext> So why is it then that people will take a stand for any other issue in life, but when it comes to the mystery of the gospel they will most often give into the peer pressure?
<helpmate> they do not want to give up the time that it would take them to learn the mystery of the gospel of Christ...they might have to change their lifestyle
<chosen> one's example and words should be that of Christ's no matter who it is that we're talking to and no matter what subject we are talking about, it should always line up with God's Word
<greg> it is the mystery, and the doctrine of Christ, which will set one free at the cost of putting away childish things, traditions and doctrines of man which is based on outward works and not an inward renewing
<at-peace> lack of confidence one can't hold fast to or forth the Word of life in a pure conscience
<opentext> Death and life are in the power of the tongue. Therefore the words that one speaks are either Christ, or anti-Christ. Yet how often does one really consider this before they do open their mouth?
<disciple> that should always be the primary focus when talking...is it Father speaking through me, or am i talking out of the fleshly desires and/or grumbling 
<chosen> more and more each day, because my words could be enough to cause one person to turn to Christ, if i speak wisely
<helpmate> they are either for or against...hot or cold...no in between, no riding the fence
<greg> whatsoever is not of faith is sin, the importance of knowing what to speak
<at-peace> Eccl 5:2Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to utter any thing before God: for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth: therefore let thy words be few. 3For a dream cometh through the multitude of business; and a fool's voice is known by multitude of words. (KJV)
<opentext> Today, we have the privilege, the honor of being a representative for God, so let us be that example of the believer that gives a proper portrayal of Christ in action  in the believers life.
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