5 February 2004 Thursday Bible study.

 

opentext> Father, we thank you for this day that you have made, and the opportunity to fellowship with you by and through Christ Jesus. Let each of us be receptive to your voice and your Word, that we may receive that which we have need of to sustain us this

 day.

 

<opentext> Rom 4:16 Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all, 17(As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations,) before him whom he believed, even God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they were. KJV

 

<opentext> Of faith, by grace. Words that are often said and used, but seldom is the depth

 and life of their meaning understood or comprehended.

<opentext> Even for those who do believe, how easy is it to use those words, without

 contemplating the full meaning of them?

<chosen> we need to learn to be quick to hear and slow to speak

<helpmate> yes, and not lean to our own understanding

<opentext> Even for Christians, it is easy to become lax at times, if one does not alway

 maintain their focus in and on the mark of the prize of the high calling of God in Christ

 Jesus. If one loses focus, then how easily, or readily are they apt to doubt the promises of

 God?

<disciple> would be very easy, once the focus is lost....no direction toward the truth

<helpmate> no vision

<at-peace> confusion and uncertainty begins immediately

opentext> If one takes the promises of God lightly, then how easy is it to allow the Word

 to slip in their life?

<chosen> very easy, one will be tossed to and fro

<opentext> One can look at the life of Abraham, and see his obedience, yet doesn't one

 often forget the amount of time that it took for some of God's promises to be manifest in

 his life?

<helpmate> some till they were a very old couple

<chosen> yes, and we need to hold fast our profession of faith without wavering

<disciple> don't often see the time it took   <helpmate> and be patient

<disciple> sometimes see the end result, and not the growing and patience it took

<opentext> How often does one truly have patience with and in God, and the fortitude to

 wait in and on His timing?

<disciple> depends on whether we allow circumstances to dictate, or trust Him no matter

 what is going on around us

<helpmate> Matt 10:22: but he that endureth to the end shall be saved. (KJV)

<chosen> it can only develop as we remain in now faith, which is Father's time schedule

<at-peace> only when one allows Father to set the pace and then abide in and by it today

<opentext> We often say we believe God, yet when things do not manifest in our

 timetable, how soon is it before the doubts begin to enter the arena of faith?

<helpmate> only one tries to get us to believe the doubts....any way that he can

<disciple> if we maintain our strong relationship with Him, have our ears trained to hear

 Him, we will wait patiently, regardless of the timetable

<at-peace> satan is there immediately to cast in his two cents worth of doubt.. which if

 received will leaven the whole lump

<chosen> when the carnal mind is allowed to run havoc, thinking we know better than Him

<opentext> Now, one must also remember, that for doubts to enter the arena of faith, one

 has to allow them in. One has to not only allow them in, but then also give audience to

 them, for them to remain there.

 

<opentext> 2 Cor 10:5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; 6And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled.
(KJV)

 

<opentext> We can look at those that are listed in the hall of faith in Hebrews chapter 11,

 but does one always think of the amount of time used to develop their relationship with

 God, or the things which they endured to maintain that relationship with God so as to be

 pleasing to Him?

<chosen> not always     <at-peace> not always

<opentext> How could Paul talk about casting down wrong thoughts and visions, unless he was able to speak from first hand experience?

<chosen> am sure he had to practice it regularly

<at-peace> a person learns by experience

<disciple> he knew the consequences of allowing imaginations to form a vision

<opentext> And Paul goes on further to say, that these wrong thoughts and visions can only be overcome in Christ.

<opentext> In response to Charlene's comment, let me pose this question: If one believed God explicitly, would one always have to learn by the misfortunes of experience?

<helpmate> no  <at-peace> no  <disciple> no  <chosen> no

<opentext> So we can see, that for each and every believer, that they have to have faith in God and His Word. They have to develop that trust in their relationship with Him, and know that His promises are true, that His Word when followed and obeyed, cannot return void, but will accomplish the thing it was sent to do.

<opentext> Without a vision of the grace and mercy of God, the people will perish, for they are no longer able to see life in Him.

<opentext> Thus the importance of holding God to be true, and everything or anyone else a lie, so that the firm foundation remains established within us. Without faith, it is impossible to please Him.

<opentext> Paul tells us to walk in the Spirit, so one will not be ruled or governed by the leadings, the leanings of the flesh. For we know that those that are in the flesh cannot please God.

<opentext> Abraham believed God. A simple statement to make. And this is where we have to learn to see our name in there, and see that same trust and reliance in God as Abraham had.

<opentext> Now faith, that which we should be living by today.
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