5 April 2005 Tuesday Bible study.

<chosen> thank you Father for the blessings that you have freely poured out to us through your Son Jesus Christ, and we pray that we will remain thankful this day for them..... we pray that we will hear your Words of life as we come before you now to receive from you the spiritual food that we have need of, and we thank you for it, through Christ Jesus our Lord

<opentext> Rom 12:3,  For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. KJV

<opentext> God has dealt to every man, the measure of faith. Stop and ponder for a moment, that you have been given exactly what you have need of in order to hold fast the profession of faith. But, also consider that what you have been given, is exactly what you need, since you are unique in the way that God has created you, and that no one else on this earth is like you.

<opentext> Yet, how often is it that people try to compare themselves to other people, and then try to operate in the same way as the people that they may look up to?

<chosen> many do

<disciple> most do...wanting to fit into this world's ways and traditions

<at-peace> whenever one is not confident of the work that has begun in them

<opentext> Eph 4:7, But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ. KJV

<opentext> Unto every one of us, is grace given according to the measure of the gift of Christ. One must remember that Paul tells us that we are complete in Him. Do you always believe that you are complete in Him? Or do you sometimes think that maybe God forgot something with you? That everyone else was given just a bit more to operate with then you?

<chosen> this day i believe it... used to struggle with it at times though

<disciple> that is the old thinking...i know today that i am equipped with all i need, and that others may have other things that help them, but not better things

<at-peace> i know that i am complete in Him... if i start thinking that i am lacking more than others then i have my focus off 

<opentext> So we can then see why we are told that we [the individual] are "to know the love of Christ, which passes the knowledge which we think that we have acquired in this world, so that we are able to accept the fulness of the gift, so that we might be filled with all of the fulness of God. Isn't it when one starts playing old tapes that they then begin to doubt God? To question if they were adequately supplied with all that they need?

<disciple> yes, if i allow that thinking in to take root...have to immediately cast that kind of thinking down

<chosen> yes returning to the old will always cause doubts and confusion

<opentext> So then we can why in the earlier verses Paul tells us that we should not conform ourselves to this world, and it's way of operating, but rather that we should be transformed, changed by the renewing of our mind, so that our thoughts will then be in line with God's purpose and plan.

<opentext> Jesus Christ said that we would do the works that He did. And we know that He did this by active participation in the divine nature, so that he only did those things which He saw the Father do, and only spoke those things He heard the Father speak.

<opentext> How often is it that you only do those things you see the Father do? [Now remember, He has given you the measure of faith]

<chosen> i desire to always do that, but it's not always the case, sometimes the old ways rise up

<disciple> today, i am at 100% compliance...i pray that i will continue

<opentext> And likewise for what we speak, is it always only the words which we have heard the Father speak?

<chosen^> <chosen> i desire to always do that, but it's not always the case, sometimes the old ways rise up

<at-peace^> not always... but my desire is that i will always will

<disciple> i would like to always do that, also

<opentext> Death and life are in the power of the tongue. So we have a choice of that which we speak. But, what one has to be cognizant of is that faith is by hearing. and by hearing to Message that Christ has delivered to us of the safety and rescue that Father has made available to us.

<opentext> Thus we can see why we are told that we should be quick to hear and slow to speak. How often is it that one quickly reacts to that which they hear from God, only to later find out that they assumed the wrong things from what they first heard?

<opentext> In that which you now know of God and His Message, has your understanding of God's counsel changed at all since you first believed?

<disciple> absolutely  <at-peace^> yes   <chosen> yes much

<opentext> Was part of this change brought about because of misinformation that you had heard, has been corrected?

<disciple> yes    <at-peace^> yes

<chosen> yes getting rid of the things that were deeply rooted that had been blocking my hearing

<opentext> Yet, was that [misinformation] because God had not been complete in His instructions?

<chosen> no   <at-peace^> no…i had not been complete in my listening   <disciple> no

<opentext> Yet, how often did God get blamed for our ineptitude?

<chosen> too many times

<disciple> no sure how often...but, am sure i must have misrepresented my faults for His at times

<opentext> So we can then see the importance of not conforming to this world, but rather being transformed by the renewing of our minds, so that we are able to comprehend that God has given to us the fulness of the gift, so that we are able to live a life that is in full compliance with His law of faith.
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