4 October 2004 Monday Bible study!


<chosen> thank you Father for your love, and for all that you have to share with us this day... we pray that we will allow your words into our heart to lead us and nourish us, and enabling us to please you through Christ Jesus our Lord

 

<opentext> We will resume Romans 9, 19 October {Tuesday}...today, we will be covering:

 

<opentext> Eph 3:9, And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ: KJV

<opentext> And to make all men see...what is the fellowship of the mystery. 

<opentext> Now think about this for a moment, is the kingdom of God a real place?

<at-peace> yes, spiritually the kingdom of God is within us

 
Luke 17:21 Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you. (KJV)

<opentext> And Jesus Christ told Nicodemus, that one had to be born again to see, and to enter the kingdom of God (John 3:1-12). Yet, in spite of this obvious fact, how many people are able to see and perceive the kingdom of God?

<at-peace> few     <chosen> not many    <disciple> very few

 

<opentext> Often times when one reads or hears...and to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery...they think in terms of being able to show people in the Word, or point people to a certain scripture within the Word, and this is what will cause men to see. 

John 5:39-40 Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me. And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life. (KJV)

<opentext> If i am to be in union, fellowship, communion with Christ Jesus, then it is this relationship that one should be allowing people to see in operation in their life.

<opentext> Could this be why Paul said that we are to be that written epistle, known and read of all men (2Cor 3:2)?

<at-peace> yes    <disciple> yes   <chosen> yes

 

<opentext> Have you ever tried to read something where the writing or printing was smeared or very faint? How hard was it to comprehend what was trying to be presented?

<chosen> very hard          <disciple> couldn't really read it well

 

<opentext> Paul told Timothy, how God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit (1Tim3:16). What does one portray then, when they do not allow the Spirit of Christ to be clearly presented through them?

<disciple> a double minded person, not sure of who they are in Christ

<opentext> The Christians life should be a clearly written epistle, that is able to present for the world to see and read about the fellowship of the mystery. The more one allows His word to live and abide within them, the clearer this is presented to those around us.

<opentext> Now, just because people do not see, does that mean that God's Word is not alive and working in the believer?

<disciple> not at all                      <at-peace> no

 

<opentext> Think about this, we send ambassadors to other countries to present our view of things to other people, yet, are they always readily received, let alone listened to?

<chosen> no                <disciple> no, and most times they are ridiculed and persecuted

 

<opentext> How often is one's perception as a Christian, that if they are living the Godly life in Christ Jesus, then people should want to hear that which they have to say?

<disciple> most think that, but it's usually just the opposite

<chosen> not any more

<at-peace> many have preconceived notions about this from listening and observing man's traditions and doctrines

2 Tim 3:12-17  Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived. But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them; And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All scripture is given by  inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. (KJV)

<opentext> Now remember, that our life itself is supposed to speak volumes of words. Have you ever been convicted, just by having someone around you, without them saying anything?

<at-peace> yes              <chosen> yes            <disciple> yes

 

<opentext> Being the example of the believer, in word, in conduct, in conversation (1Tim 4:12-16). His Word is Spirit, and it is life (John 6:63). His Word should permeate one's life, so that that is all that people see when the observe them.

<opentext> In other words, to allow all men to see in my life, what is the fellowship of the mystery. For them to see and observe what it is to have an intimate relationship with the Father by and through Christ Jesus.

<opentext> Now if you will recall last week, we talked about "us" holding fast the profession of faith, without wavering.

<opentext> In other words, to hold near and dear to us, [the union between the believer and Christ], the fellowship of the mystery, as this is what the Message once delivered by Christ describes to those who sincerely seek Him.

<opentext> If one only sees and hears the written word on the page, will they ever develop a relationship with the Father by and through Christ Jesus?

<disciple> no, they will just end up memorizing words on a page...it takes applying that Word to our daily lives to develop a relationship with Father through Christ Jesus

<chosen> no

 
2 Cor 3:6 Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. (KJV)

<opentext> The Word that He [Christ] speaks to us is Spirit and it is life, to those who find it, and cherish it as the pearl of great price. And when they find that pearl of great price, it is proudly displayed, for all to see. 
Matt 13:45-46 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls: Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it. (KJV)

<opentext> Now, will all rejoice that you have found that pearl of great price? How much jealousy will it cause? Will some try to steal it, or even destroy it?

<disciple> immediately...satan uses others to try to steal what we have obtained

<chosen> many want to squash it

John 15:20-25 Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also. But all these things will they do unto you for my name's sake, because they know not him that sent me. If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but now they have no cloke for their sin. He that hateth me hateth my Father also. If I had not done among them the works which none other man did, they had not had sin: but now have they both seen and hated both me and my Father. But this cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is written in their law, They hated me without a cause. (KJV)

 

<opentext> To make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery! This does not mean that all men will like what they see, or want any part of it. Jesus Christ presented this for the world to see, and not many were receptive to that fellowship of the mystery that He presented for them to see.

<opentext> Today, you have the privilege, the honor, of presenting for the world to see, this fellowship of the mystery. And this is so, because this Message of faith once delivered is a way of life and living for those who are in union with Him.

 

<at-peace> o/                    <opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> a verse in reference to the first question asked.....Luke 12:32, Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. (KJV)

<at-peace> it says "little flock"... many are called but few are chosen

<opentext> As well as from the parable of the Sower, that it is given for us "to know" the mystery of the kingdom of God.
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I will be taking two weeks off from studies. Studies will resume on Tuesday, 19 October 2004. Be sure to stay in the Word to maintain your relationship with the Father, by, through, and in Christ Jesus!

Grievous words stir up anger… 
Prov 15:1-2 A soft answer turneth away wrath: but grievous words stir up anger. The tongue of the wise useth knowledge aright: but the mouth of fools poureth out foolishness. (KJV)
How forcible are right words….
Job 6:25-27 How forcible are right words! but what doth your arguing reprove? 
Do ye imagine to reprove words, and the speeches of one that is desperate, which are as wind? Yea, ye overwhelm the fatherless, and ye dig a pit for your friend. (KJV)
Prov 25:11 A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver. (KJV)
Minister grace unto the hearer…
Eph 4:29 Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers. (KJV)

Ps 37:31-34 The law of his God is in his heart; none of his steps shall slide. The wicked watcheth the righteous, and seeketh to slay him. The LORD will not leave him in his hand, nor condemn him when he is judged. Wait on the LORD, and keep his way, and he shall exalt thee to inherit the land: when the wicked are cut off, thou shalt see it. (KJV)
