4 November 2004 Thursday Bible study.

 

 

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and this time of fellowship you have prepared and blessed us with. We pray for your Words of life and truth that will enable us to hold fast the profession of faith without wavering ministering grace unto all with praise and thanksgiving in our hearts to you through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 9:31-32, 31 But Israel, which followed after the law of righteousness, hath not attained to the law of righteousness. 32 Wherefore? Because they sought it not by faith, but as it were by the works of the law. For they stumbled at that stumblingstone; KJV

 think not more highly of ourselves lest we fall into the same unbelief as Israel.

<opentext> God projects! We all get caught up in them from time to time. Not quite like the religious world does, but we do at times get caught up in them.

<opentext> Think about this for a moment; have you ever asked God for something, knew that He heard and answered, but the answer did not arrive in your time table, or in the way that you wanted it to, to the way that you expected it to?

<disciple> yes   <h-m> yes    <chosen> yes

<opentext> Now, as we heard in the Food for thought earlier this week, when the above situation came about, did you remember to put on the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness? 

<disciple> sometimes fell short and grumbled...putting on the spirit of heaviness

<chosen> no not always

putting on the garment of praise knowing that Father heard and answered; even through hearing for the weekly Bible studies.
<opentext> As Paul talks about Israel in the above verses, Paul says that they sought it not by faith; that is, that they did not continue in seeking to please God in accordance with the Message once delivered by Christ. They ignored the counsel that God gave them, and went about to establish their own righteousness.

<opentext> When one does not heed Father's counsel, one is establishing their own righteousness. Yet, when in the midst of the turmoil, does one ever think of it in this manner?

<h-m> usually not    <chosen> no    <disciple> not always

<greg> if one reacts in the flesh, no, if they are quick to hear and slow to speak (James 1:19),   responding in the spirit, yes

<opentext> Note how Paul says that they stumbled at the stumblingstone. Think about this for a moment, they ignored the Message delivered to them, and they then tripped over their own words.

<opentext> Jesus Christ gave us the ultimate example of speaking only those things He heard the Father speak. 

John 12:49-50 For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak. And I know that his commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I speak. (KJV)

<opentext> So then why do we ignore that which Father says, and blabber a bunch of words of nonsense, that work against our well being in Christ?

<greg> they walked by the answer that was right in front of them, and stumbled by looking for a different one (John 1:26, 5:39-40, 8:37)
<disciple> not being watchful of our words...forgetting that they are either life or death (Prov 18:21)
<opentext> Have you ever really put it in that context, that whenever you speak anything other then the Word of God, that one is nothing more then a blabber-mouth? And isn't that when our own words, trip us up?

<h-m> sure do      <disciple> yep

<greg> snared with the words of our mouth, no longer pressing on

<at-peace> Prov 6:2Thou art snared with the words of thy mouth, thou art taken with the words of thy mouth. (KJV)

<at-peace> Prov 18:7A fool's mouth is his destruction, and his lips are the snare of his soul. (KJV)

<opentext> And when this happens, how often is it that we want to blame God for our stumbling, when it was our own mouth that caused us to stumble?

<h-m> by thy words thy will be justified or condemned (Matt 12:37)
<disciple> i know it's my fault when i stumble...Father already provided everything to keep me from stumbling

<h-m> yes He does

<opentext> It is so easy to observe all of the failures of others that are detailed in the Word, yet how hard is it to be able to detect that when it is taking place in our own life?

<greg> its not hard when one has been there, done that and failed

<h-m> we all deny and say but it couldn't be meaning "me"

<greg> Prov 10:19In the multitude of words there wanteth not sin: but he that refraineth his lips is wise. 20The tongue of the just is as choice silver: the heart of the wicked is little worth. (KJV)

<disciple> sometimes don't see the reflection in the mirror correctly

<opentext> The key is as Paul points out, that they did not seek it out by faith (Heb 4:2). That they failed to continue hearing the instructions that would have delivered them from the power of darkness.

<opentext> Anything other then the law of faith, is the law of the blabber-mouth.

<opentext> Eccl 5:3For a dream cometh through the multitude of business; and a fool's voice is known by multitude of words. (KJV)

<opentext> In chapter 9, Paul has been showing us how people want to get involved with those things that man has established as the way which they think that they can achieve peace with God, whether by birth right of the lower nature, or the traditions and doctrines of man.

John 4:24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. (KJV)
John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. (KJV)

<opentext> Faith, is by hearing, and giving audience to the Message delivered by Christ (Rom 10:17) , and allowing His Word to become the way and the pattern for a life which will be pleasing to God.

<opentext> Yet, as simple as His Message is, how easy is it to complicate it, when we listen to man rather then God?

<disciple> very easy

<chosen> can be very easy

<greg> if one doesn’t let the peace of God rule in their guidance, it is a dead end

<opentext> Today, you have that opportunity to hear His voice, and harden not your heart to His Message, so that you may know the safe and prosperous path through the desert of this life.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<at-peace> o/   <h-m> yes charlene

<at-peace> a couple of verses to share...

<at-peace> Rom 11:20Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, and thou standest by faith. Be not high-minded, but fear: 21For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he also spare not thee. (KJV)
 
1 Cor 10:12 Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall. (KJV)

Rom 12:3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. (KJV)

Not taking our relationship with our Father for granted. Walking by faith and not by sight.
2 Cor 3:6 Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. (KJV)

John 6:63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. (KJV)
Matt 4:4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. (KJV)
Prov 30:5 Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him. (KJV)

Ps 119:9 Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according to thy word. (KJV)
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