Bible Study Monday 4 November 2002

 

We are able to look at and spot the mediocre attitudes or conduct of others, but are we able to recognize it in ourselves?

 

Philippians 2:12 labor earnestly, I say, to make sure of your own salvation. (Weymouth's New Testament)
 

To be of serious intent, recognizing that one’s spiritual eternity is what is at risk! Yet, when reading the scriptures, when pondering the scriptures, do we always take it this seriously? Does one always consider what is at risk, what is at stake?

 

If one was always seeking to maintain their own relationship with God, how much time would you have to be concerned or preoccupied with that which others are doing?

 

1 Peter 4:15-16 But let not one of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evil-doer, or as a spy upon other people's business. 16 If, however, any one suffers because he is a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God for being permitted to bear that name. (Weymouth's New Testament)

 

Definition for “busybody”: from 245 and 1985; overseeing others' affairs, i.e. a meddler (specially, in Gentile customs): one who takes the supervision of affairs pertaining to others but in no way toward himself, a meddler in other men's affairs.

 

The inspector of another; meddling with other people's concerns, and forgetting their own; such persons are hated of all men. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

One who busies himself with what does not concern him; that is, one who pries into the affairs of another; who attempts to control or direct them as if they were his own. (From Barnes' Notes)

 

If you are always concerned with other people’s affairs, how much effort can one be putting into their own relationship with God? There is no middle ground, to be mediocre or lukewarm, warrants the same results as one being cold. What kind of attitude will you have this day?
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