4 March 2005 Friday Bible study.

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and all that you have prepared for us that will encourage and strengthen us in our journey home to you through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 11:33, Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unfathomable (inscrutable, unsearchable) are His judgments (His decisions)! And how untraceable (mysterious, undiscoverable) are His ways (His methods, His paths)! AMP

 

<opentext> For those operating without the new nature, without active participation in the divine nature, how hard is it to comprehend that which Father asks of His children?

<chosen> very hard

<helpmate> it would be as if someone was talking in a foreign language...tongues

<opentext> So if they can not comprehend what He is asking of them, will they then be able to understand His love for them either?

<helpmate> no    <chosen> no

<opentext> So if they can not understand that which He asks of them, and they can not fathom His love, how then will they respond to correction given in and for their life?

<helpmate> they won't hear it because only His sheep can hear His voice

<chosen> they wont respond to it…well not in a positive way

<opentext> Think of the times that the lower nature has got in the way for you; how did you react to Father's loving correction? 

<disciple> rebellion    <helpmate> same as i was thinking

<opentext> And the more you heard the correction, how much greater did the rebellion grow? And how many excuses did one then use to justify that which they were doing?

<disciple> they were endless, as the rebellion dug in it's heels

<opentext> And then as the rebellion or insurgency grew,  what were one's thoughts on Father's instructions in and for righteousness?

<chosen> not good thoughts

 

<opentext> 1 Cor 1:18 For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God. (KJV)

 

<opentext> How often did one think that what God was asking of them was being just a bit picky, or foolish?

<helpmate> that thought had crossed my mind…until i understood

<chosen> a few times<disciple> have thought that

<opentext> So what then is one to do, when these thoughts of rebellion or insurgency come in?

<disciple> we should cast them down, and sit quietly, listening to Father, then apply His Word to our lives

<at-peace> bring them immediately into captivity to the obedience of Christ

<chosen> go to His Word and hear what He is saying is truth

<helpmate> dust off your Bible and open it up to see what, and why He is saying what He has been trying to tell you

<opentext> If one looks at what is going on in Iraq now, is there what seems like a never ending insurgency, that wants to prevent peace from prevailing there?

<at-peace> yes    <chosen> yes    <helpmate> yes    <disciple> yes

<opentext> Yet, don't the majority of the people want peace there?

<helpmate> yes    <at-peace> yes    <disciple> yes

<opentext> And yet, so few in numbers are able to keep things in turmoil there?

<helpmate> yes...a little leaven

<at-peace> yes, seeking whom they may devour    <chosen> yes

<opentext> Why, are so few in numbers are able to keep things in turmoil there?

<chosen> they give the devil and his workers the opportunity to run riot…we wrestle not against flesh and blood

<at-peace> without Christ there is always turmoil

 

 

<opentext> 2 Tim 1:7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. (KJV)

 

<opentext> Once fear is introduced, how hard is it to uproot and remove from one's life?

<at-peace> not always easy

<disciple> takes a bit to do that...to learn to trust Father over that fear...best just to cast it down immediately

<opentext> So then if one is not able to grasp Father's love, or to comprehend it, how difficult will it be to uproot and unseat the insurgency of fear, since the opposite of love is fear?

<disciple> will be impossible    <chosen> impossible without God

 <helpmate> nearly impossible…can't do it on tour own

<at-peace> fear holds one in bondage which can only be broken in Christ…through Christ

<opentext> So the importance of establishing and maintaining a right standing with God it is imperative for His love and peace to be in control in one's life.

 

<opentext> Phil 4:7 And God's peace [shall be yours, that tranquil state of a soul assured of its salvation through Christ, and so fearing nothing from God and being content with its earthly lot of whatever sort that is, that peace] which transcends all understanding shall garrison and mount guard over your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. AMP

 

<opentext> Today, we have the opportunity, the privilege of allowing God's love to shine forth from us.
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