Bible Study Tuesday 4 June 2002


Genesis 1:26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: KJV


The image and likeness must necessarily be intellectual, his mind, his soul, must have been formed after the nature and perfections of his God. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

Have you taken on the nature of God, or as yesterday’s study pointed out; have you turned again to the weak and beggarly elements which satisfy and appease the fleshly or lower nature?

 

Galatians 5:16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. KJV

 

Galatians 5:16 I mean this: Practice living by the Spirit and then by no means will you gratify the cravings of your lower nature. (William's New Testament)
 

What is it that your heart is set upon? The lusts or cravings of the flesh is when the heart is set on itself, and on its worldly things and that which it thinks that it can possess.

[Ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.] If the Spirit of God dwell in and rule your heart, the whole carnal mind will be destroyed; and then, not only carnal ordinances will be abandoned, but also the works and propensities of the flesh. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Just as one abandons a building that is no longer fit for living or habitation; so too should one abandon their old nature, as it was not a fit habitation for the Spirit of God.

 

That an inward principle of grace in the heart will give a check to sin in its first motions, and cause it oft-times to miscarry in the womb, like an untimely birth, before it comes to its full maturity; it shall never gain the full consent of a gracious person's will, as it doth of an unregenerate person. (From William Burkitt Commentary)

 

But if notwithstanding all the opposition grace makes to hinder the production of sin, if yet it doth break forth into act, such acts of sin are not committed without reluctance and regret, and are followed with shame and sorrow, yea, those very surprisals and captivities of sin at one time, are made cautions and warnings to prevent it at another time; and thus they that walk in the Spirit, do not fulfil the lusts of the flesh. (From William Burkitt Commentary)

 

[Walk in] (better, [by]) the Spirit. Only in this way can believers rise above the limitations of the flesh and avoid fulfilling its desires. The promise is emphatic —ye shall not at all fulfill. Flesh and Spirit are opposites, locked in continual combat. If the Christian is walking by the power of the one, he cannot be in the control of the other. (From Wycliffe Commentary)
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