4 July 2005 Monday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and this time that you have prepared for us to share together in your life and truth that will encourage and strengthen us in our walk and relationship with you and with one another as we continue in the liberty that you have afforded us through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 13:1-2, Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God. 2 Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation. KJV

 

<opentext> Again, one must remember that there is no power, but of God. Keeping in mind that which Paul said, holding God to be true and every man a liar; as well as, what if some shall not believe, will it make the faith of God without effect.

<opentext> We must also remember that the Roman government at the time of Jesus Christ, was not the most honest government; nor were the religious leaders of Israel of any greater character.

<opentext> How easy is it for people to think or assume that it might have been easier to live in other times?

<chosen> it can be very easy

<helpmate> just because life was much simpler, does not mean that it was any easier

<at-peace> many only see the highlights and miss the real truth

<opentext> Thus we can see why it is imperative that we follow, imitate the example that Jesus Christ set for us to follow.

<opentext> So as we travel through our short life here on this earth, what is it that one needs to keep at the forefront of their heart and mind, so that they are able to maintain their walk in and on the strait and narrow path?

<at-peace> letting God be true seeking Him first and His righteousness

<chosen> keep studying for Father's approval, working out our own salvation

<helpmate> and all that make it to the end, shall be saved

 

<opentext> John 8:28-29, 28 Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things. 29 And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him. KJV

 

<opentext> All good answers, and all applicable. We have to seek first our relationship with God by and through His righteousness [Christ]. And one can only do this as they seek out His will in each and every instance of their life. And confident that God's promises are true if we hold fast our profession of the faith until the end.

<opentext> Thus, just as Jesus Christ said, He always did those things that were pleasing to Father. 

<opentext> If one always were to see if that which they were doing was pleasing to Father, would you say or do many of the things that you do? Would you be as quick to criticize as you do?

<helpmate> no     <chosen> you would be more watchful

<opentext> If one were to always seek that which would be pleasing to Father first, do you think that one would be more moved with compassion rather then consternation [anxiety, worry, distress]?

<chosen> yes   <helpmate> yes

<at-peace> yes, the peace of God would be ruling in one's heart

<opentext> How often does one complain before they pray and seek Father's will for how they are to respond in a situation?

<chosen> when one's focus is on the physical situation rather than focused on God

<at-peace> depends on where one's heart is at that moment.. if His peace is not ruling then the grumbling and complaining will come first

<opentext> One can see and observe how Jesus Christ lived. They can see how His life was always pleasing to the Father. Yet, how often is one willing to live as Jesus Christ did, in all instances, not just some?

<chosen> only as we die daily, keeping our flesh crucified

<helpmate> sometimes the flesh tries to take command and one forgets…for a moment

<at-peace> the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak

 

<opentext> Ps 39:1, I said, I will take heed to my ways, that I sin not with my tongue: I will keep my mouth with a bridle, while the wicked is before me. (KJV)

 

<opentext> How often does one allow their mouth to put forth the wrong words in a moment of frustration or anxiety? Doesn't is seem that it is most often easier to criticize then it is to pray about something or for someone?

<chosen> it's always best to share it with Father so He can help us deal with it, before we allow it to take root in us

<helpmate> Matt 12:34O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. (KJV)

<helpmate> Luke 6:45A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh. (KJV)

<at-peace> should be never.... but if allowed in the peace leaves and one finds themselves operating outside of faith

<opentext> In every instance where Jesus Christ did good, there was the opportunity for Him to criticizes the people that allowed these things to transpire. How often is it that we like to criticize first, and then try to make good afterwards?

<helpmate> He was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin

<opentext> One may be dissatisfied with all that is going on this day in the world around them, however, we have the ability just as Jesus Christ did to go to Father, and hear and see how He would have us handle the situation before us. One can always stop and pray, so that they have the power and wisdom of God operating in their every step of life.

 

 

(
Copyright © 2005 Rev Larry Gazelka all rights reserved
