4 January 2006 Wednesday Bible study.
 
<greg> Thank you Father for your life giving word of grace, and your salvation message of love, poured out on all mankind, to be partakers of your divine nature, we thank you this day that we can come boldly before your throne of grace, to find the help we need this day, and offer the same comfort to all those we would encounter this day as well through Jesus Christ our Lord.
<opentext> Rom 15:15-16, 15 Nevertheless, brethren, I have written the more boldly unto you in some sort, as putting you in mind, because of the grace that is given to me of God, 16 That I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, that the offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy Ghost. KJV
<opentext> Now can you imagine Paul saying that he was writing boldly, what kind of portrayal does this give you?
<disciple> he knew who he was in Christ, and believed Father's Word without doubt in his heart
<chosen> that he was serious and confident about what he spoke, as being God's Truth
<at-peace> a portrait of one who is confident in their walk
<greg> he knew his calling, and why Father had separated him from some of the other disciples, to allow Father to reveal His Son in Him, and deliver His message 
<at-peace> confident in what he has learned and been assured of knowing from whom he learned it
<opentext> How often is confidence and boldness in Christ, taken the wrong way? That is how often do people judge it with the nature of the lower nature?
<disciple> when looking through the flesh, it might see like arrogance...most people will see it that way, but in the spirit, one can identify with that boldness
<greg> they take it at times as a know it all attitude, you think your way is the only way, what about all the others, or the one I have heard is all paths lead to the same place
<opentext> Jesus Christ spoke with confidence, and we will acknowledge that. Yet few will give that liberty (confidence and knowledge) to anyone else. Could this be because Father's words often prick the heart and expose people for what they really are?
<greg> I have spoke with many, and seen their self justification rather than a confident boldness of who they are in Christ, letting God be true and anything else the lie
<at-peace> yes, light exposes the darkness that is within
<chosen> many choose to ignore those that speak the Word in truth
<opentext> And when people are exposed, if they are not ready for change within their life, how will they react?
<greg> like adam and eve did in the beginning, run for cover
<chosen> they will ignore the counsel
<disciple> they get uncomfortable and become very scarce
<at-peace> many with indignation and wrath
<at-peace> the seed has been sown and they can no longer deny in their heart no matter how hard they may try
<opentext> Wasn't it the same people that hailed Jesus Christ as their king, the same one's that called for His death?
<chosen> yes                            <disciple> yes
<at-peace> singing His praises one moment and calling for death and destruction the next
<greg> the same people that Paul ministered to, and brought the message of truth to, would later doubt his authority and allow false teachers in
<greg> 2 Cor 11:19-20, 19For ye suffer fools gladly, seeing ye yourselves are wise. 20For ye suffer, if a man bring you into bondage, if a man devour you, if a man take of you, if a man exalt himself, if a man smite you on the face.
 (KJV)
<opentext> So we can see that people will react in many different ways. And their attitudes will change from one day to another. So we can why God told Jeremiah not to be afraid of their faces, but rather to stay focused on the truth.
<at-peace> unstable in all their ways... tossed to and fro
<opentext> Exactly charlene, those who are not grounded in the truth of God's Word, will be tossed to and from by every wind of doctrine that blows through their lives. They will cling to anything that will justify their interpretation of God's Word.
<opentext> Thus why we see in the life of Jesus Christ, the more of the truth that He proclaimed, and described what was necessary for one to be an active participant of the divine nature, the less the people liked what they heard, and left Him.
<opentext> As greg pointed out, the same thing happened with Paul as well. Once the Word challenges people, and they are not up for the challenge, then they will attack the messenger, because they cannot see or hear God in that situation.
<opentext> Eph 6:19-20, 19 And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel, 20 For which I am an ambassador in bonds: that therein I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. KJV
<opentext> Again in this passage, Paul had just got through sharing with the people about all that they had available in the gift of Christ, just as Paul has done with the Romans. And as most people, they are excited and enthused when they first hear the Word. But what happens when they hear and see that God is asking for change in their life?
<disciple> they have a choice of allowing Him to lead, and make the change, or they can rebel and forfeit His blessings in their life.  
<chosen> many get too comfortable with where they're at and then won't change as God asks of them
<greg> 2 Cor 12:15And I will very gladly spend and be spent for you; though the more abundantly I love you, the less I be loved. (KJV)
<at-peace> few respond with love
<greg> we need to keep in mind for ourselves as well, that despite the reactions of others, we need to persevere and not alter the message
<opentext> And how fine of a line is there between His will and our will?
<at-peace> life or death... one moment, one choice
<chosen> one that takes discernment, seeking His will continually
<greg> death or life, in the power of the tongue, our words need to continue to be spirit and life despite how others react
<opentext> And yet when the lower nature clouds one's vision, are they able to distinguish that line readily?
<greg> if one lets the emotions get in the way, the clouds build and a storm is on the horizon
<chosen> no, one has to be seeking His voice alone, with a pure heart, then one will hear
<disciple> our thoughts are not His thoughts and our ways are not His ways...decreasing so He can increase, our will totally becoming His will
<at-peace> no, it would be like trying to find the line along the road in a blizzard
<opentext> So we can see then how vital it is, that one stays focused in and on the truth of His Word, regardless of what is transpiring around us. To hold fast the profession of faith, without wavering!
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