4 August 2004 Wednesday Bible study.

<at-peace> Father, we thank you for this day and time in fellowship together that you have blessed us with and for your Words of life you have prepared that will enable us to remain strengthened and diligent in our relationship with you through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Rom 8:26, So too the [Holy] Spirit comes to our aid and bears us up in our weakness; for we do not know what prayer to offer nor how to offer it worthily as we ought, but the Spirit Himself goes to meet our supplication and pleads in our behalf with unspeakable yearnings and groanings too deep for utterance. AMP

<opentext> How often is it, that when one is struggling, that they do not want to ask or accept help from God?

<disciple> do that occasionally...not wanting to bother Father and to show Him how good I can do it

<chosen> often,... sometimes try to hide when struggling

<opentext> Rom 8:26 Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: KJV

<opentext> Now if you have a cut or wound, and you have the medicine and band aid to cover it and protect it to enable it to mend and be healed, but you just allow them to sit on the cupboard, and never apply them to the wound, what good will they do you?

<disciple> none             <chosen> no good

<opentext> So the Spirit of God, is there to assist us in our time of need, yet if we do not ask for the assistance, none will be given.

<opentext> And how often does one get mad at God because they receive no assistance from Him, but at the same time, they never asked for that help from Him in their time of need?

<disciple> i would like to say never, but not sure that would be true

<opentext> Heb 4:16  So let's walk right up to Him and get what He is so ready to give. Take the mercy, accept the help.  (from THE MESSAGE: © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

<opentext> Heb 4:16, Let us then fearlessly and confidently and boldly draw near to the throne of grace (the throne of God's unmerited favor to us sinners), that we may receive mercy [for our failures] and find grace to help in good time for every need [appropriate help and well-timed help, coming just when we need it]. AMP

<opentext> Going boldly, confidently before the throne of grace, willing to accept His mercy and assistance, in "our" time of need.

<opentext> Father knows that which we have need of, before we ask. Yet, how often does one wait for Father's help, but never ask for it?

<disciple> happens a bit too often for me    <chosen> too often

<opentext> So His Spirit is there to help or assist us in our infirmities. Those areas where we have not developed our relationship with God. 

<opentext> He has sent His Word and provided the healing, and is there to deliver us from our destructive lower nature.

<opentext> But, one has to be that willing participant in and of His divine nature, in order for God to be able to work in our life, that we may be delivered from the power of darkness in those areas of our life where one is still struggling.

<opentext> Rom 8:26  Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought:  KJV

<opentext> When one is not sure of what to pray, or how to pray it, how often do they get frustrated because they are not able do it on their own, yet fail to seek God's assistance?

<disciple> anytime one tries to work out their salvation with works, and not thru Christ Jesus

<chosen> at times

<opentext> If you have a flat tire, but never take the jack or the spare tire out of the car, and use them as they were intended, what good will they do you?

<chosen> none        <disciple> none

<opentext> The gift of Christ has been made available to the believer, yet, if they never seek God on how to fully utilize this gift within our life, what good will He do us?

<disciple> not much

<opentext> How often is it, then when we get to an area in our life where one is struggling to obtain the victory, that they will pray or respond as they have seen others do, rather then going to God to see what is best for their life and situation?

<disciple> it's up to each individual to go to Father and receive His guidance...what is right for one, may not be right for another

<opentext> His Spirit is there to lead us and guide us into all truth (the proper solution for that which is ailing us). Yet, just as with anything, if one does not hear and heed the instructions given for the proper use and application of the product and it's intended use, the results sought will never be realized. 

<opentext> His Spirit is there to lead us and guide us, but if one is not willing to hear, heed and follow, what good will the guide do a person?

<disciple> none      <chosen> no good

<opentext> Do you always follow the instructions and counsel of the guide? Or do you oftentimes think that you have a better way or path to follow?

<opentext> Rom 8:26  but the Spirit Himself goes to meet our supplication and pleads in our behalf with unspeakable yearnings and groanings too deep for utterance. AMP

<opentext> How often is it that one thinks that they always have to have the answer when going before God?

<disciple> usually have a scenario that i think will happen...trying to predict how Father will handle things, according to how i do that

<chosen> at times

<opentext> We often forget, that when we were first born again, that we went to God, and knew that we did not have the answer, that we knew we were doomed without His help. So what is different now? Does one think they are smarter now?

<opentext> Today, at this moment, at this time, we have that ability and right in Christ, to go boldly before the throne of grace to receive that assistance we need in order to live a life that will be pleasing to Him.
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