Bible Study Thursday 4 April 2002 

Do you get mad at God, when things do not go the way that you want, or think that they should?


Jonah 4:1 But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry. KJV



[But it displeased Jonah exceedingly] This hasty, and indeed inconsiderate prophet, was vexed because his prediction was not fulfilled. He had more respect to his high sense of his own honour than he had to the goodness and mercy of God. He appeared to care little whether six hundred and twenty thousand persons were destroyed or not, so he might not pass for a deceiver, or one that denounced a falsity. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 


Jonah had obeyed the Lord by going to Nineveh and preaching God's message, but his heart attitude had not been changed to love. He so hated the Ninevites for their cruelty that deep in his heart he looked forward to their destruction. (From Wycliffe Commentary)

 


Jonah went to Nineveh, after making a detour or two along the way. One should never be mad or upset, at anyone receiving and accepting God’s forgiveness.

 


[And Jonah was displeased exceedingly] It was an untempered zeal. The prophet himself records it as such, and how he was reproved for it. He would, like many of us, govern God's world better than God Himself. Short-sighted and presumptuous! Yet not more short-sighted than those who, in fact, quarrel with God's Providence, the existence of evil, the baffling of good, "the prison walls of obstacles and trials," in what we would do for God's glory. What is all discontent, but anger with God? (From Barnes' Notes)

 


(1.) That he had so little government of himself as to be displeased and very angry; he had no rule over his own spirit, and therefore, as a city broken down, lay exposed to temptations and snares. 


(2.) that he had so little reverence of God as to be displeased and angry at what he did, as David was when the Lord had made a breach upon Uzza (1Chr 13:7-14); whatever pleases God should please us, and, though we cannot account for it, yet we must acquiesce in it.


(3.) that he had so little affection for men as to be displeased and very angry at the conversion of the Ninevites and their reception into the divine favour. This was the sin of the scribes and Pharisees, who murmured at our Saviour because he entertained publicans and sinners; but is our eye evil because his is good? (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

James 4:4-6 Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God. 5 Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy? 6 But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble. (KJV)

 

James 4:4-6 (Wanton creatures! Do you not know that the world’s friendship means enmity to God? Whoever, then, chooses to be the world’s friend, turns enemy to God. 5. What, do you consider this is an idle word of scripture? He yearns jealously for the spirit he set within us.) Yet, he gives grace more and more; thus it is said, The haughty God opposes, but to the humble he gives grace. (Moffatt translation)

 


To reject God and His Word, or His commandment (authoritative prescription), is to be angry with Him. It shows that one has more pleasure in hearing that which the world has to say with a greater affinity, than one does to hearing and obeying the Father’s counsel.

 


Why would a person not take medicine that would restore them, unless they are angry or frustrated with who gave them the medicine?

 


[Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world] How strange it is that people professing Christianity can suppose that with a worldly spirit, worldly companions, and their lives governed by worldly maxims, they can be in the favour of God, or ever get to the kingdom of heaven! When the world gets into the church, the church becomes a painted sepulchre; its spiritual vitality being extinct. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Every genuine Christian is a habitation of the Holy Spirit, and that Spirit excites strong desires against envy, a man must not suppose that he is a Christian if he have an envious or covetous heart. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

To maintain friendship with the world "is to be on good terms with persons and forces and things that are at least indifferent toward God if not openly hostile to him" (From Wycliffe Commentary)

 

Worldly people are here called adulterers and adulteresses, because of their perfidiousness (falseness) of God, while they give their best affections to the world. Covetousness is elsewhere called idolatry, and it is here called adultery; it is a forsaking of him to whom we are devoted and espoused, to cleave to other things; there is this brand put upon worldly-mindedness-- that it is enmity to God. A man may have a competent portion of the good things of this life, and yet may keep himself in the love of God; but he who sets his heart upon the world, who places his happiness in it, and will conform himself to it, and do any thing rather than lose its friendship, he is an enemy to God; it is constructive treason and rebellion against God to set the world upon his throne in our hearts. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

Natural corruption principally shows itself by envying, and there is a continual propensity to this. The spirit which naturally dwells in man is always producing one evil imagination or another, always emulating such as we see and converse with and seeking those things which are possessed and enjoyed by them. Now this way of the world, affecting pomp and pleasure, and falling into strifes and quarrels for the sake of these things, is the certain consequence of being friends to the world; for there is no friendship without a oneness of spirit, and therefore Christians, to avoid contentions, must avoid the friendship of the world, and must show that they are actuated by nobler principles and that a nobler spirit dwells in them; for, if we belong to God, he gives more grace than to live and act as the generality of the world do. The spirit of the world teaches men to be churls (covetous, greedy); God teaches them to be bountiful. The spirit of the world teaches us to lay up, or lay out, for ourselves, and according to our own fancies; God teaches us to be willing to communicate to the necessities and to the comfort of others, and so as to do good to all about us, according to our ability. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)
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