<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, and this time to gather together to partake of your bread of life. we are thankful for all that you have done for us Father, and all that you have yet in store for us this day. Father, let us come to a clearer understanding of all

 that you have set before us, that we may grow in knowledge of who we are as your children. we are so thankful for all that you have done for us through Christ Jesus our Lord...

<opentext> On our last study, we had looked at Romans 16:25-26, and that how in order to solve a mystery, that we had to compile all of the facts and clues to solve or make plain the mystery.  

<opentext> Rom 16:25-26, Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began,<opentext> But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith: (KJV)

<opentext> How do we go about compiling all of the evidence?

<helpmate> by searching for it

<mizpah> we did for the hidden information in the Word

<now-faith> seeking out all that is available

<shama> we listen to the facts

<renewed> by studying the facts that are given

<opentext> good answers.  

<opentext> John 5:39  Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.   (KJV)

<opentext> searching the scriptures.  

<opentext> Eccl 12:9-10 And moreover, because the preacher was wise, he still taught the people knowledge; yea, he gave good heed, and sought out, and set in order many proverbs.  The preacher sought to find out acceptable words: and that which was written was upright, even words of truth.   (KJV)

<helpmate> follow the example of the Berean's

<opentext> Eccl 12:11-12  The words of the wise are as goads, and as nails fastened by the masters of assemblies, which are given from one shepherd.  And further, by these, my son, be admonished: of making many books there is no end; and much study is a weariness of the flesh.
(KJV)

<opentext> by listening to one another, and hearing the insights Father has shared with the rest of the body.   being as the Bereans....taking the time...ourselves...each day to check out all that we have heard<opentext> studying for _______ approval.

<helpmate> Father's

<renewed> Father's

<now-faith> Father's

<shama> Father's

<mizpah> Father's

<opentext> how often is it, that we take the time to hear Father say to us each day...well done child?

<renewed> not very often

<helpmate> if it isn't every day...it is not often enough

<shama> not often enough

<mizpah> ummm...don't like counting that one.  not often enough.

<opentext> if you have been neglecting the Word, will you wait

 around for Him to say that?

<mizpah> nope

<renewed> no

<shama> not at all

<now-faith> no

<helpmate> no...and it won't be there either

<opentext> 1 Tim 4:14-15 Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery. Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to them; that​ thy​ profiting may appear to all.  (KJV)

<opentext> What method do we use to bring about, or make clear all of the facts that we need to make the proper decision?

<renewed> by rightly dividing what is of truth and what is not

<mizpah> we study the Word and make sure our decision lines up with the Word.

<renewed> by what lines up with the Word and what does not

<opentext> good answers

<opentext> Eph 1:9, Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: (KJV)

<opentext> then one might say, that our knowledge will be dependent on how well we know Father?

<renewed> yes

<helpmate> yes

<shama> yes

<mizpah> yes

<now-faith> yes

<opentext> John 14:6-7  Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. If ye had known me, ye should have known my

 Father also: and from henceforth ye know him, and have seen him.
 (KJV)

<opentext> and...unless we know the Son, how will we ever know the Father?

<now-faith> we never will

<helpmate> we won't

<shama> we won't

<mizpah> we won't

<renewed> we won't

<opentext> Col 1:26-27, Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but ​now is made manifest​ to his saints: To whom God​ would make known​ what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you,

 the hope of glory: (KJV)

<now-faith> 0/

<opentext> yes michie

<now-faith> would it be the more we allow Christ to be revealed in and through us, the more knowledge we will be aware of and the more we will know Father?

<opentext> yes, and we will see that much more clearly through today's, and tomorrows study

<now-faith> ok

<opentext> if you will recall, that a manifest is a bill of lading or list of goods. though the mystery had been hid, it is now made plain or manifest to His saints. and it is to these saints, God​ would make known​ what is the riches of the glory of this mystery. interesting...how it is...made manifest....and yet God would make known.....so we can see that Father has laid it out there for all to see, yet we have to seek God, to find that which is made plain. as we look at and study the Word, and grow in His knowledge....we will look at scriptures, those that Father has opened to us, and wonder why others can not see that which is so plain to us.  

<opentext> any of you recall when younger, those ring decoders

 they used to have in cereal boxes?

<now-faith> lol, yes

<renewed> no

<mizpah> oh, yeh

<helpmate> never saw one either

<opentext> okkk...how about have any of you known pig latin?

<now-faith> lol, yes

<mizpah> yeh

<shama> yeah

<renewed> have heard it being used

<opentext> so unless the one you were talking to, had an

 understanding of what you were saying...what good would it do?

<mizpah> none

<renewed> no good

<helpmate> none whatsoever

<shama> none at all

<opentext> Col 1:26-27, Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is ​made manifest​ to his saints: ​To whom God would make known​ what is the riches of the glory of ​this mystery​ among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: (KJV)

<opentext> so then, until we come to an understanding of who the Son of God is, we will always be missing what Father is saying within His Word. the moment we start to have an understanding of who Christ is, we are able to start breaking the code.  

<now-faith> we start seeing and hearing more clearly as the scales of the flesh fall off more and more as we grow in that knowledge?

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:10, But God​ hath revealed​ them unto us​ by his Spirit​: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. (KJV)

<opentext> the more the flesh is put aside, the clearer our vision becomes.  God uses His prophets and apostles to bring clarification to His Word. God used the prophets to set in order the details of His plan for the redemption of man-kind. God did this, by revealing certain facts to certain prophets. He had the old testament prophets scribe that which

 was pertinent to His plan.  

<opentext> Definition for **revelation** …apokalupsis- 1) a

 laying bear, making naked  2) a disclosure of truth, an instruction

  a) concerning things before unknown  b) used of events by which

 things or states or persons  hitherto withdrawn from view are

 made visible to all  3) manifestation, appearance.

<opentext> God has revealed them, by His Spirit...

<opentext> Rom 8:9
But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.


(KJV)

<opentext> so then...if God has revealed them By His Spirit, then it is not any wonder, that those that are in the flesh, cannot please God....

 <now-faith> no, no wonder at all

<mizpah> it is impossible for them in the flesh to please Father

<opentext> and anyone walking in the flesh, then is blind as far as God is concerned, and anyone they lead will also fall in the ditch.  

<helpmate> and they will also be responsible for leading them there.

<opentext> Eph 3:3-5, How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, Whereby, when ye read,*** ye may understand*** my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) Which in other ages was not made known unto

 the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; (KJV)

<mizpah> so, anyone in the spirit is foolish for giving ear to anyone in the flesh.

<opentext> yes. note at the end of those verses....now revealed....by the Spirit.

<opentext> Rom 8:5-8  For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit.  For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.
Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.
So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.  (KJV)

<opentext> so each and every day, we have the choice to serve Father through the Spirit....or grovel in the flesh.

<helpmate> lol...i read enmity as empty

<now-faith> that too!!

<opentext> who is our teacher?

<now-faith> Holy Spirit

<renewed> the Holy Spirit

<helpmate> the Holy Spirit

<mizpah> the Holy Spirit

<opentext> John 14:26, But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father​ will send in my name​, ​He shall teach you​ all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. (KJV)

<now-faith> o/

<opentext> yes michie

<now-faith> is there any difference when it is written Holy Spirit or Holy Ghost?

<opentext> no

<now-faith> ok

<opentext> John 16:13-14, Howbeit when he, the ​Spirit of truth​, is come, he will guide you into​ all truth​: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. He shall glorify me: for he shall

 receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you. (KJV)

<opentext> I Jn 4:6  We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us. Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error.   (KJV)

<renewed> o/

<opentext> yes cheryl

<renewed> in John 16:14 ... he shall receive of mine ... what is mine .... Father's glory?

<opentext> Christ's obedience to all that Father asked of Him, it was for this that He was and is glorified.

<renewed> ok

<opentext> Isa 28:12
To whom he said, This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; and this is the refreshing: yet they would not hear.   (KJV)

<opentext> yet, how many are refreshed by the Word?

<mizpah> not very many

<now-faith> was also thinking of John 17:22, would that be suitable?

<shama> not many

<shama> not many

<now-faith> not many at all, as most just read it and not hear

<helpmate> not many....you have to willingly enter in, by study and seeking.

<opentext> John 17:22-23  And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one: I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.   (KJV)

<opentext> the joy of the Lord...an obedient child...is our strength....we have to remember, that the law was the schoolmaster up until Christ....now we can partake, and learn of the Holy Spirit. Here in the New covenant, it is for each and every believer to understand all that Father has for them. The Holy Spirit will lead us and guide us into all truth. However, one has to be willing to be led. Have any of you ever tried to take a dog where it did not want to go?

<now-faith> yes

<renewed> yes

<mizpah> tried

<shama> yep

<opentext> do you think that Father is going to lead us around on a leash?

<now-faith> uh no!

<renewed> no

<helpmate> nope

<shama> no He won't

<mizpah> no, He sure won't!

<opentext> To Paul was revealed the mystery of the Gospel. Something that had been hidden in the world until the day of Pentecost, but now was made plain by the Holy Spirit to God's apostles and prophets to freely share with God's people. and since Father is no respecter of person's, and He revealed it to Paul....what about you?

<helpmate> He will to me too.....if i diligently seek Him

<now-faith> so long as I seek, He will reveal it to me too

<renewed> yes if we are willing to take the time to seek it

<mizpah> if we keep an open mind, and listening heart, He will.

<opentext> so then, it is up to us to gather all the facts, compile all of the clues, and then ask Father to make plain to us, all that is within His will for His children.

<helpmate> each one of us

<mizpah> and not let somebody do all the digging, and we sit back and take it in, either

<helpmate> we can all share what we have learned....but it is something we have to do on an individual basis. 

<opentext> this will be a good place for us to close today...any questions from today's study?

<renewed> If we have the mind of Christ, is it then that the Holy Spirit is used to bring about truth and the renewal in our minds?

<opentext> correct

<renewed> ok thanks

<opentext> cheryl....as we are born again, it is then that we have the Spirit of Christ within us, that causes us to seek and know the truth, which produces the mind of Christ...obedience to Father...and causes us to seek to please Father.

<renewed> oh okay

<mizpah> larry, i was thinking about listening to those in the flesh.  that is what satan would have us to do.  they can't offer anything, including understanding of where they are, themselves.

<opentext> miz....as in the castles...the enemy could not get in, unless they lowered the draw bridge and opened the gate...and this is what we do when we give ear to those in the flesh.

<mizpah> yes...and we in the spirit ought to know better than to do that.

<opentext> we should

<mizpah> What is the difference in being a good listener to somebody and giving ear to somebody in the flesh, then?

<helpmate> we have to feed our spitit man daily....if we don't the spirit man gets weak and dies out and the flesh gets stronger.......you have to be either in the spirit man or in the flesh.....it has to be one or the other....but not both.

<opentext> miz...a good listener will hear what is said, and will take it to Father to hear the truth, and whether they should even answer......

<opentext> Prov 26:4  Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest thou also be like unto him.  (KJV)

<opentext> the only time i owe and answer, is when they ask of the hope that is within me.

<mizpah> if somebody is in the flesh, they want immediate answers...they don't want to wait for the person to take it to Father and get back to them.

<now-faith> 2 Tim 2:23  But foolish and unlearned questions avoid, knowing that they do gender strifes.  (KJV)

<opentext> Paul says that we are to owe no man anything but love...and that love is that God so loved the world, that he gave His only begotten Son.

<opentext> miz let me ask you this.   has there ever been times that the silence Father has

 me keep is deafening?

<mizpah> oh, yeh! and it is in that silence...pertaining to me...that i listen to Father.

<opentext> before Pilate, Jesus Christ witnessed a good confession...and how much did He say?

<mizpah> He didn't say a word

<now-faith> that is true larry... I may have gotten very angry with

 you for your silence, but the truth is that it always caused me to go to Father for the answers and hear what I needed to.

<opentext> exactly michie..

<mizpah> it is difficult to keep silent sometimes, or accept the silence from another, but that was our example.

<now-faith> thereby not having a person to blame or for excuse

<opentext> and many times when we answer...we will try to soothe...or make the message easier then it should be...and to dilute God's Word would not be good, so silence is much better.

<now-faith> and you do in fact give a person a choice in that... they can either turn to Father for the answer or they can continue in the emotions and such of the flesh and turn

 completely away, can't they?  Because Father says that no flesh should glory in His presence so it isn't up to another person to give us the answers, is it?

<mizpah> you know...if we are speaking when we should be silent, then we are telling Father we know how to handle a situation better than He does.  thinking more highly of ourselves than we ought.

<opentext> i marvel many times, when i stop to think, that Paul's epistles cover about a 33 years span...and that is all we have recorded from him.

<opentext> michie....the only time we should really be answering...is when they are indeed asking of the hope that is within us. any other answer would be an answer according to our flesh. 

<now-faith> that is true

<mizpah> that cuts down a lot of answering...lol

<opentext> it is the flesh that always likes to think that it has the answer.

<now-faith> was seeing an analogy during study.... one of a crime scene.  For one thing police use different tools  for different crime scenes to gather evidence.  So why would we try to discern something of the spirit with the flesh?  Also, in a crime scene where there has been blood washed from the surface, they have a special light that illuminates where the blood was and thus the trail of evidence.  We have to allow His light to shine forth in order<now-faith> fleshly eyes.

<mizpah> i was taught all my life to have an answer...even if you had to fake it.  that is the way of the world, not Father.

<opentext> Mark 8:23-26  And he took the blind man by the hand, and led him out of the town; and when he had spit on his eyes, and put his hands upon him, he asked him if he saw ought.  And he looked up, and said, I see men as trees, walking. After that he put his hands again upon his eyes, and made him look up: and he was restored, and saw every man clearly.
And he sent him away to his house, saying, Neither

 go into the town, nor tell it to any in the town. (KJV)

<now-faith> yes, heard that verse too!! it is made manifest---the evidence is there and is for all to see, but you have to use the correct tools to see and hear... then it is made known?

<opentext> the eyes of the flesh are not able to read the bill of lading. it is like a ciphered letter.

<now-faith> ciphered?

<opentext> it takes the eyes of the Spirit to bring to light that which is inscribed there.

ciphered=coded = encrypted

<now-faith> yes! like that special light used in the crime scene.  To look at a room that has been washed of the blood, you would never know it was there, turn off the lights and turn on that special light and the room might be covered.  oh ok.

<opentext> it is only with that Light, that we are able to see the blood of Christ.

opentext> Eph 2:13  But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.   (KJV)

<opentext> if one only sees the blood of Jesus...they do not understand the sacrifice Father required, and only see men as trees.

<opentext> Heb 9:14-15  How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?  And for this cause he is the mediator of the new

 testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance.   (KJV)

<renewed> sorta like looking and seeing the promised land, but

 not entering in?

<opentext> exactly.  one can see the promised land...and have some idea of what is there, but can never partake nor fully understand until it is to late

<renewed> ok

<mizpah> larry, when it says sometimes were afar off...that means that we weren't just afar off one time and then got saved? I was thinking about us wandering off after getting

 saved, and the blood of Christ draws us near, again.

<opentext> any time you error or sin...what is it that allows you to be pardoned?

<mizpah> the blood of Christ...our Mediator between us and Father.

<opentext> and does Father rememeber past transgressions?

<mizpah> no, He sure don't

<mizpah> oh...so He couldn't remember us being afar off, right?

<opentext> I Jn 1:9 ​If we​ confess our sins,​ He is​ faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (KJV)

<opentext> Isa 43:25  I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and ​will not remember​ thy sins.(KJV)


<mizpah> that is so wonderful!

<shama> awesome :-)

<opentext> Ps 103:12  As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us. (KJV)

<now-faith> wow, those verses...

<now-faith> the blood of Christ only being manifested by the Spirit.

