3 November 2004 Wednesday Bible study.

 

<greg> Heavenly Father we come before you this day, to worship you by being doers of the word as well as hearers, thanking you for the gift of Christ, and the truth revealed to set us free from all the wiles of the devil through Jesus Christ our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 9:31-32 And Israel, who seemed so interested in reading and talking about what God was doing, missed it. 32 How could they miss it? Because instead of trusting God, they took over. They were absorbed in what they themselves were doing. They were so absorbed in their "God projects" that they didn't notice God right in front of them, like a huge rock in the middle of the road. And so they stumbled into him and went sprawling. (from THE MESSAGE: © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.) missing the trees through the forest
 

<opentext> As we have seen throughout this chapter, Paul has shown us how people have tried to tie themselves to God and His family by all of the physical links (John 8:37-59), and missed the fact that it is by His grace, through faith {the seed}(Eph 2:8-9) that one is able to be delivered from the power of darkness, and translated into the kingdom of His dear Son (Col 1:13).

<opentext> Many people have read about God, and from those readings they can tell you many things about God. But, will that alone get them into His family?

<chosen> no           <disciple> nope

<greg> 1 Tim 2:4-5, 4Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. 5For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;  (KJV)

<greg> many begin the journey, but never come to a knowledge of the truth

<at-peace> one has to be able to see to enter into the kingdom of God (John 3:2-12)
 
<opentext> As "the Message" translation says, that they missed it; so with all of this knowledge that they have of God, how then can they miss it?

<greg> many would rather let a pastor lead them rather than the holy spirit

<disciple> they put more trust in themselves and their own abilities to save themselves, using His name like a free pass

<at-peace> by being blinded by the traditions and doctrines of man

<at-peace> their heart was far from Him

 Mark 7:6-9 He answered and said unto them, Well hath Esaias prophesied of you hypocrites, as it is written, This people honoureth me with their lips, but their heart is far from me. Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men, as the washing of pots and cups: and many other such like things ye do. And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition. (KJV)

<opentext> Regardless of how independent man thinks that he is, man is a follower. The question that then faces each individual is, who or what are they going to follow. Jesus Christ gave us the counsel to come follow His example (1Peter 2:21-25). And as Paul said to follow him, as he followed Christ (1Cor 11:1)

John 13:15 For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you. (KJV)

<opentext> It is the Spirit of truth, who will lead us and guide us into all truth (John 16:13), if we will follow His guidance. So the question then is, why doesn’t one always follow the guidance of His Spirit?

<disciple> one doesn't always hear clearly, and some don't hear Him at all, or shrug Him off to do their own thing

<greg> they don’t like how the path looks at times, and would rather follow an easier one

one not willing to give up their will as Jesus Christ had set the example 

Luke 22:42-43 Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done.And there appeared an angel unto him from heaven, strengthening him. (KJV)

<opentext> As "the Message" translation said, they get caught up in their God projects; they think of all the things they want to do to please God, that they never hear the counsel of His Spirit on that which will please God.

<opentext> They get so absorbed in what "they want to do" that they fail to hear or see that which God is asking of them.

<opentext> Have you ever got so caught up in your God projects, that you failed to hear that which He was asking of you?

<disciple> yes      <at-peace> had fallen in that area at times

<greg> Prov 16:11 A just weight and balance are the LORD's: all the weights of the bag are his work. (KJV)

<greg> there are times one thinks they should be reading more, when Father is asking us to put into practice what He has asked of us already

 
John 5:39-40 Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me. And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life. (KJV)

- keep it simple – don’t look at the big picture

<opentext> Rom 9:33, Isaiah (again!) gives us the metaphor for pulling this together: Careful! I've put a huge stone on the road to Mount Zion, a stone you can't get around. But the stone is me! If you're looking for me, you'll find me on the way, not in the way.  (from THE MESSAGE: © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> When reading this portion of scripture, i often think of the saying that says, that people cannot see the forest for the trees. How often is it that one looks for God, and yet God is there all around us, for all has been created by Him.

<opentext> How often is it that one asks God where He is? And because one is so caught up in their God projects, that they are no longer able to hear or see Him while in this self-imposed state of confusion.

<greg> man is always looking for bigger and better things from God, and miss the simplicity of what He has provided already for us

 

<opentext> Good point Greg, we have "the gift" made available to us; yet how often is it that people think that this gift is inadequate to perform all that we may require of it?

<disciple> when we don't listen and plow ahead of Father

<greg> most of the projects i see out there, people are waiting for God to do something else, when all that is needed has been provided, they promise liberty to the people, but they themselves are still the servants of corruption (2Peter 2:18-19)
 

<opentext> If one is walking down a path, would they be looking for "the stone" among so many other stones? Would they notice "the Rock" among so many other rocks?

<disciple> depends on whether they are patiently searching for that certain rock or stone

<at-peace> if walking by sight one would be seeing a lot of rocks that look the same, if by faith they would able to pick out the Rock among all the rest

<greg> unless the eyes of their spiritual understanding has been enlightened, they will settle for a cheap imitation (Eph 1:18-23)
 

<opentext> We can look and shake our heads at how blind Israel was, and yet how often does one get caught up in the same deception that they did?

<disciple> has happened as we think we know better than Father

<greg> if one lets their guard down, one will get hit with the same fiery darts

 
Eph 6:16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. (KJV)

<opentext> To walk by faith (2Cor 5:7)! To walk in accordance with the counsel and instructions delivered to us by and through Christ Jesus, so we too will only speak the things we hear the Father speak, and by following His example, will only do the things we see the Father do (John 8:28-29, 8:38, 12:49-50, 14:10). The simplicity of the gospel of Christ.  yet, if operating in the flesh, so easy to walk by (2Cor 11:3).
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