3 May 2004 Monday Bible study.

 

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time that we have to fellowship with you by and through Christ Jesus. With open hearts and minds we covet your words of life that are able to nourish and sustain us through this day, and to serve you because we are cognizant of how much you first loved us.

 

<opentext> Rom 6:21-22, 21 What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are now ashamed? for the end of those things is death. 22 But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life. KJV

 

<opentext> Life or death, light or darkness, good or evil. There are only one of two realms in which a person can be living. Prior to Christ, one lived in the realm of darkness, which the end result is death. And so if one was an active participant in that realm of death, the only kind of fruit which they could produce, would be of death, contrary to what people may say or think.

<opentext> Yet, how often do we see people try to justify themselves because they are good by the standards that they or others set?

<disciple> most do, but all have to work out their own salvation according to the Word, not based on others

<chosen> see that often

<at-peace> they have a form of godliness but deny the power thereof

 

<opentext> Thus one can see why one has to hold fast the profession of faith without wavering. If one does not hold fast to the Word of God which is true, then doesn't one then give credence to the lies?

<chosen> yes           <disciple> yes

 

<opentext> There will either be good fruit, or bad fruit, but there can be no in between. Yet, how often does one keep the line between the two realms clearly defined?

<disciple> not as much as we should...am sure i fall short 

 

<opentext> Matt 12:33, Either make the tree good, and his fruit good; or else make the tree corrupt, and his fruit corrupt: for the tree is known by his fruit.  (KJV)

 

<opentext> The way we should know, but does one always adhere to the Lord's guidance, or does one sometimes want to give in to the pressures that are around them? [That is, attempting to pacify the people for whatever reason]

<disciple> sometimes become people pleasers...have to be watchful to remember to only please Father...those that love Him will be pleased, the others doesn't matter

<chosen> we need to learn to seek first His guidance and obey it, no matter what the cost

 

<opentext> Rom 6:20-22, 21 But do you call that a free life? What did you get out of it? Nothing you're proud of now. Where did it get you? A dead end. 22 But now that you've found you don't have to listen to sin tell you what to do, and have discovered the delight of listening to God telling you, what a surprise! A whole, healed, put-together life right now, with more and more of life on the way! (from THE MESSAGE: © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> Along the strait and narrow path, every step of the way, the devil and his workers will have detour signs, or billboards advertising the temptations that he has placed off of the strait and narrow path.

<opentext> One has to remain focused in and on the mark of the prize, regardless of what everyone else is saying or doing.

 

<opentext> Mark 4:19, And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful. (KJV)

 

<opentext> If one does not stay focused in and on "the prize", how easy is it for one to become distracted?

<chosen> very easy

<disciple> very easy...the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life takes over

 

<opentext> His kingdom is not of this world, yet how easy is it for one to become attached to the things of this world, and forget the path which we should be following?

<disciple> if they don't keep Father the priority, it is easy

<chosen> the things of this world will always let us down .... Father never will

 

<opentext> Note in Mark 4:19, how it tells us the end result is that one becomes unfruitful. Yet, many times people think they are still producing for the kingdom of God by the standards they or others have set, but because the god of this world has blinded their hearts and minds, they are deceived into thinking they have good fruit. How imperative is it that one does not proceed on anything, until they have the peace of God which passes all understanding?

<disciple> essential

<chosen> very

<at-peace> very...implications that could bring life or death

 

<opentext> A very good example of this we can see in the Gospels, where the people told the Lord if they had went in and on their timetable, that Lazarus would have still been alive. What advice would you have given to the Lord in this situation?

<disciple> hopefully to do what He heard from Father to do...not that He would need advice

 

<opentext> As we walk through this world and this life, we are supposed to be walking with Him and in Him. Yet, how often do we try to give the Lord the same instructions [for our life] as the people did in the above example?

<disciple> have done that too many times   <chosen> me too

 

<opentext> If one is serving the Lord with all of their heart, mind and soul, their full focus and attention will be on the fact that they recognize how much He first loved us, and will want to reciprocate that love. Then one's life will be producing the fruit that is pleasing to Father.

<opentext> Enoch walked and talked with God, so we know His life was fruitful, pleasing to the Lord. Yet, were there any others that followed his example? And we can see the same with Jeremiah. Today, are you focused in and on the Lord, or trying to determine what kind of fruit you are producing?
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