3 March 2005 Thursday Bible study.

 

<chosen> thank you Father for your words of life that you have for us each day... we are thankful for your love and your grace, that allows us to be able to come before you to hear that which we have need of, to encourage and strengthen us in our walk with you, through you Son and our Lord Jesus Christ

 

<opentext> Rom 11:31-32, 31 Even so have these also now not believed, that through your mercy they also may obtain mercy. 32 For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all. KJV

 

<opentext> Remembering that God chastens and rebukes those whom He loves. So we can see then that faith is essential for one to be able to hear and receive the correction that Father has for His children.

<opentext> So for those that do not believe, doesn't it show that they think or assume then that there is no need for correction or change in their life?

<disciple> yes    <chosen> yes    <helpmate> yes

<opentext> Yet, when correction is given to us, does one always at first think that it is essential for them? 

<helpmate> not always    <disciple> no    <chosen> no

 

<opentext> Heb 12:11 Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby. KJV

 

<opentext> So when one develops routines or habits, how difficult is it for one to be educated to do things in a different manner? How much resistance does one put up?

<disciple> the lower natures fights it every step of the way...up to us to allow the Spirit within us to overcome the lower nature

<greg> at first one sees no reason to change it, if its not broke don’t fix it

<helpmate> sometimes it is really hard to change...one has been doing something for such a long time that they can still do it without realizing they are doing it

<chosen> when one gets comfortable in the habit it is hard to break out of it

<opentext> How difficult then is it for one to bring about change in their life, if they are not able to see Father's love in the correction given?

<disciple> not easy at all, if not impossible    <chosen> very difficult

<greg> Matt 25:24Then he which had received the one talent came and said, Lord, I knew thee that thou art an hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and gathering where thou hast not strawed: (KJV)

<greg> they see God as a dictator rather than a Father

 

<opentext> Heb 12:11 At the time, discipline isn't much fun. It always feels like it's going against the grain. Later, of course, it pays off handsomely, for it's the well-trained who find themselves mature in their relationship with God.  (from THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> This translation describes it well, in saying that it seems as if it is going against the grain; that it is rubbing the flesh the wrong way; going against the habits or routines it has developed.

<opentext> And how often does one use what the rest of society is doing to justify their habits or routines?

<helpmate> have seen that done

<greg> they waver like the waves of the sea, which ever way the winds of doctrine are blowing

<disciple> that would be like comparing apples with cabbage

<at-peace> when seeking to please man rather than God

<opentext> I like the way it also says, that it pays off handsomely for it's the well trained [those who study to show themselves approved unto God] develop and mature in their relationship with God.

<opentext> How often when we were growing up, and we did what other young people were doing, that we thought that we were mature and well developed; but until we heard and acquired the wisdom given to us by mature adults, did one think that they were mature?

<opentext> So if you hang around those that reject Father's love [correction and counsel] what do you think your attitude towards God and His love will be?

<helpmate> not positive one is either for or against

<disciple> the same as the ones we hang out with

<greg> one will lean toward popular opinion rather than truth

<chosen> one would reject it

<at-peace> evil communications corrupt good manners

<opentext> So how often does the old way of thinking and living affect one's relationship with God?

<chosen> anytime that we resurrect it

<disciple> the old thinking will always affect our relationship with Father badly

<greg> its a constant fight to keep the body in subjection to the spirit, going upstream rather than with the flow of the feel good doctrine

<at-peace> leaning to our old understanding is not submitting to the wisdom and counsel of God and it only takes a little leaven to affect the whole lump (relationship)

<opentext> So doesn't one then have to continually see themselves as that new creation in Christ, and be readily aware of the fact that in Christ old things are past away [correction received and applied]?

<disciple> yes    <helpmate> yes    <chosen> yes

<at-peace> yes, remaining confident of the good work He is doing within us and that it will be brought to completion as promised

<at-peace> Heb 3:14For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the end; (KJV)

<opentext> Once one has applied the correction to their life, often times one doesn't even remember that it was a problem anymore. But to those that are still struggling in that area, it still seems as a mountain. So we can see how important our example is to those that are still around us in unbelief. And even though one may not think they are being observed, those that are seeking a way out, will be watching what we do, even though they may never ask.

<opentext> How often has the example of other mature Christians affected your life, even though they did not say anything directly to you? Didn't just their example cause you to seek answers from God?

<helpmate> yes    <chosen> very often    <disciple> yes    <at-peace> yes

<opentext> Today, you have that opportunity, the privilege to allow the light of the glorious gospel of Christ to shine forth from you for others to see.

(
Copyright © 2005 Rev Larry Gazelka all rights reserved

