3 March 2004 Wednesday Bible study.

[<chosen> thank you Father for the Gift of your love, through your Son Jesus Christ, thank you for making it possible for us to come before your throne of grace to learn of you.... we pray that we will be good stewards of all that which you have blessed us with in your Word, learning to seek you first above all else this day through your Son Christ Jesus.

<opentext> Rom 5:1-2, 1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: 2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. KJV

<opentext> Being justified by faith! Right standing with God, because one has heard the Message delivered by and through Christ Jesus, and in hearing the Message has asked God to reveal Christ within them, so that they may be that same example of the believer that Jesus of Nazareth was, by obedience to the Spirit of Christ within.

<opentext> In hearing the Message [the Word], one then is able by developing their hearing, to be able to see [without a vision, the people will perish] that which God has prepared for those who love them.

<opentext> Without being justified by faith, how can one expect to be at peace with God?

<disciple> they cannot

<chosen> we won't be

<at-peace> without faith it is impossible to please Him

<opentext> So then if one is not at peace with something [anything] in their life, would that not be a good indicator that one is not operating in faith in that portion of their life?

<disciple> yeh   <chosen> yes   <at-peace> yes

<opentext> In everything give thanks; pray without ceasing; the necessity of that constant fellowship, communications with the Father by and through Christ Jesus, the only Mediator. It is by living and operating in faith, that one has peace with God, which then gives them the confidence to access the throne of God.

<opentext> Heb 4:16 Let us then fearlessly and confidently and boldly draw near to the throne of grace (the throne of God's unmerited favor to us sinners), that we may receive mercy [for our failures] and find grace to help in good time for every need [appropriate help and well-timed help, coming just when we need it]. AMP

<opentext> God has not given us the spirit of fear, but rather the Spirit of His love, by the power of Christ afforded unto us, that produces a sound mind that allows one to live and walk in that Spirit of Christ; which reminds one to be confident of the work which He has begun within them, and allowing Him to continue that good work within by yielding always to the Spirit of Christ; thus, one knows that they are His child, and are able to recognize that God does provide all that they have need of [giving us this day, our daily bread] this day, to be able to live and operate in His grace.

<opentext> When one operates within these guidelines, within the realm of His Spirit, then they have peace with God. Yet, how often do people always wonder why there is no peace within their lives, even though they are operating apart from, separate from the Message once delivered?

<disciple> when living in the flesh, or trying to operate without Father's guidance...we forget

<opentext> Rom 5:2-3, 2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; KJV

<opentext> We have access by faith into this grace; knowing who we are in Christ, is what gives one the ability to overcome any and all obstacles that may cross their path.

<opentext> Can one finish a race if they are sitting on a stool?

<disciple> nope   <chosen> no  <at-peace> no

<opentext> Now we know that Jesus Christ was obedient to all that Father asked of Him. We know that we are told to follow the example that He set for us to follow. Yet, when tribulations cross one's path, why do they get so discouraged?

<chosen> usually because i'm trying to get through it on my own, rather than taking it to Him

<disciple> don't want to get off the stool and go to Father...just want to sit and watch a miracle happen

<at-peace> because one forgets the words of our Lord... that all those who live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution and one will focus on the circumstances instead of seeking the way of escape

<opentext> John 15:18-19, 18 If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. 19 If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.  KJV

<opentext> People want to identify with God, and at the same time to be able to identify with the world. [And we should know that a house divided will not stand]. He that is not with Him, is against Him.

<opentext> As Charlene pointed out, that it is easy to observe things through the lower nature [focusing in and on the external circumstances] rather then walking and staying focused in the realm of God [the Spirit].

<opentext> Thus we can see why Paul is telling us in these first few verses, that one has to be justified by faith, in order to be at peace with and in God. If one cannot conform to the Message, how can they expect to be at peace with God?

<chosen> cannot be  <disciple> can't

<opentext> Rom 12:2  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.  (KJV)

<opentext> The customs, traditions and traits of this world, tries to control the way you think, the way you dress and the way you are to act so as to fit in with them. Thus why Paul said that we should be transformed or changed by the renewing of our mind, with the truth of God's will for us (Gal 1:3-4), that is that we should accept the sacrifice that Jesus Christ made for our sins and infirmities, and apply His Word as the source and strength of our lives, so that we are dependent upon Him, and not this present evil world.
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