3 June 2004 Thursday Bible study.

 

<opentext> Father, we are grateful for this time, this place, and this means of communicating our faith in Christ Jesus with one another, as we learn more from and of you by and through Christ Jesus. Let us be open and receptive to your voice, that we may obtain that which we have need of to sustain life in your Spirit this day.

 

<opentext> Rom 8:1-2, 1 THEREFORE, [there is] now no condemnation (no adjudging guilty of wrong) for those who are in Christ Jesus, who live [and] walk not after the dictates of the flesh, but after the dictates of the Spirit.  [John 3:18.]  2 For the law of the Spirit of life [which is] in Christ Jesus [the law of our new being] has freed me from the law of sin and of death. AMP\

<opentext> No condemnation, to those who are "in" Christ Jesus, for they have been relieved of the corpse they carried around for years, that dictated their life, and are now free to live and operate by the dictates of His Spirit.

 

<opentext> Yet, how often does one have a tendency to pick up hitchhikers from the past?

<chosen> whenever we look back behind us

<disciple> when we are backing up, rather than going forward

 

<opentext> And when exactly is it that one looks or goes backwards? Isn't that determined by whose dictates one is listening to?

<disciple> yes...the flesh or spirit...one's choice     <chosen> yes

 

<opentext> Weymouth's New Testament, Romans 10:17  And this proves that faith comes from a Message heard, and that the Message comes through its having been spoken by Christ.

 

<opentext> To walk by faith, that is according to the Message [the dictates of life in His Spirit] one has heard, that has come straight from the throne of God and the Lamb, and it's having been delivered to us by Christ.

<opentext> Thus the need for one to always discern and rightly divide each and every word which they hear, to know for sure the source. Otherwise, what will happen?

<disciple> they start listening to a corpse, and will begin the slow death

<opentext> Just as in the flesh, how often does one always eat those things which are healthy for them? Or does one often eat junk foods that slowly poisons their bodies, and sets many of the wrong things in motion?

<disciple> we slip at times, and eat junk, then pay for it with symptoms

 

<opentext> Through all of chapter seven, Paul was pointing out to us what happens when one tries to operate off of the dead works of the flesh, and the contamination that sets in. Now, at the start of this chapter, we see Paul stressing the need, the necessity for living and abiding in Christ.

 

<opentext> Rom 8:2 A new power is in operation. The Spirit of life in Christ, like a strong wind, has magnificently cleared the air, freeing you from a fated lifetime of brutal tyranny at the hands of sin and death.  (from THE MESSAGE: © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> A new power is supposed to be in operation within us. Now, one can have power in a house, but if they never turn on the switch that is essential to put that power in operation, what good is that power to or for them?

<chosen> no good    <disciple> none

 

<opentext> Deut 28:1-2, 1 And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments which I command thee this day, that the LORD thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth: 2 And all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God. KJV

 

<opentext> Many will hear the Word of God, many will say how good the Word of God is to them and for them. Yet, if one fails to observe and "do" all that they hear, isn't that the same as leaving the power switch off?

<chosen> yes    <disciple> yes

 

<opentext> And when one fails to be a doer of the Word, haven't they then made the choice to take counsel from a corpse, rather then from the living God?

<disciple> yes

 

<opentext> Weymouth's New Testament,  Romans 8:2  for the Spirit's Law - telling of Life in Christ Jesus - has set me free from the Law that deals only with sin and death.

 

<opentext> The law of faith, is what "should be" governing one's life. But, for this to happen, doesn't one have to not only hear each and every word that proceeds forth from the throne and mouth of God, but then become a joyful doer of that Word as well?

<chosen> yes

 

<opentext> We are supposed to present ourselves to God, a living sacrifice, yet, if one has a corpse on their back, is this possible to do?

<disciple> not at all   <chosen> no…we would not be a sweet smelling sacrifice

<opentext> So when one hears that Word which Father has for us, is one then cheerful in hearing and receiving it, or does one mumble and grumble a bit? maybe even look for reasons or excuses on how and why not to obey it?

<chosen> we need to be joyful that He would speak with us and share His words of life with us individually

<disciple> we should always be joyful to receive His Word, and quick to obey, but that doesn't always happen

 

<opentext> Now remember, that the Word tells us that our Example, showed us obedience even unto death. And this is the Example that one has to follow to have life in and with the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus.

<opentext> When one hears His Word, to die to all self cravings and motivations, and quickly and joyfully set aside all self reasoning, and do all that the Father asks of you. This is what it is to have life in His Spirit, and to abide in that life and union with Him.

<opentext> It is when one hears and heeds the Message delivered to them by and through Christ Jesus, that one then has a vibrant and joyful life in Him, and with Him. So why would anyone make the choice of death over this great opportunity of life before them?

<opentext> So why would one

<disciple> they allow the flesh to overcome them

 

 

(
Copyright © 2004 Rev Larry Gazelka all rights reserved

