Bible Study Monday 3 June 2002
 

If one leans to their own understanding, it is hard for one to comprehend God’s love for them.

 

1 Corinthians 2:14 An unspiritual man does not accept the things that the Spirit of God teaches, for they are nonsense to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are appreciated by spiritual insight. (William's New Testament)
 

How often is it that you still try to understand and comprehend God on the natural or carnal level? One often tries to bring God down to their level and reasoning, rather than being risen with Christ, and maintaining their focus and attention above. 

 

But the natural man-- The apostle appears to give this as a reason why he explained those deep spiritual things to spiritual men; because the animal man-- the man who is in a state of nature, without the regenerating grace of the Spirit of God, receiveth not the things of the Spirit-- neither apprehends nor comprehends them: he has no relish for them; he considers it the highest wisdom to live for this world. Therefore these spiritual things are foolishness to him; for while he is in his animal state he cannot see their excellency, because they are spiritually discerned, and he has no spiritual mind. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

All too often, one tries to relate to God with his natural or carnal understanding. When one does this, they are not able to see or understand why and how God created us, and as such, one begins to proceed down the wrong path of understanding and comprehension. How easy is it to be led or steered wrong, by one’s earthly nature and desires?

 

The problem arises because one has a tendency to walk more often by the flesh (the natural or physical man), where the majority of one's understanding and trust has been placed and developed, and thus, the spiritual aspect of one’s being has never been adequately developed, nor has a lasting, trusting relationship with God been established.

 

Galatians 4:9 But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of God, how turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage? KJV

 

Galatians 4:9 but now, since you have come to know God, or rather have come to be known by Him, how can you turn back to your own crude notions, so weak and worthless, and wish to become slaves to them again? (William's New Testament)

 

One seldom thinks of returning to their old ways, as becoming slaves. Yet, whenever one returns to the ways of the flesh, that is exactly what they are doing. Today, is the day which the Lord has made, and is your relationship with Him your first priority?

 

[To the weak and beggarly elements] After receiving all this, will ye turn again to the ineffectual rites and ceremonies of the Mosaic law-- rites too weak to counteract your sinful habits, and too poor to purchase pardon and eternal life for you? (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

They knew him now because he had known them, as shown by his overtures of grace toward them. It is incredible that people with such a history would turn again to weak and beggarly elements (as contrasted with the Gospel), putting great store by special seasons. (From Wycliffe Commentary)

 

Galatians 3:3 Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh? KJV

 

Galatians 3:3 Are you so senseless? Did you begin by the Spirit, but are now approaching perfection by fleshly means? (William's New Testament)

 

The Galatians thought that they were going more deeply into the spirit; for the flesh may be easily mistaken for the spirit, unless believers maintain a pure faith. (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

 

As Paul tells us so clearly in the first chapter of the book of Galatians, that it was not until he allowed himself to be separated from all fleshly ties, that God was able to reveal His Son in Him. What are the fleshly ties that are hampering or restricting you, from receiving all that God wants to share and reveal to you?
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