Bible Study Wednesday 3 July 2002


 

There are many who in word and tongue profess to know God, and yet in their lives and conversations deny and reject him; their practice is a contradiction to their profession. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary) 


Titus 1:16 They profess to know God, but by their actions they disown Him; they are detestable, disobedient, and useless for anything good. (William's New Testament)

Titus 1:16 They profess to know God; but in their actions they disown Him, and are detestable and disobedient men, and for any good work are utterly useless. (Weymouth's New Testament)
 

When one is in disobedience, do they ever think of it as disowning God? Yet isn’t this exactly what one is doing when they enter the realm of disobedience?

 

Even in the world, we hear people say to do as they say, not as they do. This is in total contradiction of what Paul wrote to Timothy of being an example of the believers. Most people do live by two sets of standards; those that they live around other Christians, and those by which they live their everyday life.

 

2 Timothy 3:5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. KJV

 

[Having a form of godliness] The original word morphoosis  (grk 3446) signifies a draught, sketch, or summary, and will apply well to those who have all their religion in their creed, confession of faith, catechism, bodies of divinity, etc., while destitute of the life of God in their souls; and are not only destitute of this life, but deny that such life or power is here to be experienced or known. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

They have religion in their creed, but none in their hearts. And perhaps to their summary they add a decent round of religious observances. From such turn away-- not only do not imitate them, but have no kind of fellowship with them; they are a dangerous people, and but seldom suspected, because their outside is fair. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

They have a head knowledge of God but lack the relationship within their heart or spirit. 

 

2 Timothy 3:7 Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. KJV

 

[Ever learning] From their false teachers, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth, because that teaching never leads to the truth; for, although there was a form of godliness, which gave them a sort of authority to teach, yet, as they denied the power of godliness, they never could bring their votaries to the knowledge of the saving power of Christianity. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Nothing is more common than for persons to be very busy and active in religion, and even to "learn" many things about it, who still remain strangers to the saving power of the gospel. (From Barnes' Notes)

 

Ever learning. Listening with greedy ears to every one that comes along, but never learning anything. (From People’s NT Commentary)

 

There are many professors of Christianity still who answer the above description. They hear, repeatedly hear, it may be, good sermons; but, as they seldom meditate on what they hear, they derive little profit from the ordinances of God. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Professing themselves to be wise, they become fools, as Paul told the Romans.

They have no more grace now than they had several years ago, though hearing all the while, and perhaps not wickedly departing from the Lord. They do not meditate, they do not think, they do not reduce what they hear to practice; therefore, even under the preaching of an apostle, they could not become wise to salvation. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

There is no growth, no maturity in their walk and relationship with God. For when it is the time that they should be teachers, now they are needful for someone to again instruct them in the very basics of Christianity.
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