3 January 2006 Tuesday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this blessed day and time in fellowship together to share in your life and truth that brings about that peaceable fruit of righteousness when exercised in our life so that we can present your pure love that is like no other to all that we come in contact with this day to your praise, honor, and glory through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 15:15-16, 15 Nevertheless, brethren, I have written the more boldly unto you in some sort, as putting you in mind, because of the grace that is given to me of God, 16 That I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, that the offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy Ghost. KJV

 

<opentext> Paul has spent this letter to the Romans, yielding to the Father, so that a clear depiction of Christ is presented to those that have ears to hear, and eyes to see.

<opentext> Even for our own lives, we can think of all of the times that God has wanted to reveal something to us (which He did, but because of faulty hearing or eyesight unable to comprehend), but for whatever excuse, we were not able to receive what He had for us.

<opentext> The Word clearly tells us that God has poured out His Spirit upon all flesh; so we know then the availability of His Spirit is there for all to receive of. The revelation of His Word is there for all to see, yet, why is it that so few make the decision to be partakers of His divine nature?

<at-peace> many begin in the spirit, but get caught up in the flesh, the traditions and doctrines of man and don't go any further...having allowed the cares of this life to come in and choke the Word

<disciple> becoming a Christian and living the life of a Christian are two different things, but most don't make the distinction

<opentext> But too, don't some remain under the law, and never enter into that liberty that is in Christ?

<disciple> yes

<opentext> Gal 3:23-26, 23 But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed. 24 Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith. 25 But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster. 26 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. KJV

<opentext> God wants to reveal Himself to us, but if one is caught up under the law, will they ever be able to see that which God has revealed?

<disciple> no, they will continue to carry their own yoke, and be down trodden beneath the bondage of the law

<at-peace> no, the veil will still be upon their hearts

<at-peace> 2 Cor 3:14-16, 14But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the same vail untaken away in the reading of the old testament; which vail is done away in Christ.15But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the vail is upon their heart. 16Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be taken away. (KJV)

<opentext> How often is it that that which we were taught by the schoolmaster, prevented one from seeing and receiving that which God had for them?

<disciple> yes, that has happened...looking at the Word through the physical, rather than entering into His Word by the Spirit

<at-peace> that happens whenever one is only looking at the messenger and does not see past the vessel being used, so that they can see and receive the message as being from God... knowing no man after the flesh, but after the Spirit

<opentext> Doesn't one often marvel at the length of an epistle like Romans, and wonder how with so much being presented to them, they could still remain so blind and ignorant? 

<disciple> we see that everyday...things have not changed since Romans

<opentext> But then consider, how hard of hearing were we (or are we yet still at times)?

<opentext> So the schoolmaster was always steering us to God, so that Christ could be revealed to us. Yet, as mentioned, that if one looked at the vessel being used, then one was never able to proceed past the vail that hindered the lower nature.

<at-peace> depends on where one's heart and mind is at whether or not they will hear and receive what Father has prepared for them

<opentext> Gal 3:27-29, 27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. KJV

<opentext> And then once one receives Christ, then they still have to make that choice to continue in the Spirit. As mentioned previously, many begin in the Spirit, but then revert to the lower nature hoping to bring perfection.

<opentext> It is not until one proceeds past that vail, that they are able to begin to see and comprehend that which God has prepared for them. And because it is a new realm, does one always believe that which they see?

<at-peace> sometimes it goes above and beyond what one could ask or think

<at-peace> 2 Cor 12:2-4, 2I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught up to the third heaven. 3And I knew such a man, (whether in the body, or out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) 4How that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter. (KJV)

<opentext> How often is it that people will see God at work in, as well as working through someone else, but never believe that that is possible for themselves?

<disciple> if one sees oneself as Father sees them, they know they are a finished work, and will see others the same way, and one won't marvel at how Father uses anybody, including themselves

<at-peace> whenever one lacks confidence in that which they have been given... if one looks at themselves as being able to do it, it seems impossible, but if they look through His eyes and walk by faith they will know that with Him all things are possible

<opentext> So we can see then how that Paul is presenting to them that which Christ is, and what God has made available to each and every person through the gift of Christ.
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