3 January 2005 Monday Bible study.

<chosen> thank you Father for this day and for all that you have freely blessed us with through your love for us... we pray that we will be attentive to your Word as you speak to us at this time and allow you to be our main focus, as we do all things to please you this day through Christ Jesus our Lord

<opentext> Rom 10:17-18, 17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 18 But I say, Have they not heard? Yes verily, their sound went into all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the world. KJV

<opentext> Have they not heard?  Yes and no.

<opentext> As we talked about a bit last week, that one can hear a sound, but no distinguish what it was that they heard. (Matt 16:2-4, Luke 12:54-56, John 3:7-12)
<opentext> Now this can be for a sound that one is not familiar with, but also it can be when one is not being attentive to what is being said.

<opentext> God's Word has gone to all of the world, the fact is that the majority of people do not put forth the effort to hear and learn of that which He has spoken.

<opentext> John 5:39-40, You search and investigate and pore over the Scriptures diligently, because you suppose and trust that you have eternal life through them. And these [very Scriptures] testify about Me! 40 And still you are not willing [but refuse] to come to Me, so that you might have life. AMP

Mark 7:6-9 He answered and said unto them, Well hath Esaias prophesied of you hypocrites, as it is written, This people honoureth me with their lips, but their heart is far from me. Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men, as the washing of pots and cups: and many other such like things ye do. And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition. (KJV)

John 10:10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. (KJV)

<opentext> Case in point, how many people can quote and re-quote scriptures, and yet miss of whom they talk about?

<disciple> a great many people can do that...even memorize the Bible word for word, but not understand it

<chosen> many   <at-peace> many 

….having a form of godliness, but deny the power thereof
<opentext> Even for ourselves, for years we heard the scriptures, but we did not hear them, because one listened to what someone else had to say about them rather the authors intent.

<opentext> And, as one continues to grow and mature in the Word, it is a continual process. Think of how many verses you thought that you understood, until God asked you to hear it, and look at it through His eyes. (eyes of our understanding being enlightened Eph 1:18)
<opentext> It all comes down to how intently one is listening to, giving audience to that which is being spoken.

<opentext> Think about this, God does not change. So if God does not change, our inability to hear, was it God's fault or ours?

<at-peace> ours

<disciple> the more we abide in His Word, obeying Him in what we hear, the clearer His voice becomes to us

<opentext> So we can see then, that God has been speaking and annunciating the same thing from the beginning, and that it was our faculties of hearing that were misguided, mislead, or just plain lazy.

<opentext> How often have you heard multiple explanations of something. Which version did you believe, and why?

<opentext> How often was the version that you believed, later proven to be false? So how and why were you duped?

<disciple> either there was rebellion to what i heard, or i wasn't hearing clearly what was being said

<chosen> when we choose to believe what we want to believe rather than what Father says is truth

<at-peace> many times one will believe hearsay (second hand knowledge) rather than going to the source to find out if what was spoken was true or not

…having our senses exercised to discern both good and evil (Heb 5:14) rightly dividing the word of truth (2Tim 2:15)…. To recognize if what is spoken is out of line with the truth of God’s Word

…if not sure, go to the source, the One who does have the wisdom and knowledge of all things (Rom 11:33, Col 2:2-3)
Prov 8:11-12 For wisdom is better than rubies; and all the things that may be desired are not to be compared to it. I wisdom dwell with prudence, and find out knowledge of witty inventions. (KJV)

<opentext> Have they not heard? They have not heard God's voice, and His intent and purpose of that which He has spoken. Why? Traditions, rituals, heritage or any number of things which are man's interpretation of what God intended.

<opentext> As we have talked about before, if you have problems with your automobile, are you going to go see the washing machine repairman when you have problems?

<disciple> no

<opentext> Why not?

<chosen> they don't have the correct knowledge in that which we need

<disciple> they aren't trained in auto mechanics

<opentext> Okay; now when i posted the last verses from John, did you notice what verse 40 said? Jesus Christ said that they would not come to Him, to obtain the knowledge that was essential for finding out how to obtain a right relationship with God through Him.

<opentext> So they heard what He said in verse 39, but then again they did not. They heard the sound of someone speaking, but they had no desire to learn of what those words implied.

<opentext> How often are we like that with God? And then later have to come back and ask Him what He said; or what He meant; or what the proper timetable was for that which he spoke to us?

<disciple> too many times

<chosen> at times we might grab part of His answer and run away with it, before listening for the rest of it

<opentext> Rom 10:18-19, But I say, Have they not heard? Yes verily, their sound went into all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the world. 19 But I say, Did not Israel know? KJV

<opentext> Note how Paul says that their sound went into all of the earth. Even though the sound is absorbed by something, someone, that does not necessarily mean that they will have comprehension of what it was that they heard.

<opentext> Stop and ponder for a moment, Israel had all of the facts concerning the time of arrival on this earth for Messiah, so even with all this knowledge, because of unbelief in that which they heard, they rejected Him whom the Father had sent. 
John 5:41-47 I receive not honour from men. But I know you, that ye have not the love of God in you. I am come in my Father's name, and ye receive me not: if another shall come in his own name, him ye will receive. 
How can ye believe, which receive honour one of another, and seek not the honour that cometh from God only? Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father: there is one that accuseth you, even Moses, in whom ye trust. For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me: for he wrote of me. But if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye believe my words? (KJV)

John 8:37 I know that ye are Abraham's seed; but ye seek to kill me, because my word hath no place in you. (KJV)

John 8:40 But now ye seek to kill me, a man that hath told you the truth, which I have heard of God: this did not Abraham. (KJV)

John 8:42-47 Jesus said unto them, If God were your Father, ye would love me: for I proceeded forth and came from God; neither came I of myself, but he sent me. Why do ye not understand my speech? even because ye cannot hear my word. Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it. And because I tell you the truth, ye believe me not. Which of you convinceth me of sin? And if I say the truth, why do ye not believe me? He that is of God heareth God's words: ye therefore hear them not, because ye are not of God. (KJV)
<opentext> As charlene had mentioned earlier, hear say [heresy] evidence is often what people will listen to, rather then the facts. Have you ever heard something about someone, and started to believe it, but then finally had to gumption to go to that person and ask, only to find out that what you first heard from someone else was just a bit distorted?

<at-peace> yes   <disciple> yes

<opentext> So we can see why it is vital, it essential that we get out information [wisdom and knowledge] from the Source, and not get stuck with second hand information. (Acts 17:10-14)
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