3 February 2004 Tuesday Bible study.
 

<chosen> Father we thank you for your Word which you have for us to partake of this day, we pray that we will be open to your Spirit's leading, so that we may hear and understand that which you have for us....let us remain thankful in all things this day and acknowledge you as our source , for your praise and glory through Christ Jesus our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 4:13 For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but through the righteousness of faith. KJV

 

<opentext> Through the righteousness of faith, is how one is able to be saved. God's unmerited favor with and undeserving world, makes possible restoration to and with God, and the possibility to be adopted into His family. 

 

<opentext> John 1:12But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: 13Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.   (KJV)

 

<opentext> Have you ever wondered how it was that Abraham believed God, in spite of the fact that the promise was not yet manifest [even though it was established in the mind of God before the creation of the world]?

 

<disciple> by revelation from God, he walked and talked with Him, and learned to believe and trust Him

<helpmate> in His Word He says that there will always be a remnant

<chosen> yes he sure had a total trust in His God

<opentext> Have you stopped to consider the fact, that you had to believe before you could see?

<helpmate> yes   <disciple> yes...opposite of the world

<chosen> yes, takes a certain amount of faith to be saved ... and then we can receive the measure of faith

<opentext> Now note how John tells us, that as to as many as believe, He gives the ability, the power to become the sons of God. It is not by any physical act or ritual, but rather the transformation takes place by and through the will of God.

<opentext> Paul tells us that if any man be in Christ [the power and wisdom of God] that he is a new creation, old things are passed away, and all things become new.

 

<opentext> John 6:33For the bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world.   (KJV)

 

<opentext> Man cannot live by bread alone, but by each and every Word that proceeds forth from the mouth of God. Just as the physical body needs food to live and exist, so too does the spirit man.

<opentext> It takes the ability that is within each person to believe [faith], but then after the initial act of belief, then one must continue in the faith. For only the truth [His Word is truth] is able to set one free, and to maintain that liberty which is only in Christ.

 

<opentext> John 6:35And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst. 36But I said unto you, That ye also have seen me, and believe not. 37All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.   (KJV)

 

<opentext> Faith, ones ability to hear the voice, the Word the counsel of God delivered by and through Christ Jesus, and to have trust in that Message, that God is able to perform that which He says that He will do.

<opentext> Isn't it when one doubts God in any given situation, that they then begin to falter in their right-standing with God?

<chosen> yes   <helpmate> yes   <disciple> yes

 

<opentext> Rom 4:14 For if they which are of the law be heirs, faith is made void, and the promise made of none effect: KJV

 

<opentext> The law pointed out sin, and the need for God's intervention for man to again be able to have fellowship with God.

<opentext> Yet, how often is it, that when one sees God work in a certain way, with a certain individual, that one then thinks or assumes that God will then work the exact same way in each and every similar situation?

<opentext> [according to the physical that is]

<helpmate> to the worlds way of thinking, but as an individual, He will give me what i need because i am different from everyone else

<chosen> have seen how that is not the case, many times

<disciple> i become discouraged when i have done that in the past

<opentext> Were all those of Abraham's physical seed saved?

<helpmate> no  <disciple> no  <at-peace> no

<opentext> Even though in the physical, they did the same rituals, and tried to act and live  like Abraham did?

<helpmate> no, they were just copy cats....they did not have the same faith as Abraham did

<disciple> trying to follow Abraham, rather than God...and that doesn't please Father

<opentext> How often is it that one tries to act and live like others are, rather then establishing a personal, intimate relationship with God themselves?

<helpmate> used to be like that myself

<disciple> one will do that when they become lazy and don't want to hear Father for themselves, so they mock others

<chosen> loving Him because He first loved us, then we will want that intimate relationship with Him

<opentext> Abraham believed God! And this is what it takes for you and me, and each and every individual, that we believe God to have right-standing with Him restored. However, then one has to continue in that belief [without faith, it is impossible to please God] on a moment by moment basis.

<opentext> Abraham, when he placed his trust in God, did that which God asked of him. He left his old life behind [family, friends, country and all that the physical placed trust in] and began his journey with God.

<opentext> We too are on a journey, and it takes one to believe in God, His Word, and His counsel, to be able to continue that journey on the proper path this day.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?
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