Bible Study Tuesday 3 December 2002

 

A person will hear many things that are presented as facts; yet only God and His Word are truth!

 

Romans 3:3-4 What then, if some of them have proved unfaithful? Can their unfaithfulness make null and void God's faithfulness? 4. Not at all. Let God prove true, though every man be false! As the Scripture says, "That you may prove yourself upright in words you speak, and win your case when you go into court. (Williams New Testament)

 

What I find so amazing, is that after all that Father had Paul pen in his last ten or so years here on this earth, that we know so little of Paul’s first 12 to 15 years in the ministry. 

 

The deeper and clearer that Paul was able to present the truth of God’s Word, what was the response of the people in general? 

 

2 Corinthians 12:15 And I will very gladly spend and be spent for you; though the more abundantly I love you, the less I be loved. (KJV)

 

The fact is, that Jesus Christ came to not only make the sacrifice which Father asked of Him, but also to present Father’s message of His love. What was mankind’s response to the delivery of this message?

 

The doctrine is, that we should be willing to labor and toil for the good of others, even when they evince great ingratitude. The proper end of laboring for their welfare is not to excite their gratitude, but to obey the will of God; and no matter whether others are grateful or not; whether they love us or not; whether we can promote our popularity with them or not, let us do them good always. It better shows the firmness of our Christian principle to endeavor to benefit others when they love us the less for all our attempts, than it does to attempt to do good on the swelling tide of popular favor. (From Barnes' Notes)

 

Paul went beyond the love of parents for their children; but his love was reciprocated in inverse proportion to its intensity! (From Wycliffe Commentary)

 

He would gladly spend and be spent for them (v. 15); that is, he was willing to take pains and to suffer loss for their good. He would spend his time, his parts, his strength, his interest, his all, to do them service; nay, so spend as to be spent, and be like a candle, which consumes itself to give light to others.

He did not abate in his love to them, notwithstanding their unkindness and ingratitude to him; and therefore was contented and glad to take pains with them, though the more abundantly he loved them the less he was loved. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)
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