Bible Study Wednesday 3 April 2002 

How often does one, attribute to God, that which the devil has done?

James 1:17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. KJV


[Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above] Whatever is good is from God; whatever is evil is from man himself. As from the sun, which is the father or fountain of light, all light comes; so from God, who is the infinite Fountain, Father, and Source of good, all good comes. And whatever can be called good, or pure, or light, or excellence of any kind, must necessarily spring from him, as he is the only source of all goodness and perfection. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

The meaning is clear enough: God is completely consistent; he does not change.

(From Wycliffe Commentary)

 

Every good gift is from him. As the Father of lights, he gives the light of reason. The inspiration of the Almighty giveth understanding, <Job 32:8>. He gives also the light of learning: Solomon's wisdom in the knowledge of nature, in the arts of government, and in all his improvements, is ascribed to God. The light of divine revelation is more immediately from above. The light of faith, purity, and all manner of consolation is from him. So that we have nothing good but what we receive from God, as there is no evil or sin in us, or done by us, but what is owing to ourselves. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

Ephesians 4:7 But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ. (KJV)

 


For God so loved the world, that He presented the gift, which is available to all of mankind. The opportunity for the adoption into God’s family is available to each and every person. It is the individual’s right to accept or reject God’s terms and conditions for this gift.

 


Have you ever received a gift, that came with instructions with it?

 


When you went to use the gift, did the instructions seem to be somewhat of a pain, as well as quite long and bothersome? Did you choose to try to ignore some of the instructions, or perhaps try to take a short-cut? Do you ever do that with God and His Word?

 

Numbers 23:19 God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he should repent: hath he said, and shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good? (KJV)

Men change their minds, and therefore break their words; they lie, because they repent. But God does neither. He never changes his mind, and therefore never recalls (takes back, breaks) his promise. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

It is impossible for God to lie, <Heb. 6:18>. And, when in scripture he is said to repent, it is not meant of any change of his mind (for he is in one mind, and who can turn him?) but only of the change of his way. This is a great truth, that with God there is no variableness nor shadow of turning. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 


For all of the promises of God, are yea and amen; if we hold fast our profession of faith until the end, without wavering, without being tossed to and fro by man’s wisdom and philosophies.

 

Hebrews 13:8 Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever. (KJV)

 


How easy is it for the flesh (the carnal man) to think or surmise that God gives more to certain people, than he does to others? The Bible says that He poured out of His Spirit on all flesh, do you believe it, or think everyone else got more than you?
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