31 October 2005 Monday Bible study.

 

<greg> Father we thank you for this day, for your message of love and deliverance, providing a path of life to escape this present evil world this day, and walk in the plan you established for us before the foundation of the world, and manifested through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord

<opentext> Rom 14:7-8, 7 None of us lives to himself [but to the Lord], and none of us dies to himself [but to the Lord, for] 8 If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or we die, we belong to the Lord. AMP

<opentext> In these verses, Paul is talking about living and dying to and for the Lord. But how is it that we live and die for the Lord?

<greg> He must increase, and I must decrease, the more I die to self, the more i am able to walk in the spirit, and live a life that is pleasing to Father

<at-peace> dieing daily to the wants and desires of this life and the cares and concerns that come with it, and allow ourselves to be raised a spiritual being in Christ

<opentext> Let us recall for a moment, how at the start of this chapter, Paul talked about those that were weak in the faith, and those who had developed further along in the faith.

<opentext> As we went further along we saw how that habits, rituals traditions and doctrines hindered one in their walk with the Lord, and took away from the truth.

<opentext> As greg said, i must decrease, that He might increase. The areas were one has the victories, they are then able to live in and to the Lord, as well as set or be the example of the believers.

<opentext> In areas where one is receiving correction or chastening, it is those areas that one must die in. But, it is only as one dies to the Lord in those areas where they are yet struggling, that they are able to obtain the victory.

<opentext> Can you think of how many times you have tried to get a victory over something in which you were not doing it unto the Lord? How difficult was it to try to overcome that area without the proper perspective?

<at-peace> difficult enough to stumble and fall again

<greg> I have had times in my walk where i thought it was time to clean up everything at once, only to end up back where i started, then realized it would be line upon line, precept upon precept, here a little, building a solid foundation as the Lord saw fit

<opentext> So we can see then how Paul is giving us the counsel to remember how it is one obtained the victory in areas of our life, and the remain mindful of that so we are able to continue that fellowship with the Lord.

<opentext> And at the same time for us to be mindful of how it was that we obtained those victories, so that we will keep that in perspective as we are asked of the Lord, to grow and develop in new areas of our walk.

<opentext> And at the same time for us to be mindful of how it was that we obtained those victories, so that we will keep that in perspective as we are asked of the Lord, to grow and develop in new areas of our walk.

<opentext> After all, it is in Christ that we are able to do all things; whether it be living those areas of victory in our life, or whether it be areas that one needs to eliminate habits or rituals that are detrimental to our spiritual well being.

<opentext> In either area, one needs to remember to remain focused in and on the mark for the prize of the high calling in Christ Jesus.

<opentext> Rom 14:9, For to this end Christ both died, and rose, and revived, that he might be Lord both of the dead and

 living. KJV

<opentext> After all, isn't this why Jesus Christ lived and died, and rose again?

<greg> One Lord, one faith, anything else contradicts God's plan of salvation, and renders one useless to the Lord yes

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> Yet, does one always remain mindful of this in the midst of the storm? Or even when things are going well?

<greg> Prov 30:8-9, 8 Remove far from me vanity and lies: give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with food convenient for me: 9 Lest I be full, and deny thee, and say, Who is the LORD? or lest I be poor, and steal, and take the name of my God

 in vain. (KJV)

<greg> it can happen either way very easily if one is not consistent in their walk

<at-peace> usually not when the vision becomes clouded because of the storm and then when things are going well if one doesn't remain mindful the shield gets let down a little which allows the fiery darts opportunity to get through again

<opentext> So we can see and understand then why Paul shared with us of the confidence that one must have of the work which He has begun within us; that is the areas where we have victories so we can maintain that stability within our life; and the confidence for Him to guide us through successfully in the areas one is still having problems in.

<opentext> So how is it then that one is able to keep  this all in a proper perspective?

<greg> Ps 127:1 Except the LORD build the house, they labour in vain that build it: except the LORD keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain. (KJV)

<at-peace> holding fast to that which we do know and being mindful of whom we learned them seeking first His guidance and counsel in and through all things... walking by faith and not by sight (leaning to one's own understanding)

<greg> there are many builders out there who build upon mans traditions, but only one builder who's able to build a church which the gates of hell will not prevail against

<at-peace> allowing the Spirit to lead and guide one into all truth

<opentext> Upon the Rock, or the revelation of Christ, He will build His church. Being mindful of whose church it is. Being mindful of the fact that it is Christ Jesus who secured the victory in and for us. Thus it is only by following the example or path that He set, that one is able to obtain and maintain this relationship, this fellowship with Him.

<opentext> Yet, what happens when one forgets the simplicity of the gospel of Christ?

<greg> confusion sets in, which is not of God, then the vision becomes clouded

<at-peace> confusion and doubt

<opentext> Without the clear and proper vision, the people will perish. Today, let us keep a clear vision of the which the Lord opens to us, so that every step we take on the journey home is clear and concise, and on the solid foundation of His Word.
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