31 May 2005 Tuesday Bible study.

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and this time in fellowship that you have blessed us with and pray that we will be attentive to all that you share with us that in and through all things you may be glorified this day through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Rom 12:14, Bless them which persecute you: bless, and curse not. KJV

<opentext> It is interesting how people will often treat their enemies better then their own people. They will treat those outside their own family better then those that are within.

<opentext> Paul says that we are to bless those that persecute us. But what do you think it means to bless them?

<disciple> it means pray that they may accept the salvation afforded to all 

<chosen> be Christ to them, no matter what they do to us

<at-peace> not rendering evil for evil, but remaining seated in the heavenlies continuing in being the example of the believers no matter what they may be doing

<opentext> Those who are persecuting you, would the most natural reaction be to want to blast them rather then to bless them?

<chosen> yes…that's how the flesh reacts

<disciple> yes

<at-peace> James 1:20, For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God. (KJV)

<opentext> So it is a matter of being that example of the believer at all times then, not just when we feel like it or think it is appropriate.

<opentext> And one must remember to that the Word tells us that all those who live Godly in Christ Jesus, shall suffer persecution.

<opentext> So just by being that who God wants you to be, is going to instigate persecution. Why is this?

<at-peace> if they hated Him they will hate us also.. the flesh and spirit are contrary to one another 

<disciple> darkness doesn't like the light...the flesh doesn't like it's sins exposed

<opentext> So even though we know that the Word tells us that this is going to happen, yet how often is one surprised when it does?

<disciple> not as much surprised as frustrated

<opentext> Isn't part of the expectation of the lower nature, that because we are being good [making that sincere effort of pleasing Father], that everyone should like us?

<at-peace> yes, no one likes to not be liked

<disciple> expect that within the body of Christ, but realize those outside won't be pleased when we are following the example that Christ Jesus set for us

<opentext> And then let's take it a step further, how often then does one take Father's chastening or correction, regardless of the vessel that He uses to administer it to us, does a person often take this as being persecution?

<disciple> sometimes see it in the wrong way, especially if the flesh picks out things that are out of line in the messenger's life...then i want to return the favor...not a good thing

<opentext> And isn't this more apt to happen if the vessel being used is a Christian? 

<chosen> yes it can     <disciple> it could be...not sure 

<opentext> We can see then, that even though we may have read and heard a verse many times, and we think or assume that we understand what God is talking about in it, that more often then not, one has really listened to and maintained previous explanations of it, and have not allowed their understanding of it to grow.

<opentext> We can also see that we have to remember what persecution is, and what it is not. Often times Christians do confuse chastening and rebuke with persecution, and thus reject Father's counsel in and for their life.

<opentext> One also has to remember what to bless is, and not confuse it with becoming buddy, buddy with them. Why is this?

<at-peace> one is to remain unspotted from the world..... friendship with the world is enmity with God... evil communications corrupt good morals

<disciple> we are to be separate...we know where we stand in Christ, and we have to keep standing there, not compromising for friendship sake

<opentext> So we can see then why in the previous verse Paul said how we are to treat the family, and then tell us how we are to be to all of those around us. 

<opentext> Today, let us hold fast the profession of faith without wavering, that our life will be pleasing to Father.
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