31 May 2004 Monday Bible study.

 

<chosen> we thank you Father for your Word and all the counsel you have for us within it,.. we pray that we will be open to that which you have to share with us this day, and that we will seek to grow in our understanding of all that you are, and all that is available for us... we thank you that we are able to walk in that victory this day as we remain in union with you through Christ Jesus

 

<opentext> Rom 7:24 O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death? 25 I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin. KJV

 

<opentext> Now, as we come to the close of chapter 7 here, one must remember how Paul has been talking about the conflict that takes place between the lower nature [carnal man] and that of the new man [the divine nature of Christ] that is within the believer.

<opentext> Who is the wretched man that Paul is then talking about here?

<at-peace> his old nature   <disciple> his lower nature...the flesh

<chosen> his flesh that serves the law of sin

<helpmate_> the one before he was born again

<opentext> Now think about this for a moment [Selah], that we are told to cast all of our cares on Him, because He is much better equipped to deal with all those old ways of thinking involved with the old man then we are. Yet, how often do you think that you are able to deal with them better then Father is?

<chosen> attempt to at times

<disciple> the flesh always thinks that, but we should allow the spirit to rule

<opentext> Adam Clarke has a very interesting insight on this verse that i want us to look at, as it will give us a much clearer description of what is taking place, and maybe allow one to see more clearly what exactly it is that they have been carrying or dragging around with them.

 

<opentext> [O wretched man that I am! Who shall deliver me from the body of this death?] This affecting account is finished more impressively by the groans of the wounded captive. Having long maintained a useless conflict against innumerable hosts and irresistible might, he is at last wounded and taken prisoner; and to render his state more miserable, is not only encompassed by the slaughtered, but chained to a dead body; for there seems to be here an allusion to an ancient custom of certain tyrants, who bound a dead body to a living man, and obliged him to carry it about, until the contagion from the putrid mass took away his life! (from Adam Clarke's Commentary)

 

<opentext> Now, how many of you have considered the old nature that one tends to hang onto, as an old, rotting corpse that you are dragging around with you?

<disciple> haven't thought about it like that...ish    <chosen> not before

<opentext> Yet, isn't this exactly what the old nature is?

<disciple> yes    <helpmate_> yes, and just the thought of it is disgusting

<at-peace> yes, it is corrupt and no life in it     <chosen> yes

<opentext> And doesn't this give a clearer understanding to how Isaiah describes our own righteousness as stinking rags?

<disciple> yes, it does     <helpmate_> yes...was just thinking of that myself

 

<opentext> Servius remarks, in his comment on this passage: Sanies, mortui est; tabo, viventis scilicet sanguis: "the sanies, or putrid ichor [the discharge from an ulcer or a wound], from the dead body, produced the tabes [a slow deterioration of the spinal cord] in the blood of the living." Roasting, burning, racking, crucifying, etc., were nothing when compared to this diabolically-invented punishment. (AC)

 

<opentext> How often have you ever even considered, the fact that as one allows the old nature to have an influence in and on your life, that you have been taking advice from a rotting corpse?

<helpmate_> never thought of it like that before, but will see that picture in my mind now

<chosen> never     <disciple> don't want to take advice from the dead...it stinks

<helpmate_> and all these other people who are dragging dead decaying bodies around…oops...not dragging...tied onto the back

<opentext> Can you better see why when you drag [tied onto the back] this thing around, why it slows you down, and impedes your walk with the Lord?

<disciple> sure can    <helpmate_> ish...a new insight about walking in the flesh

 

<opentext> We may naturally suppose that the cry of such a person would be, "Wretched man that I am, who shall deliver me from this dead body?" And how well does this apply to the ease of the person to whom the apostle refers! A body-a whole mass of sin and corruption, was bound to his soul with chains which he could not break; and the mortal contagion, transfused through his whole nature, was pressing him down to the bitter pains of an eternal death. (AC) 

 

<helpmate_> the second death

<opentext> This gives us a much better description and understanding of how sin [the old nature] does weigh us down. And how it slowly spreads to the whole of that persons body. The stench that is there, and yet, as a person drags it around, they get used to it, but it repels the people that they come in contact with.

<opentext> How quick would you be to take advice or counsel from someone who had a decomposing corpse strapped to their back?

<helpmate_> would not at all   <disciple> i wouldn't    <chosen> wouldn't

<opentext> And yet, any time one avoids Father's counsel, and seeks a second rate opinion, isn't this exactly what they are doing?

<disciple> yes   <helpmate_> yes    <chosen> yes

 

<opentext> He now finds that the law can afford him no deliverance; and he despairs of help from any human being; but while he is emitting his last, or almost expiring groan, the redemption by Christ Jesus is proclaimed to him; (from Adam Clarke's Commentary)

 

<opentext> He has delivered us from the power of darkness. The chains have been cut and severed from that corpse of the old nature. So why would anyone want to return to that old nature, that old way of living?

<helpmate_> they do not keep their mind renewed and forget what it was like and find out too late...once they have returned to the old man and his habits…forgetting what manor of man they were

<chosen> without a vision of Christ, the only other way is to perish and return to our former state

 

<opentext> Rom 7:24 I've tried everything and nothing helps. I'm at the end of my rope. Is there no one who can do anything for me? Isn't that the real question? 25 The answer, thank God, is that Jesus Christ can and does. He acted to set things right in this life of contradictions where I want to serve God with all my heart and mind, but am pulled by the influence of sin to do something totally different. (from THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> I like the way that this translation says, that "he was pulled by the influence of sin". Now, why would any want to follow the leadings, directions or counsel of a corpse?

<disciple> they have started spending more time with the corpse and less in the life of the spirit

<helpmate_> sin = satan = at times an angel of light

<opentext> One other thing to contemplate, that if they are following the leadings of the corpse [and remember it is tied to their back] that they have to be being led further away from the kingdom of God.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<disciple> o/   <opentext> yes miz

<disciple> even if we don't take the advice of the corpse, or listen to it, if we are associating with it, the stench is still going to rub off on us, and slow corrupt the spirit

<opentext> it will lead to death...as Clarke’s description showed us...a slow and agonizing death

<opentext> a new meaning to evil communications corrupts good morals

<helpmate_> the association with it will appear as an example that it is ok to associate with it and that you agree with it

<disciple> yes

<opentext> how can two walk together, unless they be agreed!
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