31 March 2004 Wednesday Bible study.

 

<opentext> Father, we thank you by and through Christ Jesus for this day and this time, that we are able to come before you to receive that which we have need of to sustain us spiritually this day, that we may be pleasing to you. With open hearts, ears and minds, let us be willing and ready to receive all that you have for us this day.

 

<opentext> Rom 6:1-2, 1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? 2 God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? KJV

 

<opentext> Rom 6:1-3. 1 So what do we do? Keep on sinning so God can keep on forgiving? 2 I should hope not! If we've left the country where sin is sovereign, how can we still live in our old house there? 3 Or didn't you realize we packed up and left there for good? (from THE MESSAGE: © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> God's grace is ones way out of sin, not a way to continue in sin.

<opentext> Rom 6:3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? KJV

 

<opentext> It is as one is in Christ, and remains in Him, that they are able to maintain the new creation.

 

<opentext> 2 Cor 5:17, Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. KJV

 

<opentext> Being immersed into Christ, being grafted into the vine, is what brings about one to be that new creation in Christ.

<opentext> In that Christ died for our sins, and by being a partaker of His death, we are able to then also be risen with Him, that is, delivered from the power of darkness, and translated into His kingdom, which is not of this world.

<opentext> We are to be a new creation, walking in that newness of life which is afforded to us by the sacrifice that Jesus Christ made in our behalf [for those that accept the sacrifice He made, and walk under the guidance of the law of faith].

<opentext> Old things are passed away! Being a new creation, one now has the opportunity, as well as the ability by and through Christ, to live in the realm of the new creation.

<opentext> One is able to do this, and maintain this walk by living and operating within His Word; that is by keeping the heart and mind renewed in the living Word of God.

<opentext> So then, why does a person have so much trouble doing this?

<chosen> when we allow ourselves to be distracted, taking our eyes off our goal, caught up in the things of this world

 

<opentext> Heb 3:15 While it is said, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the provocation. KJV

 

<opentext> Faith is by hearing the Message delivered to us by and through Christ Jesus. If today, we will hear His voice, we will receive that which we have need us to sustain us through this day [now faith].

<opentext> By being baptized into Christ, one takes on the same nature He has, so that we may hear the voice and counsel of the Father, and the eagerness and willingness to do all to be pleasing to Him.

 

<opentext> At the same time, the many voices of the devil and his workers will be there to try to distort or hinder the counsel one is receiving from the Father.

<opentext> So how does one know which voice to listen to?

<chosen> by studying His Word, learning to recognize His voice

<at-peace> by knowing the truth 

 

<opentext> To be baptized into Christ, one has to accept His Word for the passage into the new life. In order to continue in that new life, one then has to continue in His Word. The better one knows His Word, the clearer His voice becomes, and the more confidence one gains in their relationship with Him.

<opentext> The key is, that one recognizes His Word, His voice. Yet, all too often, people seek other people [voices] for the answers, rather then having the confidence to go directly to the Source [let us go boldly before the throne of grace].

<opentext> Being baptized into Christ; one should then take on the same characteristics and traits that Christ Jesus has. Doing all within the will of God [Gal 1:3-4] so that they may be pleasing to Him in all that they do each day.

 

<opentext> Now, the many voices that are in the world, will try to remind us of, and bring us back to the old way of life and living. To remain in Christ, old things must remain dead and buried. So how does one overcome this obstacle they face?

<chosen> recognizing who we are and whose we are, in Christ this day... focused on this day

<at-peace> holding fast to the things that the do know and have been assured of, not allowing them to slip... paying attention to ones walk at all times seeking the guidance and counsel of our Father in and through all things

 

<opentext> Rom 6:4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. KJV

 

<opentext> When a person begins to learn to ride a bike, their first thoughts are not very good, One imagines anything and everything that could or might go wrong. [Fear has entered in]. Yet, after learning to apply oneself to the task, it does not take long until one is able to handle the basics of it, and with practical application, one becomes more and more proficient at it, as well as quite skilled.

<opentext> Paul tells us of the simplicity that is in Christ. Obedience to Him and His Word. Learning to live and operate daily within His guidelines [law of faith]. Walking in that newness of life. [Walk in the Spirit, and you will not be tempted to walking in the old nature, that is it's lusts and desires].

<opentext> Today, you have that ability to remain in Him, and walk in that newness of life.
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