Bible Study Wednesday 31 July 2002


 

The carnal or fleshly Christian does not have much time for study, because they are too busy feuding amongst themselves. Who are you serving this day? 


1 Corinthians 3:3 you are still unspiritual. For so long as jealousy and strife continue among you, can it be denied that you are unspiritual and are living and acting like mere men of the world? (Weymouth’s Translation)


There are three things here worthy of note: these people were wrong in thought, word, and deed. Zeelos (grk 2205), envying, refers to the state of their souls; they had inward grudgings and disaffection toward each other. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

What kind of disputes, jealousies and petty differences have you allowed to arise between yourselves, that would allow the devil to steal from you those things that God has for you?

 

Eris (grk 2054), strife or contention, refers to their words; they were continually disputing and contending whose party was the best, each endeavouring to prove that he and his party were alone in the right. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

It is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all. If God is really our Father, how have you allowed the devil to bring division? Isn’t it supposed to be the unity of the faith?

 

Dichostasiai (grk 1370) divisions, refers to their conduct; as they could not agree, they contended until they separated from each other, and thus rent the church of Christ. Thus the envying and grudging led to strife and evil SPEAKING, and this led to divisions and fixed parties. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

When one forgets the Word, then one’s personal interests and pride comes to the forefront.

 

In this state well might the apostle say, Are ye not carnal, and walk as men? Ye act just as the people of the world, and have no more of the spirit of religion than they. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

We are supposed to be that example of the believers. Yet, if you are acting like the world, which direction will you be pointing the people?

 

Back of it is the thought of willfulness, and Paul does attach blame to those in this condition. Weakness prolonged becomes willfulness. Refusal to respond to the milk of the Word prevents reception of the meat of the Word. (From Wycliffe Commentary)

 

You, and you alone are responsible for your salvation. You can blame no one else for the condition of your spirit man.

Paul has described four types of men. The first, [the natural man], is the man without the Spirit, who needs the new birth (cf. <Jn 3:1-8>). (From Wycliffe Commentary)

 

The second is the [carnal-weak man] (<1 Cor 3:1>), the babe in Christ, who needs growth through reception of the milk of the Word. (From Wycliffe Commentary)

 

The third type is the [carnal-willful man], the older, yet immature, Christian, who needs restoration to fellowship, or the healthy condition conducive to the taking of nourishment, by confession of his willfulness, or sin (cf. <1 Jn 1:9>). (From Wycliffe Commentary)

 

The fourth is the [spiritual or mature man], who has responded to the milk and grown into spiritual adulthood, so that he is strong and able to take the meat of the Word (<1 Cor 2:15; 3:2>). This is the man God would have every Christian to be. (From Wycliffe Commentary)
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