31 January 2006 Tuesday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and this time in fellowship together to share and partake of you Words of life and truth that are able to set us free and keep us free this day presenting the love of God shed abroad through our hearts to your praise, honor, and glory in Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 15:32-33, 32 That I may come unto you with joy by the will of God, and may with you be refreshed. 33 Now the God of peace be with you all. Amen. KJV

 

<opentext> If you will note, for the most part that we are coming to and end of the instructional portion of this letter or epistle. But notice that as Paul closes the instructional part of this epistle, that he wants to make sure that he comes to them with joy. The joy of the Lord is our strength; that we are to give to God cheerfully. How often when God asks things of us, does one have a joy when replying, as well as doing that which was asked?

<disciple> sometimes that may be absent when one is so set on their own agenda

<opentext> How does one also respond when they are involved with someone that is less then enthused with the task at hand?

<at-peace> one should not be moved regardless of the external circumstances

<opentext> Note also how Paul states that he not only wants to come with joy to them, but also by and in the will of God. Does one always take the time to seek God to be sure that all that they do is according to His will?

<disciple> we should encourage each other and lift each other up in prayer

<disciple> we should always seek to please Father first...let our own desires die, and live to Father's will

<at-peace> one should and will if they are seeking to please God... comes down to what the motive of one's heart is

<opentext> Now if you will recall just a few verses earlier, that Paul said that he would stop by Rome on his way to Spain; but, Paul also said that he wanted to do this according to the will of God. And we do not know if he ever made it to Spain, but he did make it to Rome.

<opentext> How often does one make plans such as Paul did, but then fail to seek God's perfect will for their walk, and thus get themselves in places that they would rather not be?

<at-peace> when walking by sight, allowing the external circumstances to dictate and not by faith 

<at-peace> allowing the Spirit to lead and guide in God's perfect will

<opentext> Paul's focus was on getting to Spain, yet we can see that Father had plans for Paul in Rome. And if Paul had been so set on getting to Spain, might he have missed the still small voice of God?

<disciple> yes, he would have

<at-peace> yes, set in his agenda would have caused him to be dull to the still small voice of God

<opentext> And once one sets their own agenda, is there usually God's peace and joy within a person?

<disciple> no               <at-peace> no there is doubt and unease

<opentext> So we can see then that Paul had an itinerary for what he thought he was going to do next with his walk, yet, he left himself open to the Spirit leading and guiding him, rather then his own agenda.

<opentext> How many times is it that people make plans, and carve them out in stone? And by doing this, how open are they then to what God's has planned for them?

<disciple> they won't be, because they have closed their ears to hearing Father's voice

<at-peace> if they are carved in stone, it is in the stony fleshly heart and that would make one less open to what God may have planned

<opentext> Father, can i go to Spain? Father, do you want me to go to Spain? Which petition do you think would be seeking the perfect will of God, and why?

<disciple> Asking if He wants you to go, because He let's us have a free choice, but it doesn't mean we will always choose what He wants for us

<at-peace> Father, do you want me to go to Spain, because it is a sincere petition seeking God's will and not one's own will

<opentext> So we can see then how essential it is that one is clear and concise when they place their desires before the Lord, so that they leave themselves open to that which He wants, rather then one's own agenda.

<opentext> If we ask Father if we can go to Spain, He will not deny our choice in what we are "wanting" to do. And yet, one will miss being in that good, and perfect and acceptable will of God, because they did not take the time to rightly divide the Word of truth.

<opentext> Now, if one asks Father if it is His will that we go to Spain, then one is seeking that which Father has for their life and walk, rather then personal ambitions.

<opentext> And yet if the people were pleading with Paul to come to Spain, and Paul was not attentive to the Lord, he could have missed what God had for him because he would have been trying to please the people, rather then remaining a faithful servant.

<opentext> Now also note how Paul's wish was that when he came that both they and him would be refreshed. Now if two parties are not in agreement, will there be total satisfaction for the inner man of the parties involved?

<at-peace> no    <disciple> no

<opentext> Why not?

<at-peace> two cannot walk together unless they be agreed

<opentext> So we can see then why it is essential that one seeks God's will for them this day. Not making plans for next week or next month which can not only cloud one's vision, but their judgment as well, but rather living in now faith, and seeking His will for the now.
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