31 January 2005 Monday Bible study.

<greg> Thank you Father for this day and the opportunity to continue to abide in the vine, to undo the old and be that new creation you intended us to be by hearing your word of life, and walking in the grace afforded us through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord

<opentext> Rom 11:19-21, 19 Thou wilt say then, The branches were broken off, that I might be graffed in. 20 Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, and thou standest by faith. Be not highminded, but fear: 21 For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he also spare not thee. KJV

<opentext> Unbelief, that which hinders one's growth in the Word. 

<opentext> As Mark describes in the parable of the sower, any of those things that cause one to lose focus in and on the truth, chokes the Word. It hinders growth, and eventually will bring death.

<opentext> If, you continue in the Word, grounded and settled; that is maintaining that active participation in and of the divine nature of Christ, then the graft into the vine stays viable, and one receives the nourishment they need.

<opentext> Now one must remember from the previous chapter [Rom 10] that faith is by hearing, and by hearing the Message once delivered to us by and through Christ. One's hearing is what is going to determine what nourishment one will receive to maintain and strengthen the bond to the vine.

<opentext> So what a person has to be aware of is, how diligent is their hearing. What is it that ones is giving audience to.

<opentext> And we know this is true, because the Word talks about people being dull or lazy of hearing, and that the end result of lazy or dull hearing is that they fall away, or are moved away from the truth.

<greg> whatever voice on listens to the most is the one they will believe

<opentext> One can compare this to one's air supply slowly being cut off; at first it would not be very noticeable, but after a short time, the body would have to strain and work harder to try to make up for that which was being lost.

<opentext> As greg said, listening to the wrong voice, will begin to cut off the proper air supply needed for life. As the air is polluted, it will weaken a person, and eventually bring death if the situation is not corrected.

<opentext> Rom 11:18-19, 18 Do not boast over the branches and pride yourself at their expense. If you do boast and feel superior, remember it is not you that support the root, but the root [that supports] you. 19 You will say then, Branches were broken (pruned) off so that I might be grafted in!  AMP

<opentext> How often does one remember that it is the vine that supplies the branch?

<chosen> He is our source of life, the source of all that is good

<greg> John 5: 30, I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me. (KJV)

<at-peace> life is nothing without Christ

<greg> without Him we can do nothing

<opentext> How often does the branch try to dictate to the vine what it [the branch] thinks that it needs, rather then rejoicing in that which has been supplied?

<greg> most are always asking for more, and haven’t developed or been thankful for what has been afforded already

<chosen> when one is ungrateful, and only seeking for self gain

<greg> the eyes of man are never satisfied

<opentext> So then think about that for a moment, unbelief then is one begins to question or doubt that which God has supplied, and then one begins to look or search for a different source to supply what they want.

<opentext> So if one is questioning that which the Source supplies, aren't they in essence beginning to disconnect themselves from that vine, and seeking another?

<chosen> yes

<greg> they forget who the forerunner was, the first fruit that was accepted by Father, and how He stayed attached to the vine by hearing

<at-peace> yes, heaping unto themselves teachers having itching ears, and turn away from the truth unto fables

<opentext> So what choice would God have but to eventually break off those branches which are in rebellion to His counsel and seeking a different source?

<chosen> none other, He is faithful to His Word

<greg> Rom 1:28, And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient; (KJV)

<at-peace> none

<greg> it was their choice

<at-peace> He wishes that none would perish, but He also won't waste the nourishment that may be needed else where 

<opentext> Hosea 4:6-7, 6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children.

[05:28] <opentext> 7 As they were increased, so they sinned against me: therefore will I change their glory into shame. (KJV)

<opentext> If one will recall that Paul tells us that in Christ are "all of" the treasures of wisdom and knowledge; so if one is destroyed [or cut off in the case of a dead branch] for a lack of knowledge, it is a lack of having Christ abiding in a persons life, of being their source. After all, in is in Christ [grafted into the vine] that one becomes that new creation.

<opentext> So that which the Vine wants to supply to the branches, is everything that is required to sustain life, as well as bring about growth and maturity. So can you begin to see why a trust built up with God is so vital?

<chosen> yes   <at-peace> yes

<opentext> So if one trusts God, then they will recognize that all that He is supplying them, is what is required for them to grow and mature in the Vine. 

<greg> its like being hooked up to an oxygen tank

<opentext> Exactly greg, the very essence of what is required for life; thus not allowing any hindrances to affect the flow of the oxygen.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<at-peace> o/    <opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> not allowing the oxygen to be cut off from the brain (mind)... the renewing process, the nourishment on things above

<opentext> "anything" that would threaten that supply

<greg> 0/     <opentext> yes greg

<greg> i deal with people all the time with these tanks, they are very diligent to make sure they are always full, and they never leave home without them, ohh a lesson learned

<opentext> good analogy greg

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> was just hearing the old comercial... the mind is a terrible thing to waste, and yet the unrenewed man does exactly that.. wasting the mind on the temporal, non-nourshing junk food of this life

<opentext> exactly sis...dependency in and on the wrong things, allowing the lower nature to control their life
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