31 August 2005 Wednesday Bible study.

 
<at-peace> Father we thank you for this time that you have blessed us with to partake of your words of life and truth that are able to fulfil our hearts and minds and lead us guide us through this day doing all to please you through Christ Jesus our Lord.
 
<opentext> Rom 13:13-14, 13 Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying. 14 But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, [to fulfil] the lusts [thereof]. KJV
 
<opentext> Let us walk honestly, and maintain our place in the light of this glorious gospel.
<opentext> Note again how Paul says that we are to walk. Yet, how often is it that people expect results and growth yesterday?
<helpmate> it has become an "instant" world 
<disciple> when somebody is measuring themselves with one another or them self, rather than listening to Father 
<opentext> In previous times, didn't a person think that if they read the book of Romans in a day, that then everything in there should start to manifest immediately?
<disciple> pretty much, yes
<opentext> As helen said, in today’s world, in today's society, people expect everything to happen immediately, if not sooner. And as one grows and matures, they have to learn to set aside those things that used to hinder their walk, their relationship with God, and learn consistency in their walk.
<opentext> Thus why Paul said that when we were children, we did the things children did; and now that we are maturing in Him, we now have to accept that responsibility and conduct our lives accordingly.
<helpmate> 1 Cor 13:11When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things. (KJV)
<opentext> Yet, how often do people want to return to conducting themselves like children?
<disciple> when people don't want to take responsibility for their actions, they act like children and blame God when things go wrong
<opentext> And what about when they observe what everyone else is doing, and because they have not matured in the Word, think that they are missing out on things?
<helpmate> they are being tossed to and fro
<opentext> As one matures, the rioting, drunkenness, and such are not as much of a problem for most any more. But, how often even among those who are maturing is it that one is able to observe the envy and strife that yet takes place?
<at-peace> more often than one should
<helpmate> one can see a lot of it going on in a lot of people, even the ones who profess to be christians
<opentext> Would the scripture that talks about straining at a gnat and swallowing a camel fit in these instances?
<helpmate> yes     <disciple> yes     <at-peace> yes
<opentext> Thus we can see why Paul tells us that we need to work out our own salvation; that one needs to study for Father's approval. If one were to keep this in heart and mind, would there be as much risk of getting into competition with one another?
<helpmate> not at all
<at-peace> no, because one's focus would be on seeking those things above desiring to be pleasing to Father, not man
<opentext> Thus we can see then why Paul tells us to put on the Lord Jesus Christ, because if we do this, and maintain this, then there will not be any room for making room for the propensities of the flesh.
<opentext> Yet, how often does one think of envy or strife as the works of the flesh?
<disciple> they are emotions, rather than faith, so they have to be of the flesh, but most think it's normal
<helpmate> it has to be because the peaceable fruit is of the Lord...the peace that passes all understanding
<opentext> There is nothing wrong with a person wanting to be successful. But, what makes the difference is in what drives a person to that. Is it pleasing the Lord that pushes one to be successful at their job or tasks, or is it in attaining status?
<helpmate> it should always be to please the Lord in everything that we do
<disciple> when success in this world is the focus, rather than to do all to the glory of God
<opentext> Note how Paul says that we are not to make provisions for the flesh. What does it mean to you by "making provisions"?
<helpmate> pampering the flesh
<disciple> not putting Father second...relying on ourselves and storing up things just in case Father doesn't come through
<at-peace> laying up opportunities to fulfil the lusts
<opentext> If one is to get ample provisions of food, they have set up a storehouse to be able to provide for them, and sustain them. Paul says to put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and to quit storing up those things that fight against Him.
<opentext> How often do people store things that work against the divine nature, and then wonder why problems arise?
<disciple> many do that, building bigger and bigger store houses
<opentext> Maturing in Him; growing up into Him in all things. Growing to that place where the spiritual needs [provisions] in one's life take priority over everything else.
<helpmate> Luke 12:15And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth.16And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully:17And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits?18And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods.19And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. (KJV)
<at-peace> 19   Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal:20 But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:    21 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. (KJV)
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