31 August 2004 Tuesday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and this time in fellowship that you have prepared for us before the foundation of the world that each of us may hear and receive all that you have prepared that will enable us to remain grounded and settled in faith and our walk and relationship with you in victory giving you the praise, honor, and glory that you are deserving of through Christ Jesus.

 

<opentext> Rom 8:38-39, 38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. KJV

 

<opentext> Now, what one has to remain cognizant of as we come to the close of this chapter, is all that Paul has presented to us within this chapter. One must remember how Paul starts it off, that there is no condemnation, to those who are in Christ Jesus.

<opentext> That is, those that are active participants in His divine nature. To be an active participant in His divine nature, then one has to be operating in and by the will of God, according to His purpose and plan for their life. For then it is that all things work together for their good, and then they have no fear operating within them;

<opentext> because they are confident of the work which He has begun within them, so they have trust and faith that He will carry out that purpose and plan within their life, as long as they continue down this path.

<opentext> So we can see that one has to be confident of the new life that is in Christ; that we in fact become a new creation, with a new set of guidelines for how one now lives as that new creation. And because of this, one does not have any fear of death, as they have already been crucified with Christ, and also risen with Him.

<opentext> So if death has been conquered for us by Christ Jesus [remember He rose with the keys of hell and death], then why should one be fearful or ensnared by the devices of the devil or his workers?

<disciple> anybody that knows Christ Jesus should not have fear or fall into satan’s traps

<chosen> only God's perfect love can cast out all fear, .... we have to be walking in His love, in faith

<at-peace> one should not, but without the truth of God's Word being alive and well within one they may well be ignorant of satan’s devices... it is the truth that will set and keep us free

 

<opentext> Now remember, that Paul in bringing this chapter to conclusion, is making this statement with the understanding that all of the preceding statements within this chapter are operating in accordance with God's purpose and plan for the believers life. Therefore, one will realize that God has not given us the spirit of fear, but rather that of power [Christ the power and wisdom of God], and of love, realizing that Christ is the manifest love of God to each and every believer, and that perfect love casts out all sin; and when the believer remains aware of, and operating in their life this way, and a sound mind, the mind of Christ is what is produced.

<opentext> So if perfect love casts out all fear, what happens then when one does not allow the love of God to be manifest in their life?

<at-peace> fear hath torment

<disciple> there is no peace, and they become fearful of the world, allowing things of the world to torment them

 

<opentext> How often do we see people that have fear or phobias of certain things? So what should this shows us as to why they have these fears or phobias within their life?

<disciple> they do not have perfect love, know who Jesus Christ in, and therefore put more credence is satan than they do Father

<chosen> they have no intimate relationship with Father through Christ

 

<opentext> They have not allowed the love of God [Christ] to permeate that area of their life. As with us all, there are areas that we have not totally turned over to Father, and so one will still fret and fear in those areas. Thus, we can see why Paul closes the last verse of this chapter the way that he does, note: Rom 8:39, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. KJV

 

<opentext> Not allowing anything, anyone, any circumstance to separate us from the love of God. To be independent of the circumstances, one has to be risen with Christ. To remain free from fear, one has to remain risen in and with Him, knowing that He has already defeated the foes, and made a show of them openly in His victory.

<opentext> Within these two closing verses, Paul covers any kind of attack or enemy that may threaten our relationship with God, and in covering these, Paul shows us that each and everyone of them is able to be put aside, defeated in and by the love of Christ operating within the life of the believer.

<opentext> Walking by faith rather then by sight. One has to know that His Word is true, in order for one to walk in that victory in and with Him. Yet, how often when in weakness, has one recognized that it was a lack of His love operating in that area of their life that was what was giving them problems?

<disciple> have done that....most don't know Father well enough to recognize that

 

<opentext> He was tempted in every manner as we are, yet sinned not, because Jesus of Nazareth always heard and obeyed the voice of Christ within Him. How often is it that we hear the voice of God within us, but do not heed the counsel given us, and then wonder why problems arose?

<disciple> sometimes don't realize i heard the answer, so it's delaying can cause problems...most don't hear Father, so they don't hear His counsel

 

<opentext> Today, it is for our advantage, to allow the love of Christ to be manifest in our life. In Him, we are more than conquerors, through Him who loved us!
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