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Dec. 30th

opentext changes topic to ""This gate of the Lord!" Psalms 118:19-24    BIBLE STUDY     IN PROGRESS"

<opentext> Father, we come before you throne through Jesus Christ our Lord and savior. We ask Father, that your Holy Spirit be our teacher this day, that we would hear that which you have for us…the daily bread that we have need of to sustain us this day. 

<opentext> We thank you Father, for all that you have done for us this day, and all that you have yet in store for us…..and we give you Father, and you alone, all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord, brother and mediator………

<opentext> Help us to see and hear clearly, all that you have for us this day

<opentext> Eph 6:15, And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; (KJV)

<opentext> Often times, we do not have a clear idea of what it is to be prepared or ready. Our idea and Father’s idea of being ready are two different things.

<opentext> We fail to see and hear, that Jesus Christ spent 30 years preparing for what Father has set before Him

<opentext> most of us, think that Paul started teaching and preaching immediately after he got saved

<opentext> he did for a few days, but the Father had him go off to Arabia and Damascus for 3 years

<opentext> we fail to see that it was about 14 years before Paul heard Father to write his first epistle

<opentext> and yet most Christians I run into think they have all the answers after a few days or years of being saved

<opentext> and yet how many of them put in any serious prayer or study time with Father?

<mizpah^> probably most of them listened to the preacher, only

<Stowe> they may put in lots of study time, but not with the Father

<opentext> yes, for what they did not sleep or daydream through

<opentext> most study other books, but few study the Book

<opentext> we also do not stop to realize, that Paul did not have the NT, he had to hear Father to transcribe a good portion of it over approx 20 years

<opentext> Often times, we do not have a clear idea of what it is to be prepared or ready. Our idea and Father’s idea of being ready are two different things.

<opentext> Let us take a look at another example of being prepared.

<opentext> Most of us at one time or another, have thought about, or have been horseback riding. Yet, how many of you, really gave any thought to all that had to be gone through, for you to be able to take that ride. As with most things in life, most of us have no concept of what was required, for us to be able to enjoy the many witty inventions, and creations of God that are all around us.

<opentext> We can see the horse in the corral, and we want to go for our ride; but let’s stop here for a moment, and look at all that has gone on prior to right now, to make this available to us.

<opentext> The horse, was at one time, a young horse. It was full on spunk, just like many of us were in our younger days, and some of you are yet. Someone had to take the time to train that horse. It had to be trained for the use of the halter and bridle; learning to obey the basic commands, such as stopping and going. Most of us are quick to forget the basic training that it takes for most of us as well.

<opentext> Prov 22:6, Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it. (KJV)

<opentext> most of us only look at this verse as applying to children......

<opentext> most of us forget the fact that we are children of God....and as such, it applies it each of us as well

<opentext> Prov 23:12-16, 12 Apply thine heart unto instruction, and thine ears to the words of knowledge. 13 Withhold not correction from the child: for if thou beatest him with the rod, he shall not die. 14 Thou shalt beat him with the rod, and shalt deliver his soul from hell. 15 My son, if thine heart be wise, my heart shall rejoice, even mine. 16 Yea, my reins shall rejoice, when thy lips speak right things. (KJV)

<mizpah^> It is an instruction for new Christians, right?

<opentext> we are all children of God, and as such, we will all learn here till the day we get home

<Gaspo> do you think the rod means a physical rod or discipline generally

<opentext> 7626  shebet (shay'-bet);

<opentext> from an unused root probably meaning to branch off; a scion, i.e. (literally) a stick (for punishing, writing, fighting, ruling, walking, etc.) or (figuratively) a clan: 

<opentext> KJV-- X correction, dart, rod, sceptre, staff, tribe.

<opentext> 7626  shebet-

<opentext> a rod, a staff, a branch, an offshoot, a club, a scepter, a tribe 

<opentext> a) a rod, a staff 

<opentext> b) a shaft (used of a spear and a dart) 

<opentext> c) a club (used of a shepherd's implement) 

<opentext> d) a truncheon, a scepter (a mark of authority) 

<opentext> e) a clan, a tribe

<mizpah^> o/

<Gaspo> but doesn’t a staff also indicate teaching or wisdom??

<opentext> what I see and know of the Word, when the child is young, a certain amount of discipline is necessary to get a child to learn

<opentext> the more grounded the parent is in the Word, the less of that type of discipline it will take

<Gaspo> I agree I totally I am just wondering if the Scripture is referring figuratively to discipline as a whole or merely to the rod as an implement

<Gaspo> doh implement

<opentext> it can and is implicated both ways....it all depends on where each individual is in their walk with Father

<Gaspo> okay 

<opentext> Okay, so we think that the horse is ready to go since we now have a trained horse; but what about its nutrition, and exercise? Has it been fed a proper diet, and been exercised on a regular basis to maintain its strength and stamina?

<opentext> Prov 16:23-24, 23 The heart of the wise teacheth his mouth, and addeth learning to his lips. 24 Pleasant words are as an honeycomb, sweet to the soul, and health to the bones. (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Tim 4:7-8, 7 But refuse profane and old wives' fables, and exercise thyself rather unto godliness. 8 For bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come. (KJV)

<opentext> just as a horse has to be properly fed and exercised to be fit for use........so do we as children of God

<opentext> With a young horse, if we fail to train it in the proper work ethics while it is young, we allow it to develop bad habits, that will be harder to get out of it as it gets older. This is why when we had raised horses, we got them used to people, and the halters from the time that they were born.

<Gaspo> yes indeed but of course we also need to live in this world and need to be familiar with it in order to witness to Christ

<opentext> each of us knows, or should know how hard it is to get rid of some habits that were instilled in us while we were young

<Gaspo> AMEN

<opentext> we are in the world...but not of the world

<opentext> It is the same with us with our walk with the Lord. If we did not have a Christian upbringing, we developed many bad habits, and the longer they stay in us, the more time it takes to purge them when we come to the Lord.

<Gaspo> yeah that’s what I mean there is a fine line between loving the world and being of use in it

<opentext> correct

<opentext> Also, proper nutrition and exercise are  quite important for the  young horse. Just as it is for our spirit man, a proper diet in the Word of God, and exercising ourselves in that Word on a daily basis is a life and death manner. Without both of these things in daily operation, the spirit man will become weak, as well as undisciplined in the Word; and eventually lead to bad habits that could have eternal implications.

<Gaspo> we with Christian upbringings also develop bad habits

<opentext> we all sin and fall short of the glory of God.......most of this comes about because of our failure to hear and obey the Word

<opentext> many hear the Word, but few obey it

<opentext> So, now we think we have the horse ready for our ride; but wait, what about its feet? Have they had the proper shoes put on? Without having the proper shoes on the horse, its value to us would  be but for a short time, and could leave us with a long walk back to the corral.

<opentext> one other thing to keep in mind here also....

<Gaspo> sometimes it is hard to trust the word not that you don’t want to just that you have been let down and hurt by so many things in life its just hard

<opentext> that it is usually 2 to 4 years for a young horse to be developed enough to be able to start riding

<opentext> and then still, your best riding horses are 8 years old or older

<opentext> Gaspo, mainly because we have developed more faith and trust in the world, then we have in the word

<opentext> First off, the hoof has to be sound. If the horse is not fed the proper diet, the hoof can develop cracks and such in it, that will make it unfit for use. This is much the same with our spirit man, when we do not take the time to study for Father’s approval. 

<Gaspo> Agreed just making a comment about it being hard not trying to excuse it

<opentext> We get hung up on man’s traditions and doctrines, and then develop cracks, or false teachings, and become unfit for the Master’s use. If our feet are unfit for use, how can we ever be able to step out for Father?

<NowFaithIs> we cannot

<NowFaithIs> *we* get in the way

<opentext> correct.......

<opentext> we step out in the wrong directions, or start out partially lame

<opentext> Now that we have the hoof sound,  it has to be trimmed back, to get rid of the excess growth, This is done by a sharp pair of cutters, and a strong back. The hoof not only has to be trimmed, but also filed down, so that the horseshoe will sit properly on the hoof itself.

<opentext> John 15:1-3, 1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 2 Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. 3 Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. (KJV)

Becky [390@dial-14.r2.scnmng.infoave.net] has left #the_gate

<opentext> what does it mean to purge?

<NowFaithIs> discard

<NowFaithIs> remove

<opentext> 2508  kathairo- purgeth; to cleanse of filth, impurity, etc.  a) to prune trees and vines from useless shoots  b) metaphorically, to cleanse from guilt, to expiate 2508  kathairo (kath-ah'-ee-ro); from 2513; to cleanse, i.e. (specially) to prune; figuratively, to expiate:  KJV-- purge. 

<opentext> so, just as the hoof has the excess taken off it....likewise we are purged also

<opentext> @Hebrews 12:11

<opentext> @read Hebrews 12:11

<Chatbot> (Hebrews 12:11) -- Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby.

<NowFaithIs> cleansed through the living waters of the Word

<opentext> and, as we can see from the verse, it is not always a pleasant task

<NowFaithIs> usually never is!

<opentext> Just as we cut away the excess hoof, that can lead to damage on the horse if left untrimmed, so Father also prunes us of things that will hinder not only our walk, but also our growth. 

<opentext> We have to remember that the Word tells us that Father chastens and rebukes those that He loves. The thing that we have to remember, is that Father applies correction and trimming to us by His Word, not with a whip or other harsh means as many think.

<opentext> Now, the proper size shoe has to be applied to the hoof. The shoe will not fit the exact size of the hoof, so it will have to be forged and then beat into shape to fit the hoof precisely. This has to be done separately for each hoof. So, as we are beginning to see, the shoes not only have to fit each hoof correctly, but the proper angle must be maintained, to allow the horse to reach its maximum potential.

<opentext> If the shoes are not fit properly, it can cause the horse to throw a shoe, which could leave you stranded, with the potential of a long walk ahead of you; but if not set properly, it could cause damage to the horses leg. This alone could cause the horse to be of no use to you until it has had time to heal, as well as getting the proper shoes installed.

<opentext> Next, we have to get each of the four shoes nailed into place. (Keep in mind that each hoof has its shoe fit for proper size, so the right shoe has to go on the right hoof.) Once they are nailed into place, we then have to cut the excess nails off, and bend them over. Then we have to set the nails into the hoof, and file off any sharp ends. This keeps the horse and rider from being snagged by any sharp ends.

<opentext> Finally, the horse is ready for us to put the saddle and bridle on, and we can take our ride on the prairie. As we can now see, there was much preparation needed for the horse that we saw standing in the corral.

<opentext> this is a very good illustration for us to see all that is necessary for us to step out in the Word

<opentext> most have failed to see all the preparation that was necessary for someone like Paul to be fit for the Master's use

<NowFaithIs> I think I would end up just leaving the horse in the corral

<NowFaithIs> which many do with themselves

<opentext> as is what many Christians do with themselves...they stay in the corral, because they have not taken the time to study and prepare themselves for Father's approval

<NowFaithIs> it *seems* like a lot of "work" to them

<Stowe> it is

<opentext> it seems like a lot of work to me at times.....

<opentext> and especially when after putting in so much preparation...how few really want to hear

<NowFaithIs> it is...but it isn't.  I don't consider it work, in the general sense or in the sense that I would of preparing a horse.  I rejoice in each new thing that Father teaches me, so the preparation is joyous.

<opentext> that is the one thing that we have to always be mindful of, is that the *ark* did not have an overcrowding problem

<NowFaithIs> not with ppl anyway!

<opentext> only the righteous, took the time to be prepared for what Father had asked

<NowFaithIs> 0/

<opentext> it is only the righteous in Christ Jesus, that are taking the time now to be properly prepared for what Father has asked of us

<opentext> yes michie

<NowFaithIs> I was just thinking how Father didn't have Noah waste his time making the ark any larger than what it was to accommodate more ppl than it did.....Father knew how many would wind up on that ark

<opentext> exactly

<NowFaithIs> just as Father doesn't have some of us waste our time making large arks in "going out and witnessing" and wasting our and Father's time.

<opentext> and most did not want to hear that kind of message from a farmer turned boat builder

<mizpah^> and knowing the future does not mean He makes that future

<NowFaithIs> no..the ppl still had the choice

<mizpah^> right

<mizpah^> He didn't prevent them from turning to them, but He knew their hearts

<opentext> if you look at your Bible in front of you, what you see is man's recorded history, since Father sits outside of the realm of time....He sees the beginning from the end, and the choice each individual will make

<opentext> we have the choice to serve Father each day....it is our choice...our decision

<opentext> How prepared are you in the Word of God? How well has your spirit man been trained as well as nourished in the Word of truth? Just as with the horse, we do not always see all that is necessary for one to be ready, as well as available for Father’s use.

<NowFaithIs> yes

<NowFaithIs> serving Him as He would have us serve, not as some man or men say that we should

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> each one of us ahs to ask Father each day...what would You have me do?

<NowFaithIs> right

<opentext> and then hear and obey

<opentext> Are you able to rightly divide the Word of truth? Or, are you getting hung up on man’s traditions and doctrines, which can only lead to profane and vain babblings?

<NowFaithIs> I used to think that the only way I could serve Father was at church or through a ministry...doing all these things.....but Father showed me quite clearly that He first wanted me to serve Him at home first.

<opentext> interesting, watching people come and go out of studies on here, and most because it is not what they want to hear

<NowFaithIs> How can I possibly be used for the Body if my own home is being neglected.

<NowFaithIs> yup

<NowFaithIs> yet...they want to go out and "witness" and they aren't even prepared

<opentext> 1 Tim 3:2-5

<opentext> 2A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach;

<opentext> 3Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not covetous;

<opentext> 4One that ruleth well his own house, having his children in subjection with all gravity;

<opentext> 5(For if a man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the church of God?)

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Tim 3:9

<opentext> 9Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience.

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> how many that we have put in the position of authority in the church fit these qualifications?

<NowFaithIs> not many if any

<opentext> if the first 4 verses do not get them....verse 9 will

<mizpah^> I don't know of any

<opentext> As we can see from the preceding analogies, there is much that has to be done before one is fit for use as a soldier or a horse. Salvation is of far greater importance than either of the previous examples that we have used here. There is much that we have to allow Father to do in us, before we are ready to have the proper answer for every man that asks of us, of the hope that is within us.

<opentext> We have to be continuing in the Word on a daily basis, in order to maintain the liberty that is only in Christ Jesus. It is our continuing in the Word, that makes us His disciple, as well as what keeps us free.

<opentext> How confident are you of the work that Father has started in you? 

<NowFaithIs> very

<opentext> @read Philippians 1:6

<Chatbot> (Philippians 1:6) -- Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:

<Stowe> yes, if nothing else that is the only thing we should be confident in

<opentext> the more we hear His voice, the clearer that voice becomes, the greater our confidence grows

<opentext> exactly stowe

<opentext> Father can do no more then you will allow Him to do in your life. He cannot, nor will not force His will upon you. Without maintaining a well balanced spiritual diet each and every day, how will you ever be able to tell or know what Father desires of you this day?

<mizpah^> by studying His Word and listening to Him speak to us

<opentext> correct

<opentext> Without the proper footwear, or the proper  nutrition and training, how can you expect to negotiate the straight and narrow path that leads to Father’s house? How can one continue in that walk, unless one is totally settled in His Word, as well as confident?

<opentext> How much preparation did it take for Noah to have the ark properly prepared for the righteous? What would have happened if Noah would have given up because there was not the help that he thought there should be? Do you think that he got discouraged at all, from the lack of people that wanted to hear the truth?

<Stowe> yes, sure did but he knew what He had been called to do

<opentext> exactly stowe....and this is what we have to come to realize also

<opentext> it is not the quantity, but the quality that Father is looking for

<opentext> a bride without spot, wrinkle or blemish

<opentext> It had to be a seemingly endless task, until the time for safety and rescue was at hand. Then, I am sure that there were many that wanted to enter in on the fruits of Noah’s labor. But, as we can read, Father closed the door, and only the righteous were allowed in.

<Stowe> Noah "trusted" he Father and "trusted" he was hearing the Father

<opentext> yes....and this is the point that each of us has to come to...regardless of what people say or think of us

<opentext> Are you preparing yourself to be one of those that will enter Father’s refuge? Are you as diligent in your preparations as Noah was in his? Do you think that Noah was a popular preacher in his day? Or, do you think that many thought that he was an extremist?

<opentext> Matt 6:33-34, 33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. 34 Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. (KJV)

<opentext> What is at the top of your priority list each day? What exactly is it that you are preparing for?

<opentext> Without each and every step that you take, being according to the Word of God, would there be a chance of you missing that straight and narrow path? How sure are you, of what has been taught to you as being God's Word? Have you taken the time, to check out all that has been presented to you, by taking it to the source?

<opentext> Heb 2:1-3, 1 Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip. 2 For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just recompense of reward; 3 How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him; (KJV)

<opentext> lest at any time we should let them slip.

<opentext> any questions on that part

<mizpah^> o/

<opentext> yes miz

<mizpah^> the angels received a reward....does that mean heaven or hell?

<opentext> yes

<mizpah^> so, he is saying that if the angels received this award, then we should know that we will also

<opentext> correct

<opentext> Eph 6:15, And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; (KJV)

<Stormy-bed> we are higher than the angels aren’t we

<opentext> correct stormy...

<opentext> in Christ we are

<opentext> 2091  hetoimasia- preparation; 1) the act of preparing  2) the condition of a person or thing so far forth as prepared, preparedness, readiness.

<opentext> Grab it and blab it? 

<mizpah^> no

<opentext> this is the way I describe most young Christians...who are trying to be out witnessing, before they have any idea of who they are in Christ

<mizpah^> grab it and study and prepare to give an answer to those that ask

<opentext> and, as we all know..or should know, that the Word says we are to be witnesses unto Him

<opentext> correct miz

<opentext> How often is it, when we see people get saved, that they immediately want to run out onto the street corner, or the highways and by-ways, and save the world? Why is this?

<opentext> Could it be, that this is what we are taught? Is this the kind of example that is set before us in the Word of God? In many ways, it reminds me of spring round-up in Montana. This is when a rancher gets all of the hands together on the ranch, and round-up their herd. The purpose of this, is to get all of the new spring born calves together in one place.

<opentext> Once they have the herd together in one place, they can separate the calves from the mothers. They then can rope the calves, and wrestle them to the ground, or run them through a chute, for the express purpose of branding and vaccinating them.

<opentext> This seems to be the method that I see being taught to so many young Christians, in so many of our churches. I have never been able to comprehend why this is? Especially when it goes directly opposite of what the Word has to say about it!

<Hmblman> amen

<opentext> Yes, Jesus Christ did tell His disciples to go into all the world and preach the gospel to every living creature. What most of us fail to see and hear here, is the 3 ½ years of training that they received at the feet of the greatest teacher to ever walk the face of the earth. It was not something that they did for 1 or 2 hours a week; but rather it was a total way of life.

<opentext> We fail to see and hear how Jesus Christ himself spent around 30 years, living a Godly life with patience and obedience, until Father asked Him to go forth. Are we any better, than the example our savior Himself set for us?

<opentext> Even Paul the Apostle, after finding the grace and truth of Jesus Christ, was ushered off to Arabia and Damascus for a few years to sit and learn at the feet of Jesus Christ, by the Holy Spirit. Who is your teacher?

<opentext> we see these things written in the Word, but we do not want to hear what the Word is saying

<opentext> most are quicker to listen to the preacher, then they are the Word of God

<opentext> who is supposed to be our teacher?

<Stowe> the Holy Spirit

<mizpah^> Father, through His Word

<opentext> Father, through His Word by the Holy Spirit

<mizpah^> yes!

<opentext> John 14:26, But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. (KJV)

<opentext> notice..

<opentext> the Father will send

<opentext> in His name

<opentext> the Comforter

<opentext> John 16:13-14, 13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. 14 He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you. (KJV)

<opentext> and, if we listen closely, we hear the same thing in this verse

<opentext> I Jn 2:27, But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him. (KJV)

<opentext> and again, the Father, by His Word, sent the anointing

<mizpah^> o/

<opentext> yes miz

<Hmblman> o/

<mizpah^> Is that why you say you don't teach us, you just point the way in the Word

<opentext> correct

<opentext> hmblman....question?

<Hmblman> I have been having a lot of trouble with the enemy trying to deceive me when I listen to my spirit man

<Hmblman> and I am praying for discernment

<Hmblman> any help?

<opentext> everything that Father has for you, will always be in total agreement with His Word

<Hmblman> or suggestions?

<Hmblman> ok

<Hmblman> yes

<Stowe> o/

<opentext> the devil will try to twist the Word, just as he did with Jesus Christ in Matthew chapter 4

<opentext> yes stowe

<Stowe> If the Bible doesn't contradict itself, how does the above verse fit in with Ephesians 4:11?

<Stowe> about teachers?

<opentext> what Paul is saying, is that there are 5 different offices of flock tenders.....and the job of each, is to point the people to Father through Jesus Christ

<Stowe> okay, thanks

<opentext> one other ting stowe

<opentext> @read 1timothy 3:9

<Chatbot> (1timothy 3:9) -- Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience.

<opentext> this is supposed to be a requirement for all five of the offices

<Stowe> okay :-)

<mizpah^> o/

<opentext> in the early church, the apostles and prophets, set the evangelists pastors and teachers in the early church, since they had discernment

<opentext> yes miz

<mizpah^> so all these offices in eph.4:11, the churches today have made offices out of and don't use them the way Father intended, right?

<mizpah^> they want to teach instead of point the way in the Word

<opentext> correct

<mizpah^> ok

<big_L> opentext so a bishop which the bible talks about is actually just a pastor?

<opentext> yes

<opentext> or...the flock tender of several groups

<big_L> ok

<mizpah^> and are these offices limited to this amount?

<opentext> how do you mean miz?

<mizpah^> meaning, there is only a set amount of offices that Father ordained?

<opentext> we are all members of the body of Christ...and each member is vitally important

<mizpah^> maybe I am getting off track here...go on and I'll think about this later

<opentext> @read 1peter 2:8

<Chatbot> (1peter 2:8) -- And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed.

<opentext> oops

<opentext> @read 1peter 2:9

<Chatbot> (1peter 2:9) -- But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light;

<opentext> we are all part of the royal priesthood

<mizpah^> understood

<big_L> opentext the verse u put up by mistake  was that also speaking to the ministry?

<opentext> any of the 5 offices are not an area of prestige, but the greater the office, the more of a servant they should be

<opentext> what that verse shows, is those that stumble at the mystery of the gospel.....

<opentext> and because they reject Christ, they will receive their just appointment

<mizpah^> I guess what I am trying to understand, that if we are abiding in Christ, do we belong in one of those categories?

<big_L> ok

<opentext> no....

<mizpah^> ok

<opentext> @read 1corinthians 12:28

<Chatbot> (1corinthians 12:28) -- And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.

<opentext> the way I look at it is like this

<opentext> being a janitor in Father's kingdom, is better then anything the devil or this world has to offer.....

<opentext> I want to make it...and that is all that matters to me

<opentext> man is the one that has placed importance on the offices....

<opentext> and again, the higher the office, the greater the role of a servant according to the Word

<Stowe> and the greater the accountability?

<opentext> yes stowe, exactly

<opentext> Can you imagine what it must have been like to learn at the feet of Jesus Christ for 3 ½ years? Do you really believe that everything that He had to say to His disciples was sugar-coated?

<big_L> nope

<Stowe> no, we know from the Word it wasn't

<opentext> John 6:58-60, 58 This is that bread which came down from heaven: not as your fathers did eat manna, and are dead: he that eateth of this bread shall live for ever. 59 These things said he in the synagogue, as he taught in Capernaum. 60 Many therefore of his disciples, when they had heard this, said, This is an hard saying; who can hear it? (KJV)

<opentext> Matt 26:31-35, 31 Then saith Jesus unto them, All ye shall be offended because of me this night: for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered abroad. 32 But after I am risen again, I will go before you into Galilee. 33 Peter answered and said unto him, Though all men shall be offended because of thee, yet will I never be offended. 

<opentext> 34 Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, That this night, before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. 35 Peter said unto him, Though I should die with thee, yet will I not deny thee. Likewise also said all the disciples. (KJV)

<opentext> this shows us how powerless we are without the HS

<opentext> and what happens to us when we try to operate in and of our own strength

<Stowe> we always fail and mess up

<opentext> exactly stowe

<opentext> Without the leading and teaching of the Holy Spirit, we will end up just as the disciples shown above. They were quick to make all kinds of promises to God. Yet, without being born-again, and being taught and led by the Holy Spirit, they were not able to do that which they said. This is why you have to ask yourself, who is your teacher?

<opentext> John 15:26-16:3, 26 But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me: 27 And ye also shall bear witness, because ye have been with me from the beginning. 

<opentext> 16:1 These things have I spoken unto you, that ye should not be offended. 2 They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service. 3 And these things will they do unto you, because they have not known the Father, nor me. (KJV)

<Stowe> that was Paul before his conversion!

<opentext> if this is true for the disciples...what about for us today?

<opentext> correct stowe

<opentext> this is a good place for us to end today

<big_L> so opentext just because someone can give u the word doesn’t mean they will lead u to truth

<opentext> well, end the study, but continue in the Word the rest of the day

<opentext> Kathy....correct....there are many wolves in sheep's clothing out there

<big_L> ok

<opentext> 2 Tim 4:3-4

<opentext> 3For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;

<opentext> 4And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> @read 2peter 2:1

<Chatbot> (2peter 2:1) -- But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.

<opentext> there are many warnings throughout the epistles...we just seldom hear them taught on

<big_L> right

<opentext> any other questions for this morning?

<Stowe> just one .. about the position of men and angels ...

<opentext> ok

<Stowe> Psalm 8:4&5 ... this is referring to man, before they are in Christ Jesus?

<NowFaithIs> o/........is there verses on one compromising the truth?

<opentext> stowe...there we see Christ Jesus in His role of the servant, before His resurrection...

<opentext> and you are correct....that is where we will be without Christ, but shall rule over them in Christ

<Stowe> okay thanks

<opentext> stowe...did that clear it up?

<opentext> michie....many

<Stowe> yes, it did ... I know the Bible doesn't contradict itself, so I just needed to get it straight in my mind

<opentext> @read 1timothy 4:1

<Chatbot> (1timothy 4:1) -- Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;

