30 November 2005 Wednesday Bible study.

 

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time that we can come to you for all that we have need of this day to nourish and sustain us in the Spirit, so that we can properly navigate our way through this life in a way and manner that is pleasing to you through Christ Jesus.

 

<opentext> Romans 15:1  As for us who are strong, our duty is to bear with the weaknesses of those who are not strong, and not seek our own pleasure. Weymouth's New Testament

 

<opentext> Eccl 12:13, Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. KJV

<opentext> Faith is by hearing; and we have heard how God has so loved the world; so it is our duty to reverence God, and to do cheerfully those things that He asks of us, so that our life is pleasing to Him.

<opentext> Yet man works so hard to try to complicate this simple statement, with all of "their" rules, regulations, rituals and doctrines. But it is as Paul tells us that it is the simplicity of the gospel of Christ.

<opentext> So why is it then that we try so hard to complicate this simple message?

<at-peace> when one leans to their own understanding the simplicity of the message eludes one

<chosen> the fleshly mind getting in the way

<opentext> Matt 22:37-40, 37 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 38 This is the first and great commandment. 39 And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 40 On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. KJV

 

<opentext> If, one would follow what the Word states here, wouldn't they always be doing that which would be pleasing to Father? And then wouldn't all that they are doing in their life, bring edification to those who are around them and willing to receive Father's counsel?

<at-peace> yes, the peaceable fruit of righteousness brought forth

<chosen> yes

<opentext> Yet, how often is it that people make these big, long, drawn out lists of things that they think that they have to do for God?

<chosen> one would do that when trying to please Him through works not faith

<opentext> God loves a cheerful giver. Yet how often is it that the people mumble and grumble when asked to do almost anything by Father?

<chosen> we should consider it a joy and an honour

<at-peace> whenever one's focus is off serving Him  

 

<opentext> Rom 15:2-3, 2 Let every one of us please his neighbour for his good to edification. 3 For even Christ pleased not himself; but, as it is written, The reproaches of them that reproached thee fell on me. KJV

 

<opentext> Whenever one forgets who it is that is sitting on the throne, they will seek their own agenda, they will seek to do those things which please and elevate self.

<opentext> Of what worth or value were you, that Christ Jesus laid down His life for you, and bought the price of your redemption?

<at-peace> a pearl of great price in our Father's sight

<chosen> very precious to Him

 

<opentext> Rom 3:10-12, 10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 11 There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 12 They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one. KJV

 

<opentext> Yes, Father through His love saw our value, if one would respond to His Message of love. However, none of us were worthy or deserving of it.

<opentext> So we can see then why it is vital that one remains cognizant of His love for us, which will then keep one properly motivated to do those things which are pleasing to Him, and will work together for the edification of those who are sincerely seeking Him. Yet, how often does one keep this fresh in their heart and mind as they go about seeking Him?

<at-peace> one should at all times if they are sincerely seeking Him

<chosen> it remains in one's heart and mind while we love Him above everything and anyone else

<opentext> I often put this in perspective to when a young child keeps coming to the parent and asking them if they did good. If they did it well enough to  make the parent(s) proud. Yet how often does one keep this kind of simplistic attitude with Father? After all, we were told to come to Him as a child.

<at-peace> when one remains humble in heart and mind knowing they have more to learn and grow in

<opentext> Also, sometimes doesn't one become so focused on trying to please their neighbor, that God is left out of the equation?

<chosen> if God isn't first in their life, yes

 

<opentext> Ps 119:10-11, 10 With my whole heart have I sought thee: O let me not wander from thy commandments. 11 Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee. KJV   

 

Today, let us seek Him with all of our heart, with all of our being!
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