30 May 2005 Monday Bible study.

 

<chosen> Father by your grace we come to you, for that which we have need of this day. We pray for your Word to speak to our hearts in the things that we have need of hearing which will enable us to grow in our relationship with you, and we thank you for this and for your love through Christ Jesus our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 12:13-14, 13 Distributing to the necessity of saints; given to hospitality. 14 Bless them which persecute you: bless, and curse not. KJV

 

<opentext> Stop and think about this for a moment; if you were in the midst of a war or combat situation, how much time would you want to spend with, or talking with the enemy?

<helpmate> no time at all

<chosen> none

<opentext> So then why is it that Christians often opt for spending so much time with those who are outside of the body of Christ, rather then with those who are of the household of faith?

<chosen> lusts of the flesh

<helpmate> yes, forsaking the fellowship of the brethren....maybe they are in the flesh

<opentext> The fact is that in retrospect or looking at it as we are now, then we can see how really foolish it is. But at the time, people find all kinds of excuses for doing it and continuing in it.

<opentext> And if one were to do that in the midst of war time, one would be labeled as a traitor, as well as charged with giving aid and comfort to the enemy.

 

<opentext> Matt 10:12-13, 12 As you go into the house, give your greetings and wish it well. 13 Then if indeed that house is deserving, let come upon it your peace [that is, freedom from all the distresses that are experienced as the result of sin]. But if it is not deserving, let your peace return to you. AMP

 

<opentext> We read and hear the scriptures, but does one always take them to heart? Does one always want to believe that which the Lord has to say to us through them?

<helpmate> most think it is talking about some one else...never about them

<chosen> not always, sometimes we fail to hear His wisdom and counsel for us, individually

 

<opentext> The trials, disappointments, insults, and wants of the followers of Christ become, in the hand of the all-wise God, subservient to their best interests: hence, nothing can happen to them without their deriving profit from it, unless it be their own fault. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

<opentext> As we have talked about before, when one slowly starts to drift from the strait and narrow path, one seldom is aware at first that they are even entering a danger area because the departure is so gradual.

<opentext> It is not until they have lost sight of the goal that they are then sometimes able to recognize the precarious position that they have placed themselves in.

<opentext> Thus we can see from Adam Clarke's comments why it is essential why one remains within the boundaries of the perfect will of God.

<opentext> His peace and blessings only remain when one continues to operate within His good and perfect will for their life.

<opentext> How often do people try to mimic and apply to their lives, that which they see other people doing?

<helpmate> they try to copy the people that they look up to

<chosen> when they have forsaken their own personal relationship with Father through Christ Jesus

<opentext> So what happens [the mimicking of someone else] then when that is not God's good and perfect will for their life?

<helpmate> they have turned their back on God...whether they think so or not

<chosen> they are partaking of that which is from the enemy, unequally yoked

<opentext> So we can then see why we are to be wise as serpents and yet as harmless as doves. Why we are constantly warned about who and where one hangs out at.

 

<opentext> Matt 10:14 And whoever will not receive and accept and welcome you nor listen to your message, as you leave that house or town, shake the dust [of it] from your feet. AMP

 

<opentext> How often is it some times, that after we have heard God ask us to depart, that one still thinks they can remain awhile longer, thinking that certainly the people will listen to them?

<helpmate> some pretend just so they can keep a hold on you longer

<chosen> when one is not discerning nor listening to His wisdom

<opentext> Now consider this; how often do you think that you have more wisdom then God? Or that you have a greater ability to articulate the Word then He does?

<helpmate> i pray it is never...do not want to put myself where job was

<opentext> So then we can see that any time we disobey God, and stay where He has asked us to move on from, that we are trying to tell God that we are wiser then He is. And when we think we can change peoples hearts and minds, then one is assuming that they can more clearly articulate God's Message then He already has.

<opentext> So we can see why the Lord so clearly tells us the importance of His body in our growth and development.

<opentext> Thus we can see why one would not want to consort with the enemy, but rather exhort and encourage those who are taking a stand for the proper cause.

 

<opentext> Matt 10:36-37, 36 And a man's foes shall be they of his own household. 37 He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son 

 

<opentext> One should take a look at Adam Clarke's comments on these verses. 

<opentext> The fact is, that when one becomes a new creation, that they become a part of Father's family. That one's allegiance should now be to His family. Just as in a war or combat, one is not able to assist and comfort both sides without opening themselves to very grave consequences.

<opentext> Today, you have the opportunity, the privilege to be a partaker in and of His divine nature, to be an active member of His family.
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