Bible Study Thursday 30 May 2002
How does one overcome the flesh?

1 John 5:5 Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? KJV

He is the way, the truth, and the life, no man comes to the Father, but by Him. One is not able to overcome the obstacles of this present world, except by acknowledging God as their total source, accepting the gift which He has made available to us, and then following His instructions for obtaining and maintaining His power and strength, and help in a time of need.

 

One must remember that the Lord said that he would not leave us alone; and yet, how often does one try to do things apart from God?

 

Hebrews 4:16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. KJV

 

[That we may obtain mercy] That we may take mercy-- that we may receive the pardon of all our sins; there is mercy for the taking. As Jesus Christ tasted death for every man, so every man may go to that propitiatory, and take the mercy that is suited to his degree of guilt. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Christ is the gift that has been made available to us. It is always a matter of whether or not we will accept Him, and use Him, with the terms and conditions which Father has set forth.

 

[And find grace] Mercy refers to the pardon of sin, and being brought into the favour of God. Grace is that by which the soul is supported after it has received this mercy, and by which it is purified from all unrighteousness, and upheld in all trials and difficulties, and enabled to prove faithful unto death. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

He said that He would not leave us comfortless. We have been given His Spirit, which will lead us and guide us into all truth; the key is, will you follow?

 

The word boeetheia (grk 996) is properly rendered assistance, help, or support; but it is an assistance in consequence of the earnest cry of the person in distress, for the word signifies to run at the cry. So, even at the throne of grace, or great propitiatory, no help can be expected where there is no cry, and where there is no cry there is no felt necessity; for he that feels he is perishing will cry aloud for help, and to such a cry the compassionate High Priest will run; and the time of need is the time in which God will show mercy; nor will he ever delay it when it is necessary. We are not to cry to-day to be helped tomorrow, or at some indefinite time, or at the hour of death. We are to call for mercy and grace when we need them; and we are to expect to receive them when we call. This is a part of our liberty or boldness; we come up to the throne, and we call aloud for mercy, and God hears and dispenses the blessing we need. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

In all our approaches to this throne of grace for mercy, we should come with a humble freedom and boldness, with a liberty of spirit and a liberty of speech; we should ask in faith, nothing doubting; we should come with a Spirit of adoption, as children to a reconciled God and Father. We are indeed to come with reverence and godly fear, but not with terror and amazement; not as if we were dragged before the tribunal of justice, but kindly invited to the mercy-seat, where grace reigns, and loves to exert and exalt itself towards us. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

Isaiah 55:6-7 Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near: 7 Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. KJV

Now faith, today faith! Seeking the Lord at this very moment, at this very time, as He knows that which we have need of before we ask.
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