30 March 2005 Wednesday Bible study.

 

<chosen> thank you Father for this day that you have blessed us with and made it possible for us to serve and worship you in spirit and in truth... we pray that we will allow your words to speak to our hearts this day and allow your counsel to guide each step that we take, as we follow Jesus Christ's steps this day, through His name and power we pray

 

<opentext> Rom 12:1-2, I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. KJV

 

<opentext> Presenting yourself to God, a living sacrifice, because you have not patterned yourself after this world, but rather have made the decision to hear and obey that which God has spoken to you, by allowing His Word to bring about change in your life, so that you may live your life in accordance with God's purpose and plan.

<opentext> Not making a decision, until you are sure of God's good, and acceptable and perfect plan for your life (Prov 4:26, 37:23). Yet, does one always take the time to hear God all of the way through, to be sure that they have heard all of His counsel, and then have a full comprehension, before responding or maybe even reacting?

<disciple> not always, but should always wait patiently to hear Him clearly all the way through

<chosen> we need to be still and know that which He is speaking to us

<opentext> So if one knows that life or death is in every decision that we make; why is it that one does not always make sure that they hear God's counsel all of the way through?

<chosen> sometimes we may get preoccupied in other things that we are busy doing

<at-peace> at times it is lack of patience

<disciple> we get impatient and allow the seriousness of each decision to fade

<opentext> Could it be that some of the old nature within, still rises up and wants us to conform to the world, rather then to be patient and allow the transformation of and by the Word to manifest in one's life?

<chosen> yes     <helpmate> yes     <disciple> could be

<opentext> And how often does one make choices or decisions by that which they see other people doing?

<chosen> not as much anymore... we should continue in our own relationship with Father, through Christ

<helpmate> we pray, not that often anymore

<disciple> only if their example is also the example that Christ Jesus left us with

<opentext> One must remember, that God's will for us is that we be delivered from our sins by acceptance and compliance with the sacrifice that Jesus Christ made in and on our behalf, so that we will be delivered [set free] from the influence of this present evil world. (Gal 1:4)
<opentext> And since each person has their specific place within the body, one must be cognizant that then each persons assignment is a bit difference as well, since no two members are the same (Rom 12:4-5, 1Cor 12:12-27). So that which may be God's good and acceptable and perfect will for their life, may not quite be what is required for your life.

<opentext> In going some place, even though the objective is the same, do the foot and the hand do the same things?

<helpmate> no     <disciple> no     <chosen> no

<opentext> What is the difference, they are part of the same body?

<at-peace> they each have their unique function

<chosen> they operate differently for different purposes

<helpmate> they each have their own function, each different from the other, but it is all to the good so that the whole will function properly

<disciple> they are created unique, and each has a different function

Eph 4:16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love. (KJV)

1 Cor 12:18 But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him. (KJV)

<opentext> So what you are saying, that the foot is used for the movement to get a person to their destination, while the hand is being used for balance, as well as any other function needed in the journey?

<at-peace> yes     <disciple> yes     <helpmate> yes

<opentext> So then if we can see and understand this example, then why at times does one try to follow the example of what other people are doing?

<at-peace> lack of knowledge

<chosen> walking by sight, that which they can see with their physical eyes, rather than by faith

<helpmate> the flesh still likes to be accepted and be one of the crowd …the flesh is weak

<disciple> allowing the old nature to rise up

<opentext> Very good answers. And thus we can see why the Word tells us that we are to learn to be content in whatever state we are in (Phil 4:11). And this can only transpire by one being confident in the work which He has begun within us (Phil 1:6). By taking the time to hear His voice and counsel, and taking the time and putting forth the effort to have a working knowledge of that which we have heard from Him.

2 Tim 3:14-17 But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them; And that from a child thou hast known the holy  scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. (KJV)

<opentext> So we have to understand that each of us is different, yet full members of the body of Christ, and thus each having different functions and responsibilities within the body.

 

<opentext> Rom 12:3,  For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. KJV

 

<opentext> And eye, how often is it that some people assume that they are of more importance or value then others within the body?

<disciple> many times think that others are far more important in the body than i am

<at-peace> as often as one does not humble themselves before Father

<chosen> when they allow pride in

<opentext> Or as Miz said, how often does one think that everyone else is of more value or worth then they are?
<helpmate> i used to think that way

<at-peace> at times fall short in allowing that thinking

<opentext> So we can see the importance of knowing what God's will is for "our" life, so that one is able to do that which He asks, without being concerned with what everyone else is doing.

<opentext> One must also remember that which the Lord said, that to be great within His kingdom, one must be the servant of all (Matt 23:11, 1Cor 9:19) . Yet, do people always like to be servants?

<at-peace> no      <disciple> not always...and sometimes, crave it     <chosen> no

<helpmate> not always...the flesh wants others to be the servant

Matt 18:4 Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. (KJV)

<opentext> Today, you have the opportunity to hear His good and acceptable and perfect will for your life, and know that He has asked "no one" else to do, that which He has specifically asked of you!

….walk in the will of God concerning you, being a servant unto all.
1Thes 5:18-24 

18
In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.

19
Quench not the Spirit.

20
Despise not prophesyings.

21
Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.

22
Abstain from all appearance of evil.

23
And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

24
Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it. (KJV)

(
Copyright © 2005 Rev Larry Gazelka all rights reserved
