30 June 2005 Thursday Bible study.

 

<chosen> we thank you Father for this day and for all those things that you have provided already for us so that we can walk victoriously in Christ. We ask you to lead us in your Word as we study to hear your voice this day, seeking those things that are spirit and life, through Christ Jesus your son

 

<opentext> Rom 13:1, Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God. KJV

 

<opentext> Now one must keep in mind the chapter that we just finished, that instructed us in how that we are to grow and develop in the nature and characteristics of Christ. But why is this so vital?

<helpmate> if we do not grow up into Him in all things (Eph 4:15), we will not have His spirit and will not be one of His (Rom 8:9)
<greg> its the new man(Eph 4:24-25, Col 3:10) that needs to be developed and mature, many still live with the hidden things of darkness that are not apparent to man but offend Father

<chosen> so that we're building upon the right and true foundation and corner stone

2 Cor 4:1-2 Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint not; But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God.(KJV)
1 Cor 3:11 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. (KJV)

John 1:14-17 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he of whom I spake, He that cometh after me is preferred before me: for he was before me. And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace. For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. (KJV)
John 17:17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. (KJV)

<opentext> For a moment let us consider how Jesus Christ responded to the governments of His time. Now we know that they were not of the most upstanding reputation, yet how often does one find Him complaining about them?

<helpmate> all He did was tell them the simple truth and they believed Him not

<greg> rather than complain, He chose not to offend them and complied with their laws despite the corruption

<opentext> In fact we see how He answered His critics, in that we should render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's (Mark 12:17).

<opentext> Yet, how often in our laziness; or being caught up within the lower nature, does one become apt to ignore or try to circumvent the law?

<greg> 1 Tim 1:8But we know that the law is good, if a man use it lawfully; 9Knowing this, that the law is not made for a righteous man, but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslayers, (KJV)

<greg> we should actually be always above boards with the law, despite when we think no one is watching

<opentext> We can even look at Paul's life, and how he remained subject to the powers that were of this world, and yet remained faithful to that which God asked of him.

<opentext> And as with the scriptures that greg just put up, and his comment, that is exactly the way one needs to be. If we are faithful to the law of faith, then one will remain above the laws of the land.

<opentext> Now what about when you are accused or tried unjustly, then what should one do?

<helpmate> patiently wait for Fathers' answer  <greg> pay up

Matt 10:18-20 And ye shall be brought before governors and kings for my sake, for a testimony against them and the Gentiles. But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall speak. For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you. (KJV)
Luke 21:12-15 But before all these, they shall lay their hands on you, and persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues, and into prisons, being brought before kings and rulers for my name's sake. And it shall turn to you for a testimony. Settle it therefore in your hearts, not to meditate before what ye shall answer: For I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which all your adversaries shall not be able to gainsay nor resist.

(KJV)

<opentext> What kind of example did Jesus Christ set for us?

<greg> we need to be faithful with the laws of this land, before Father will entrust us with the law of faith

Mark 12:17 And Jesus answering said unto them, Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's. And they marvelled at him. (KJV)

Matt 27:12-14 And when he was accused of the chief priests and elders, he answered nothing. Then said Pilate unto him, Hearest thou not how many things they witness against thee? And he answered him to never a word; insomuch that the governor marvelled greatly. (KJV)

1 Pet 2:23 Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously: (KJV)

John 18:33-37 Then Pilate entered into the judgment hall again, and called Jesus, and said unto him, Art thou the King of the Jews? Jesus answered him, Sayest thou this thing of thyself, or did others tell it thee of me? Pilate answered, Am I a Jew? Thine own nation and the chief priests have delivered thee unto me: what hast thou done? Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence. Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice. (KJV)

John 12:49-50 For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak. 
And I know that his commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I speak. (KJV)

<opentext> How often are we willing to be silent, regardless, and in spite of the accusations that may be going on around us and against us?

<greg> as often as I am walking more in the spirit and not the flesh, many times wanted to speak out, especially with all the traffic violations i see going on, but have to keep silence

<opentext> Remember how Paul stated in his letter to the Philippians that we are to be content in whatever state that we are in; that is that we are supposed to remain independent of the external circumstances (Phil 4:11-13).

<opentext> That we are to walk by faith, and not by sight (2Cor 5:7). That if we walk in the Spirit, that one will not be lead by, or follow, or be mislead by the leadings or cravings of the lower nature (Gal 5:16-18).

<opentext> Yet how easy is it to often be swayed or moved by the external circumstances that go on around us?

<helpmate> it can be very easy if one does not stay grounded and settled in His Word

<greg> Matt 26:41Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. (KJV)

<greg> it can happen so quickly and easily if one is not watching and alert

<opentext> So then how is it that one is supposed to be able to overcome these things?

<helpmate> only in Christ can we be overcomers as He was

<chosen> in and through Christ

<chosen> remaining attached to the vine (John 15:5)
<greg> greater is He that is within me, than he that is in the world, if I allow Him to have His way (1John 4:4)
I Jn 5:4 For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. (KJV)

1 Cor 15:54-58 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. 
But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord. (KJV)

<opentext> Christ, the power and wisdom of God (1Cor 1:24). That when you have made the stand in Christ, then your feet are planted firmly in and upon the firm foundation.

<opentext> So the key is in always allowing Christ to be Lord of our life, regardless of the external circumstances that are going on around us. 

<opentext> That one should always be focused in and on the mark for the prize of the of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. (Phil 3:14)
<opentext> We are not to be looking or gandering to the left or the right, but rather to remain focused in and on that which Father has asked in and of us. Not to be busybodies, but to remain attentive to the voice and the will of God.

Prov 4:25-27 Let thine eyes look right on, and let thine eyelids look straight before thee. Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways be established. Turn not to the right hand nor to the left: remove thy foot from evil. (KJV)

<opentext> It is when one neglects their relationship with Father, that they are able to be pulled into all of the turmoil and confusion that goes on in the world apart from God.

<opentext> Today, remember where the power is, and that is only in Christ, anything else is nothing more then a cheap imitation.

Gal 5:1 Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. (KJV)

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<greg> 0/    <opentext> yes greg

<greg> Rom 3:3For what if some did not believe? shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect? 4God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged. (KJV)

<greg> just because everyone else is doing something, and thinking they are getting away with it, doesn’t work for the believer, we definitely need to stay above boards with the law, and not like the many who think they are above it

<opentext> Holding God to be true, regardless of what anyone else says or does. (Rom 3:4)
<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<greg> the wrath of man does not work the righteousness of God, so it is no excuse when we get angry at the laws either

<opentext> If we are angry at the laws of the land, it is because one has ignored or tried to circumvent the law of God.
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